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A SUMMER SURVEY OF THE BIRDS AT TWO EASTERN NEBRASKA WETLANDS 
Kristine T. Phipps 

Department of Biology, University of Nebraska-Omaha 
Omaha, NE 68182 kphipps@unomail.unomaha.edu 


ABSTRACT 

This study compares the avian species diversity at two eastern 
Nebraska wetlands that differ in their relative isolation from an urban 
environment. Birds were surveyed by the point count method twice weekly at 
each site during June of 1998. Diversity was measured using species 
richness and species evenness. The percentage of bird species observed that 
depend on wetlands for breeding was also compared. 

Results suggest that both species richness and evenness, as determined 
by the Shannon-Wiener index, were higher at the wetland located in a 
network of other marsh areas and agricultural land than at the suburban 
wetland. Immigration of species may be facilitated by closer proximity to 
other natural areas in general. However, the proximity to other marshes had 
little effect on wetland breeding species, as the difference between relative 
percentage of wetland birds present was small. Differences between species 
richness and evenness at the two sites may also be attributed to vegetative 
structure and varying levels of local traffic. 

INTRODUCTION 

According to the island biogeography model, the more isolated a habitat 
"island" is, the fewer species it receives from immigration and the lower the 
species richness (MacArthur and Wilson 1967). Habitat fragmentation has 
been shown to produce an island effect and lower avian species diversity in 
ecosystems such as forests (Lynch and Whigham 1984), parks (Gavareski 
1976), prairie remnants (Herkert 1994), and wetlands (Brown and 
Dinsmore 1986). The effect of habitat fragmentation on birds has been little 
studied in Nebraska, aside from a study conducted on patch area and breeding 
birds in grasslands (Helzer and Jelinski 1999). The purpose of this study 
was to compare the avian diversity at two Omaha area wetlands that are 
similar in size but differ in their relative isolation from other wetlands. The 
freshwater wetlands at Heron Haven, west of 114th Avenue and Maple Street 
in Omaha, Nebraska, and at the "Y," the junction of Highway 275 and Dodge 
Street (hereafter referred to as the Y Marsh), approximately 11 kilometers 
west of Omaha city limits, were chosen because they are similar in area but 
differ in their proximity to an urban environment. 
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METHODS 


Study Areas 

Heron Haven is located in a suburban setting and is managed by the 
Audubon Society of Omaha for educational purposes. The 8.1 hectare portion 
of the area that was surveyed is bordered on the south by West Maple Road, on 
the west by Mulhall's Nursery, on the north by Old Maple Road and a golf 
course, and on the northeast and east by residences and 114th Avenue. The 
site consists of open floodplain forest, upland forest, two natural wetland 
areas, and two dredged, manmade ponds. The west natural wetland, located 
close to Maple Street, is disturbed and dominated by Arrowhead ( Sagittaria 
latifolia), Cattail ( Typha latifolia), and Reed Canary Grass ( Phalaris 
arundinacea). The primary natural wetland to the east contains a variety of 
obligate wetland species such as Swamp Milkweed ( Asclepias incarnata ) and 
Blue Flag Iris ( Iris versicolor) and attracts birds that are rarely seen in 
urban areas, such as Green Herons ( Butorides striatus ), and American 
Bitterns ( Botaurus lentiginosis). 

While the 9.3 hectare wetland at the Y Marsh is also bordered by 
major roads, it is located in a rural environment and there are 
approximately 25 wetlands within a one mile radius, compared to seven for 
Heron Haven (National Wetlands Inventory Maps, Irvington and Valley 
quadrants, 1992). The roadside wetland areas are dominated by Cattail and 
the inner portions of the wetland by shrubs and young Cottonwoods ( Populus 
deltoides). No bird surveys had previously been conducted at the Y Marsh. 

Survey Methods 

In June 1998, the study sites were each visited twice a week, 15-30 
minutes after sunrise. On average, visits lasted 1 1/2 hours and were made 
on days when it was not raining and when wind speeds did not exceed 30 
kilometers per hour. The wetlands were surveyed by the point count method 
(Bibby et al. 1992) because their small size and the inaccessibility of much 
of the Y Marsh made transect counts unsuitable. Five points, located 
approximately 150 meters apart, were chosen at each site and were surveyed 
for 10-15 minutes. At each point, the species, their sex (if it could be 
determined), and the specific location were recorded. Migrants were not 
included in the species list and statistical analysis. Bird species richness at 
each site was the total number of different species observed (Ludwig and 
Reynolds 1988). Species evenness for each site was calculated using the 
Shannon-Wiener Diversity Index, which indicates the distribution of species 
in a sample. A high value occurs when species are distributed evenly and a 
value of 0 occurs when there is no diversity or if only one species is present 
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(Ludwig and Reynolds 1988). The formula for the index is (Ludwig and 
Reynolds 1988): 
s 

H' = -IS [(n/n) In (n/n)] 
i=1 

In the formula, nj represents the number of individuals of the ith species ($ 
total species) observed in the sample, and n denotes the total number of 
individuals in the sample (Ludwig and Reynolds 1988). For this study, the 
average number of individuals of each species observed per day and the 
average total number of individuals recorded daily were used for nj and n, 
respectively. 


Table 1. Avian species recorded at two eastern Nebraska wetlands, June 
1998. 


Common Name 

Scientific Name 

Heron 

Haven 

Y 

Marsh 

Canada Goose 

Branta canadensis 


X 

Wood Duck 

Aix sponsa 

X 

X 

Mallard 

Anas platyrhyncos 


X 

Killdeer 

Charadrius vociferus 

X 


Mourning Dove 

Zenaida macroura 

X 

X 

Belted Kingfisher 

Ceryle alcyon 

X 


Red-headed Woodpecker 

Melanerpes 

erythrocephalus 

X 

X 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Melanerpes carolinus 


X 

Downy Woodpecker 

Picoides pubescens 

X 

X 

Northern Flicker 

Colaptes auratus 

X 

X 

Eastern Kingbird 

Tyrannus tyrannus 


X 

Tree Swallow 

Tachycineta bicolor 


X 

Barn Swallow 

Hirundo rustica 

X 


Blue Jay 

Cyanocitta cristata 

X 


American Crow 

Corvus brachyrhynchos 

X 

X 
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Common Name 

Scientific Name 

Heron 

Haven 

Y 

Marsh 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Parus atricapillus 

X 

X 

Carolina Wren 

Thryothorus ludovicianus 


X 

House Wren 

Troglodytes aedon 


X 

American Robin 

Turdus migratorius 

X 

X 

Gray Catbird 

Dumetella carolinensis 


X 

Brown Thrasher 

Toxostoma rufum 


X 

Cedar Waxwing 

Bombycilla cedrorum 


X 

European Starling 

Sturnus vulgaris 

X 

X 

Warbling Vireo 

Vireo gilvus 

X 

X 

Yellow Warbler 

Dendroica petechia 


X 

Common Yellowthroat 

Geothlypis trichas 


X 

Northern Cardinal 

Cardinalis cardinalis 

X 

X 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Pheucticus ludovicianus 



Song Sparrow 

Melospiza melodia 

X 


Red-winged Blackbird 

Agelaius phoeniceus 

X 

X 

Common Grackle 

Quiscalus quiscula 

X 

X 

Baltimore Oriole 

Icterus galbula 

X 

X 

House Finch 

Carpodacus mexicanus 

X 


American Goldfinch 

Carduelis tristis 

X 

X 

House Sparrow 

Passer domesticus 

X 



RESULTS 

During the study, a total of 28 species of birds were observed at the Y 
Marsh and 22 species at Heron Haven (Table 1). According to the Shannon- 
Wiener Diversity Index (H 1 ), species evenness at the Y Marsh (H* = 2.95) 
was higher than at Heron Haven (H' = 2.89). 

Of all the bird species observed at Heron Haven, five can be classified 
as wetland breeding species (Ehrlich et al. 1988) - Canada Goose ( Branta 
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candensis ), Wood Duck ( Aix sponsa), Belted Kingfisher ( Ceryle alcyon), 
Song Sparrow ( Melospiza melodia), and Red-winged Blackbird ( Agelaius 
phoenicus). Five wetland species (Ehrlich et al. 1988) were also present at 
the Y Marsh - Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard ( Anas platyrhynchos ), 
Common Yellowthroat ( Geothlypis trichas), and Red-winged Blackbird. 
Converted to percentages, 22.7% of the total number of species observed at 
Heron Haven are wetland breeding compared to 17.9% at the Y Marsh. 

DISCUSSION 

Most of the species found at Heron Haven during this study had been 
previously observed there (Werthman 1998). I found a couple of migrants 
that were not included on the Audubon Society list: Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
(Empidonax flaviventris) and Alder Flycatcher ( Empidonax alnorum). Many 
common species to the area, such as the Great Blue Heron, were not observed 
in the course of this study. There have been no other bird surveys conducted 
at the Y Marsh. 

There are several possible explanations for the lower avian species 
richness and evenness found at Heron Haven in this study. The most obvious 
may be related to the wetlands’ locations. Heron Haven is an isolated wetland 
located in a suburban setting, while the wetland at the Y Marsh is surrounded 
by open farmland and several other wetlands. Another study on habitat 
fragmentation, conducted on Iowa wetlands, found an indirect relationship 
between isolation and species richness (Brown and Dinsmore 1986). 
However, it is difficult to explain the smaller percentage of birds that are 
wetland species at the Y Marsh since immigration from nearby wetlands can 
occur to a much greater extent than at Heron Haven. The difference may be 
partially explained by the presence of fish at Heron Haven, which attracts the 
Belted Kingfisher, and the denser vegetation, particularly trees, at Heron 
Haven may make it an attractive nesting site for larger wetland birds such as 
waterfowl (Ehrlich et al. 1988). 

The difference in species richness and evenness may also have been 
related to the greater amount of traffic found on Maple road near Heron Haven 
than at the Y Marsh. According to Omaha City Traffic records, average daily 
traffic at the nearby intersection of 120th and Maple streets was 56,128 
vehicles in 1995, the most recent year data is available (pers. comm., Glenn 
Hansen). In comparison, the Y, the junction of Highway 275 and Dodge, had 
an average of 8,495 vehicles per day in 1996 (pers. comm., Rick 
Ernstmeyer, Nebraska Department of Roads). Reijnen et al. (1995), in 
their study of the effects of car traffic on breeding bird density in deciduous 
and coniferous woodland, found that areas with a high noise load from traffic 
had a greater reduction in species density than areas with a low noise load. 
They hypothesized that noise could interfere with bird communication. Other 
traffic-related factors, such as visibility of cars, direct mortality, and 
pollution were found to have minor effects on the bird populations. 
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My study gave an indication of the avian species present at Heron 
Haven and the Y Marsh during June and the relative diversity at each site. As 
the areas have been the subjects of little research, additional surveys 
conducted in the spring, fall, and winter are needed to give a better 
description of the avifauna. 
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First record of a B,rambling for Nebraska 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 _ West Magnolia St 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 

On 14 April 1999, an unusual bird was reported visiting the feeders 
of Phyllis and Dean Drawbaugh in Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska. 
The bird apparently arrived on 13 April immediately after the passage of a 
cold front with strong northwest winds. On 18 April, the Drawbaughs 
identified the bird as a female Brambling, and local birders Alice Kenitz and 
Helen Hughsen confirmed the sighting later that day. On 19 April, I made the 
trip to Scottsbluff and studied the bird from 7:51-8:55 a.m. in the company 
of the Drawbaughs, David Ely and Rachel Kolokoff, both of Fort Collins, 
Colorado. We arrived at the Drawbaughs’ house at approximately 7:30 a.m. 

After a short wait, a "different" bird appeared at the feeders with 
House Finches and American Goldfinches. The bird was slightly larger than a 
House Finch. The general appearance was of a small, plump bird with a short 
tail. The finch-like bill was fairly long, conical, and appeared dark with some 
yellow color at the base. The face pattern was very distinctive. The 
background color of the head was light gray. There was a broad, black malar 
stripe. Viewing the bird from above, I noted two narrow black bars along the 
sides of the crown and another black mark on the nape that was V-shaped with 
the open end of the V opening posteriorly. The eye was dark. The underparts 
were white with a buffy or orange wash on the upper chest and along the 
flanks. The tail appeared dark-colored and was notched. The wing pattern was 
also distinctive: the wings were dark with two pale wingbars; the upper 
wingbar was white and the lower wingbar was buffy. There was also a small 
white spot below the wingbars. The bird did not vocalize. Field notes from two 
other observers filled in some other features, including a white rump, a 
patterned mantle with orange scapulars, and the observation that the bird 
walked, rather than hopped, when on the ground. Based on the plumage, we 
concluded the bird was a female Brambling. 

This sighting represents the first record of a Brambling for Nebraska. 
This species is a rare vagrant in the Great Plains with scattered records from 
most states. Records are especially concentrated along the Front Range of the 
Rocky Mountains in Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado. The winter of 1998- 
99 brought an unprecedented invasion of Bramblings to western North 
America (see Shepard 1999). There were at least 15 records, most (10) 
from British Columbia but also from as far southeast as Idaho, South Dakota, 
and Nebraska. 
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y/lNTER FIELD REPORT. DECEMBER 1999 to FEBRUARY 2QQQ 

Compiled by W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@sidney.heartland.net 

INTRODUCTION 

This rather mild season stood out for its wintering waterfowl, most 
obviously at Keystone L, where Stephen Dinsmore counted an amazing 22 
species of waterfowl on 29 January. Check the species accounts for the 
incredible wintering numbers; species were topped by Nebraska’s first 
Tufted Duck, and assorted other goodies, such as 5 Barrow's Goldeneyes. 
Waterfowl, loons, and grebes also rewrote the midwinter record book, 
including no fewer than 3 Red-necked Grebes. Some interesting wintering 
birds also appeared at Harlan Co Res. 

Other interesting winter records, some no doubt due to the mild fall, 
included Greater Yellowlegs at two locations, Franklin's Gull and an adult 
Black-legged Kittiwake at Harlan Co Res, wintering Hermit Thrush at L 
Ogallala, a January Gray Catbird in the northwest, a male Dickcissel at Alma, 
and Orange-crowned and Northern Parula warblers in December, the latter 
at Keystone L! Sparrows which generally winter only very rarely in NE 
were well-represented, although poorly-documented, including a Smith's 
Longspur in Cass Co. 

Present in good numbers were Northern Shrike and Purple Finch, the 
latter welcome after some low years, and Townsend’s Solitaire appeared in 
low numbers. The Eurasian Collared-Dove continued its expansion in the 
state, even breeding during the winter period! Westerly reports involved a 
Red-bellied Woodpecker in Scotts Bluff Co, Carolina Wrens pushing 
westward, and Winter Wrens wintering in the L McConaughy area. 

This winter produced some outstanding rarities also. Hiding among the 
numerous scaup,a Tufted Duck at Keystone L proved a frustrating dip-twitch 
for many, while a Pomarine Jaeger and Mew Gull were well seen only by one 
Stephen Dinsmore (who also found, and refound many times for others, the 
Tufted Duck). Possibly most frustrating was what would likely have been a 
first state record Slaty-backed Gull at Harlan Co Res, which could not be 
refound despite a two-day search. A tantalizing record was of Golden-crowned 
Sparrows in Cherry Co in early December, the 2nd winter in a row for this 
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species. A Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco was spotted in Papillion, and a 
couple of White-winged Crossbills were found. 

CORRECTIONS .TO EBEVIQULREEQBIS 

Normally i prefer to place corrections communicated to me in the 
appropriate season's report. This practice is convenient for researchers 
looking for information on certain species at certain seasons. Thus you will 
note some additions sent by Glen and Wanda Hoge for winter 1998-99 in the 
accounts below. If you have sightings that extend the information published 
here, feel free to send them in, as they are better brought to light a year late 
than not at all! 

A BBRE V IATIO N S 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City; BQL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count; CCM: Clear Creek Marshes, Keith and Garden 
Cos£ff County; E£: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; EL Funk Lagoon, Phelps 
Co :HCR: Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; L Lake; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; 
N£: Nature Center; NPNWR: North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff Co; NWR: 
National Wildlife Refuge; Res: Reservoir; SHP : State Historical Park; £L 
Sewage Lagoon(s); ££: State Park. 

GAZETTEER 

Ash Hollow SHP : Garden Co; a.u.c,kski.a.Hills; WMA, Dixon Co; Cartel: 1: 

Omaha; L.ChaOP.fi 11: Chappell; Cunningham ..L: Omaha; PeSflItt...NWR: 

Washington Co; FncUS-Springs; WMA, Morrill Co; Gavin'S Point Pam: 
Cedar and Knox Cos; James Ranch: part of Fort Robinson SP, Sioux Co; 
Johnson L : SRA, Gosper and Dawson Cos; Keystone Dam : forms Keystone 
L, Keith Co; Keystone L : Keith Co; Kingsley Dam : forms LM, Keith Co; 
Kiowa. Springs: WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; La.WiS„and.CladL-L: Knox Co; L 
Malonev: SRA, Lincoln Co; L Minatare : SRA, Scotts Bluff Co; Neale 
Wo ods: Douglas and Washingt on Cos; L.Qga i laia; Keith Co; stateline 
Island: WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; Sutherland Res : SRA, Lincoln Co; 
Wehrspann L: Omaha; Wild c a t . Hills; Scotts Bluff Co; Winters Creek..L 
part of NPNWR, Scotts Bluff Co; Wolf L: Saunders Co. 

OBSERVERS 

Alice Kenitz (AK) . Gering; Birdline (B); Bill F. Huser ( BFH) . South Sioux 
City; Babs Padelford ( BP) . Bellevue; Bill Clemente (fi£), Peru, Nemaha Co; 
Clyde E. Johnson (CEJ) . Omaha; Carol Falk (CF) . Nebraska City; Clem N. 
Klaphake ( CNK) . Bellevue; David L. Swanson (DLS) . Vermillion, SD; Don 
Paseka (DP) . Ames; Glen Hoge ( GH) . Alma; Gertrude Wood ( GW) . Elmwood; 
Helen K. Hughson (HKH) . Scottsbluff; John Brenneman (ifi),Omaha; Jim 
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Ducey ( JD) . Lincoln; Joe Gubanyi (ifi), Seward; Joel G. Jorgensen (i£J), 
Blair; Jan Johnson (J J) . Wakefield; Jan Paseka (JP) . Ames; John Sullivan 
(IS). Lincoln; Jeffrey S. Palmer ( JSP) . Madison, SD; Jerry Toll (JLX), 
Omaha; John W. Hall ( JWH) , Omaha; Kevin Poague ( KP) . Lincoln; Laurel 
Badura (LB) . Kearney; Larry Einemann (JL£), Lincoln; Laurence Falk (L£), 
Nebraska City; Loren Padelford ( LP) . Bellevue; Lanny Randolph (LR). 
Gibbon; Linda R. Brown (LBLfi). Lincoln; Mark Brogie (MU) . Creighton; 
Mark Orsag (MO) . Crete; Mindy Sheets (MS) . Missouri Valley, IA; Mark 
Urwiller ( MU) . Kearney; Moni Usasz (Mils) . Lincoln; Merlin Wright 
f MW) . Brownville; Neva Pruess (NP) . Lincoln; Neal Ratzlaff (NR) . Omaha; 
Paul Kaufman (PK) . Seward; Phil Swanson ( PS) . Papillion; Randall D. 
Williams ( RDW) . Sioux City, IA; Robin Harding (fiJl), Gibbon; Susan 
Herrick ( SH) . Lincoln; Stephen J. Dinsmore ( SJD) . Fort Collins, CO; Sandy 
Lemmon (SL) . Crawford; Thomas E. Labedz ( TEL) . Lincoln; Thomas Hoffman 
( TH) . Omaha; Todd Jensen (TJ) . Rapid City, SD: Wanda Hoge (WH) . Alma; 
Wayne Mollhoff ( WM) . Lincoln; W. Ross Silcock ( WRS) . Tabor, IA; Zee 
Uridil (iU)» Chadron. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon : Rather late were singles noted at HCR on 19 December 
1998 (GH, WH) and on 17 December on the HCR CBC (fide JGJ). Apparently 
wintering were a basic adult and a 1st basic immature seen at LM; these 
sightings were recorded on the LM CBC (WRS, LR, RH); the adult was noted 
again on 5 February (SJD) and the immature on 26 February (SJD). This 
identification represents only the 4th midwinter report for this species. 
Pied-billed Grebe : Late birds were sighted at DeSoto NWR during CBC 
week on 19 December (fide MS) and at HCR on 15 December (GH, WH). 
Apparently wintering were 4 at LM seen on the CBC on 2 January and through 
at least 19 February (SJD). Probably very early migrants were the 2 birds 
found at CCM on 19 February (SJD), and rather early in the east was one 
spotted at Cunningham L on 29 February (JGJ). 

Horned Grebe: Only casual in midwinter, the 2 birds seen at LM on 1 
January and on 15 February (SJD) apparently wintered. Last in fall were 
the 12 birds discovered at Pawnee L on 4 December (JGJ). 

Red-necked Grebe : As many as 3 (2 adults and an immature, the latter 
present since 6 November) wintered at L Ogallala and at LM (SJD, BFH); this 
report represents the first record of overwintering in Nebraska. 

Eared Grebe : The only report was of one found in Cass Co on 7 December 
(GW), rather late. 

Western Grebe : Overwintering at LM has become routine in recent mild 
winters, but numbers decline markedly as time passes, a fact well- 
documented this winter by Stephen Dinsmore: 656 were present on 2 
December; 349 on 2 January; 239 on 5 February; and 155 on 19 February. 
One was still found at HCR as late as 1 January (GH, WH). 
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Clark's Grebe : The one spotted at L Minatare on 2 December (SJD) was 
rather late. Overwintering occurred at LM for only the 3rd time: as many as 
7 were still present on 29 January, but apparently only one made it until 26 
February (SJD, LR, RH). 

Arnerican White-Pelican; As has become normal in recent years, 4 
apparently wintered at Sutherland Res, with one developing a full bill plate 
by 29 January (SJD). Less usual were the 3 to 4 that wintered at HCR (GH r 
WH); the first migrants appeared there on 21 February, 10 birds (GH, WH), 
Double-crested Cormorant : One or two may have made it through the 
winter at HCR; and as many as 41 were counted on the HCR CBC on 17 
December (fide JGJ); 5 were still there on 22 January (JGJ); 2 were seen 
on 25 January (GH, WH), and one was reported on 5 February (JGJ), An 
injured bird spotted at LM may also have survived; it was last seen on 29 
January (SJD). These reports mark the first records of overwintering away 
from Sutherland Res. A single, in addition, was noted on 16 January 1999 at 
HCR (GH, WH), and another was seen at Cunningham L on 29 January (JGJ). 
These reports represent only the 3rd and 4th midwinter records (not 
overwintering) away from Sutherland Res. The first spring arrivals in 1999 
were record early, although perhaps not too surprising at such a southerly 
breeding site as Alma, Harlan Co: 15 birds arrived on 15 February (GH, 
WH). 

Great Blue Heron : An excellent count at an usual winter location was the 
15 tallied around Keystone L on 29 January (SJD). Midwinter records away 
from the Platte River Valley are few; the single bird spotted at Wolf L on 6 
February (TH) may have been an early migrant. 

Turkey Vulture : Very early was one seen 5 miles east of Kearney on 27 
February (LB). Early spring dates occur at the end of February but are not 
well-documented. 

Greater White-fronted Goose : A small flock, possibly 6 survivors, 
wintered at HCR; 30 were seen there on 26 December (GH, WH); 14 were 
present on 22 January (JGJ); 6 remained on 5 February (JGJ); and the 
first spring arrivals were noted on 20 February, 60 birds (GH, WH). The 
only other midwinter reports were of singles seen at L Minatare on 16 
January (SJD) and at L Chappell on 29 January (SJD). This species is rare 
in the Panhandle, and so the 2 discovered at LM on 5 February (SJD) were of 
interest; they were also rather early, indeed, spring arrivals were very 
early, both this year and last: 8 were found at HCR on 6 February 1999, the 
first noted (GH, WH), and this year 12 were spotted at Grandpa's Pond near 
Kearney on 6 February (MU). Fifty had arrived at FL by 13 February (LR, 
RH). 

Snow Goose : A few apparently wintered at HCR (GH, WH, JGJ), Carter L 
(JB, B), BOL (LE), and possibly at L Minatare, where 9 were counted on 16 
January (SJD). These locations usually freeze in midwinter. The best counts 
were the 20,000 seen flying southwest over Gibbon on 20 February (LR, 
RH) and the 4000 noted flying over Lincoln on 22 February (SH). About 
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1 500 were counted at FL as early as 13 February (LR, RH), and 1169 still 
remained at BOL for the CBC on 17 December (fide JG). 
na sals Goose: A single adult was discovered with the 9 Snow Geese found at L 
Minatare on 16 January (SJD) and may have wintered. Singles apparently 
did winter with the small Snow Goose flocks at HCR (JGJ, GH, WH) and Carter 
L (JB, BP,LP). These sightings represent the first records of overwintering. 
Singles seen at LM on 5 February (SJD) and at Grandpa's Pond, Kearney, on 6 
February (MU) were probably early arrivals. The best count totaled 14 in 
the L Minatare area on 4 December (SJD); there are few fall reports from 
the Panhandle. 

pflfiaHa Goose : The largest wintering flock reported reached 8350 at LM on 
5 February (SJD). As many as 10,000 flew over FL on 13 February (LR, 
RH); 5240 had arrived at Kiowa Springs by 20 February (SJD), and 5000 
showed up at Alma the same day (GH, WH). 

Trumpeter Swan : Several were scattered about the state, some clearly 
from re-establishing populations: 3 of which hung around Scribner, Dodge 
Co, between 30 December and 22 January-one had a green neck-band and 
another had an orange left patagial tag #277 (DP, C, JJ); and of the 5-6 
reported at Carter L from 31 January until 19 February, one had an orange 
patagial tag #279 (BP, LP, JB). These birds (277 and 279) are apparently 
from Minnesota (Ron Andrews fide BP). The three found near Elkhorn on 6 
February (B) may have been the Scribner birds. One of the Carter L group 
was much smaller than the others, but its identity was uncertain. The best 
count in the Keystone area, a regular wintering location, totaled 17 on 24 
December (JS, LJ). Other sightings from interesting locations included 4 
spotted on the DeSoto NWR CBC on 19 December (fide MS) and immatures 
found in Cottonwood Canyon, Lincoln Co, on 4 January (BP, LP). As the 
population increases, such sightings are becoming more commonplace. 

Tundra Swan : The two immatures sighted at Wehrspann L on 12 December 
(B) may have moved to Carter L, where the 2 birds seen on 12 January had 
been present for "several weeks" (B). By 26 January, however, 6 swans 
were reported at Carter L, only one a small bird, the others apparently 
Trumpeter Swans (JB, BP, LP). Another immature was noted at Niobrara SP 
on the Missouri River on 30 January (MB). There are very few midwinter 
records for the state. 

Wood Duck : Rather early were one spotted at BOL on 19 February (LE), 6 
seen at L Minatare on 20 February (SJD), and a pair found in suitable 
breeding habitat at ADF on 21 February (CF, LF). 

Gadwall: A large number wintered on Keystone L; 600 were gathered there 
as late as 2 January, and 373 remained until 29 January (SJD). Rather 
early were 22 spotted at Gavin's Point Dam on 7 February (JJ). Wintering is 
expected where open water occurs, although the 62 counted at CCM on 16 
January (SJD) was a large number for that date and location. 

America n Wigeon : Amazing numbers wintered at Keystone L: 286 were 
found there on 29 January (SJD). This bird is only a casual wintering 
species, and so the 1-3 sighted at HCR throughout the period (GH, WH) and 
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the 22 noted at Kiowa Springs on 16 January (SJD) were noteworthy. Very 
late was a single reported at BOL on 13 January (B); it may have wintered, 
as one was seen there on 6 February (MO), possibly a very early migrant in 
this open winter. At HCR the first migrants were the 5 found there on 5 
February (GH, WH, LR, RH). 

American Black Duck : All reports originated from Lancaster Co. As many 
as 3 wintered with Mallards at BOL (JB, JS), and one was seen with a Blue¬ 
winged Teal and Mallards at the Chet Ager NC in Lincoln on 18 December 
(KP, fide LRB). 

Mallard: The largest wintering flock reported totaled 40,000 at HCR on 6 
February (GH, WH, LR, RH). This number represents a very high winter 
count that may have Included early migrants. 

Blue-winged Teal: Very late, and one of the very few documented December 
records, were the 2 found at Chet Ager NC, Lincoln, on 18 December (KP, 
fide LRB), but extraordinary was an "apparently healthy" immature male, 
aged by its wing coverts, spotted at Keystone L on 29 January; it was 
probably the same bird as was reported there on 16 December (SJD). This 
sighting marks only the 2nd documented winter record. 

Northern Shoveler : As many as 19 wintered on Keystone L (SJD), where 
wintering is somewhat regular, and as many as 17 likewise wintered in the 
Alma area (JGJ, GH, WH), where it is unexpected. Other midwinter records, 
adding to the few to date, included an immature male and a female found at 
Pioneer Park NC, Lincoln, on 15 January (MO) and 7 spotted in Sioux and 
Dawes Cos on 17 January. A good December count reached 1700 at North 
Platte SL on 8 December (WRS). Migrants had arrived by 5 February at 
Alma, when 76 appeared at the Alma SL (JGJ, GH, WH). 

Northern Pintail : Strangely, few if any overwintered at Keystone L; the 
15 sighted there on 5 February were thought to be early migrants (SJD). A 
good midwinter count totaled 62 at Kiowa Springs on 16 January(SJD). 
Green-winged Teal : Many wintered at Keystone L; the peak count reached 
268 on 29 January (SJD). A good midwinter count was 56 tallied at Kiowa 
Springs on 16 January (SJD). 

Canvasback: As many as 87, the count on 15 January, wintered at Keystone 
L (SJD), a record wintering total, and up to 5 wintered on the Alma SL (GH, 
WH, JGJ). There are few midwinter records. Rather late was one seen at 
Gering SL on 5 January (AK), and early was one found at Grandpa's Pond, 
Kearney, on 6 February (MU). 

Redhead: This species also wintered in excellent numbers at Keystone L, 
with 209 birds present on 29 January, the number increasing to 397 on 5 
February (SJD) and to 500 on 26 February (LR, RH) as migrants arrived. 
About 16 wintered at HCR (JGJ, GH, WH). One was spotted rather late at 
Gering SL on 5 January (AK), and rather early were migrants discovered at 
Keystone L on 5 February (see above) and at Grandpa's Pond, Kearney, on 6 
February (MU). 

Ring-necked Duck: Many wintered at Keystone L; the tow count was 94 on 
29 January (SJD), but 235 were present as early as 5 February (SJD). Six 
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wintered at HCR (GH, WH). Rather late were the 8-10 birds sighted at 
Gering SL on 5 January (AK). 

Duck: Nebraska's first of this species wintered throughout the 
period at Keystone L, after first being found by Stephen Dinsmore on 3 
December (SJD, m.ob.) When discovered, it had an obvious tuft, which later 
disappeared, but became prominent again by 5 February (SJD). 

Scauo : This species also wintered in excellent numbers at 
Keystone L; as many as 74 were present (SJD). Up to 4 also wintered on the 
Alma SL (JGJ, GH, WH, LR, RH). Numbers had not increased by period's end, 
and no migrants were detected elsewhere. These sightings represent only the 
2nd and 3rd midwinter records. Rather late were 2 spotted at Gering SL on 5 
January (AK). 

1 Scaup: As many as 328 wintered at Keystone L (SJD); no wonder 
the Tufted Duck could be hard to find at times! Up to 16 wintered at Alma SL 
(JGJ, GH, WH). 

fluff Scoter : Four (3 females and an immature male) were seen at 
Keystone L on 4 December (SJD), and one bird was noted there (a female) 
through 20 January (SJD, DCE, JS, LJ). January 20 is the latest ever for 
Nebraska. 

white-winged Scote r: Two were reported, single females noted at 
Keystone L on 16 December (SJD) and at Alma SL on 19 December (GH, WH). 
These dates are very late; they represent, in fact, two of the 4 latest ever. 
December 16, 18, 19, and 19-20. 

Black Scoter : A female and an immature male were sighted at Keystone L on 

2 December (SJD) and remained until 15 January (SJD, WRS); 3 were 
reported there on 5 December (B). The late date of 15 January is the latest 
ever. 

Qldsauaw: As many as 6 were present at Keystone L throughout the period, 
an adult female, 3 immature males, and 2 immature females (SJD, m.ob.). 
There are few wintering records. The only reports elsewhere included a 
female spotted at Wehrspann L on 12 December (B) and 3 seen at the Lewis 
and Clark L Marina on 19 December (DLS); the latter were questionably in 
Nebraska, but close! 

Bufflehead: Yet another species with amazing numbers wintering at 
Keystone L; the low count there for the period registered a record 184 for 
wintering birds on 29 January(SJD). The two spotted at HCR on 22 January 
(JGJ) may have wintered; this report denotes only the 3rd midwinter record 
away from Keith Co. 

Common Goldeneye : A regular in winter on Keystone L, the peak wintering 
count totaled 2096 on 29 January (SJD), 

Barrow's Goldeneye ; Also regular in winter among the Commons on 
Keystone L, as many as 5, a record count, were present this year 3 males and 
2 females, all adults, sighted on 5 February (SJD). At least one was found 
throughout the period (m.ob.). 

Hooded Merganser : Wintering is not unexpected when open water is 
present; the best count at locations where birds were seen most of the period 
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totaled 13 at Winters Creek L on 16 January (SJD). A few wintered at HCR 
(JGJ, GH, WH) and at Keystone L (SJD). Two birds identified on Johnson L on 
22 January (JGJ) may have wintered, as may have a single noted at CCM on 
16 January and 5 spotted there on 29 January (SJD). The first migrants 
were 10 birds reported at Wehrspann L on 21 February (JWH). A male 
appeared to be courting a female Common at Alma SL on 28 February (GH, 
WH); hybrids with this parentage have been reported a few times in 
Nebraska. 

Common Merganser This bird was one of the few waterfowl species whose 
occurrence was "normal" this winter! The best wintering count reached 
32,000 at HCR on 22 January, but the lake had almost iced over by 5 
February, when only 3000 were present (JGJ). Keystone L had 4000 on 5 
February (SJD) and Sutherland Res registered 3000 on 29 January (SJD). 
Red-breasted Merganser: In recent years, wintering has been noted on 
Keystone L; 27 birds wintered this year (SJD). Midwinter records elsewhere 
are few, but this year the one discovered at BOL on 13 January (B) may have 
wintered, as did at least two at HCR (JGJ, GH, WH). Probably an early 
returner was the one found at Johnson L on 5 February (JGJ). 

Ruddv Duck : Up to 11, 2 males and 9 females, wintered at Keystone L 
(SJD), only the 2nd record of overwintering in the state. No others were 
reported in January and early February. 

Bald Eagle: Few concentrations were noted, presumably because of 
widespread open water. The best count totaled 164 at Johnson L on 22 
January (JGJ). Migration was underway by 19 February, when 49 flew 
over Neale Woods (B), and nesting was underway for about the 8th year at 
NPNWR (AK). 

No rt her n H ar ri er: Routine reports. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Coopers Hawk: Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk : Few were noted; the only reports included an adult 
found near Crane Meadows NC, Hall Co, on 9 December (B), another (the 
same?) sighted near Fort Kearny, Buffalo Co, 24 January (GL), and an 
immature seen near Grant, Perkins Co (JSe). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Midwinter reports are rare, especially away from 
the southeast, and so the one identified at Wolf L on 23 January (TH) was 
noteworthy. An adult was still at FF between 15 and 25 December (BP, LP), 
and a single was found in southeastern Otoe Co on 21 December (LF, CF). 
Red-tailed Hawk : The most unexpected report was of none included on the 
Scottsbluff CBC! (fide AK). The DeSoto NWR CBC, however, reported 77, 
including 3 "Harlan's Hawks" (fide MS). 

Ferruginous Hawk : A total of 12 were recorded in western Nebraska for 
the season (SJD). 

Rough-legged Hawk : Fewer than usual were reported this winter, 
possibly because conditions allowed them to stay to the north. Only 34 were 
found for the season in western Nebraska (SJD). 
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Faale : Easterly were immatures discovered at Homer and in 
Thurston Co on 5 February (BFH). 

A frican Kestrel : As expected, most reports specified males; these 
winter farther north than the females. 

jv| e r I i n_: Widely reported, as has become the norm. A good easterly count 
totaled 3 on the BOL CBC on 17 December (fide JG). 

irie Falcon : A good count for this usually solitary species was 3 seen 
near the landfill in Perkins Co on 17 January (LR, RH). 

Partridge : The only report was of 6 flushed from a corn stalk field 
near Ames on 19 February (DP). There are few reports from this area of the 
state. 

ping-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 

ftharp-tailed Grouse : A good CBC count was 41 at LM on 2 January (fide 
SJD). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : A good CBC count totaled 48 at LM on 2 
January (fide SJD). 

ys/ild Turkey : Yet another good CBC count registered 91 at Scottsbluff on 18 
December (fide AK). 

Northern Bobwhite : These birds are well-established in the western 
North Platte Valley; 12 were counted on the Scottsbluff CBC on 18 December 
(fide AK), and 12 were totaled at Stateline Island on 5 January (BM). 
Virginia Rail : That this species winters in surprising numbers at warm 
springs and seeps into the North Platte Valley has been well-documented in 
recent years by Steve Dinsmore. Counts this winter peaked at 13 at CCM, 7 
at Keystone L, 5 at Facus Springs, and 7 at Kiowa Springs on 20 February, a 
new location (all SJD). 

American Coot : At least 1100 wintered at Keystone L, the LM CBC total on 
2 January (fide SJD), although 1316 were counted on 5 February (SJD). 
(Who else would count every coot when there are Tufted Ducks to see?) 
Overwintering is rare; the 63 counted at HCR on 8 January disappeared and 
none was seen until 31 showed up on 28 February (GH, WH). As many as 
137 were seen at Winters Creek L on 4 December (SJD), but only 2 were 
found there on 16 January and one on 20 February (SJD). Unexpected, as 
was the open water present, were several found at Boystown L, Omaha, on 22 
January (MO), two spotted at Carter L on 22 January (B), and 4 identified at 
CCM on 29 January (SJD). 

Sandhill Crane : As usual in recent years, the first migrants appeared in 
January: 3 were seen east of Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, on 16 January 
(fide LR, RH), a record early date for presumed migrants, as we received no 
wintering reports. The first large group was 826 counted at CCM on 19 
February (SJD) and 5000-10,000 were seen south of Kearney by 26 
February (JJ, LB). Rather late for fall and unusual at the location was a 
single sighted at Crystal Cove L, Dakota Co, on 17 December (BFH). There are 
surprisingly few December records. 

Kill deer At least 11 overwintered in the Keystone L area (SJD), a regular 
wintering location; 20 remained there as late as 30 December (B). Three 
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were spotted at Stateline Island on 18 December and as late as 5 January 
(fide AK). Migrants were fist noted on 1 February at Ames, Dodge Co, (DP) 
and at Alma (GH, WH). 

Greater Yellowleg s: Marking only the 4th midwinter record, and the latest 
January record, a single was spotted at Keystone L on 15 January (SJD). a 
yellowlegs unidentified to species at Stateline Island on 5 January (BM, fide 
AK) was most likely a Greater; there are no documented records of Lesser 
Yellowlegs after November. 

Common Snioe: At least 4 wintered around Keystone L (SJD), apparently a 
routine occurrence nowadays. 

Pomarine Jaeger: A dark morph juvenile sighted at LM on 3 December 
(SJD) was only the 8th for the state, all in fall (June-December), and the 
2nd latest ever. Late jaegers tend to be Pomarines. 

Franklin's Gull : Since 1988, there have been 10 winter reports of 
Franklin's Gulls in alternate plumage; the one spotted at HCR on 17 December 
on the CBC (JGJ, SJD) provided the 11th. Apparently the same bird was 
still present between 22 and 25 January (JGJ, GH, WH). 

Bonaparte's Gull : Rather late were 25 seen at Gavin's Point Dam on 1 
January (JJ). 

Mew Gull : Only the 2nd fall record (10th in all) was a basic adult 
discovered at L Maloney on 16 December (SJD). Most records occur in spring 
between February and March. 

Ring-billed Gull : This species was more in evidence this winter than 
usual, with as many as 7000 counted at LM on 2 January (fide SJD) and 
1400 tallied at Keystone L on 29 January (SJD); 1200 were seen at Johnson 
L on 17 January (LR, RH) and 1800 at HCR on 22 January (JGJ), with at 
least 200 wintering there (GH, WH). A few even wintered at BOL (LE), 
which is usually frozen in midwinter. 

California Gull : All reports came from LM (m.ob.), where as many as 41 
wintered (SJD). 

Herring Gull : Excellent counts were the 800 found at HCR on 22 January 
(JGJ) and 350 seen at Johnson L on 22 January (JGJ). A few wintered at 
BOL (LE), an unusual overwintering location. 

Thaver's Gull : Now regular in fall anywhere in the state and 
overwintering regularly at LM, at least 4 were spotted at LM during the 
period (2 adults, 1st basic, 3rd basic) (SJD, TJ). As many as 5 were 
identified at Sutherland Res, with 4 adults and a 1st basic seen on 29 January 
(SJD). Midwinter records elsewhere are still unusual, however, and so the 
two spotted at Johnson L on 22 January (JGJ)and the 4 reported at HCR, 
including at least 2 adults, the same day (JGJ) were noteworthy. 

Iceland Gull : The only report was of a 3rd basic bird spotted at Lewis and 
Clark L on 19 December (DLS). This report represents the 3rd fall record 
(not remaining into winter); interestingly, all derive from the Gavin's Point 
Dam area. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull : Two different birds were noted at Johnson L 
a 2nd basic on 1 January (JGJ) and a 3rd basic on 22 January (JGJ) and 30 
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January (LR, RH). Another was identified at Lewis and Clark L on 26 
February (JSP). 

g l fljy-backed Gull : A convincing report (to me, at least, but of course the 
Records Committee will decide) was received of a basic adult seen at HCR on 
22 January (JGJ). Photographs were obtained, and all features visible in the 
photos and noted in the observer's description fit this species. Unfortunately, 
however, a single key field mark, the pattern of the underprimaries, was not 
seen, for the bird flushed with the other gulls present and could not be 
refound either that day or the next. This sighting would be (have been?) a 
first state record. Interestingly, a basic adult Slaty-backed Gull appeared on 
6 March near Loveland, Colorado, also a state first, and is still present at this 
writing (31 March). 

fitflucous Gull : About 10 were reported at various locations around the 
state, about normal for recent winters. The best counts totaled 3 (adult, two 
1st basic) seen at HCR on 22 January (JGJ) and 3 found (2 adults, one 
juvenile) at Lewis and Clark L on 19 December (DLS). 
plank-legged Kittiwake : A surprise was an adult found at HCR on the CBC 
on 17 December and seen again there the next day (SJD, JGJ, GH, WH, LR, 
RH). Even more unusual was another adult identified in the tailrace at 
Kingsley Dam on 29 January (SJD). These sightings represent only the 2nd 
and 3rd records of adults; and the Kingsley Dam record is the first for 
midwinter. 

Eurasian Collared-Dov e: This soon-to-be-ubiquitous bird appeared at 3 
new locations this winter, for a total of 9 locations to date, from Ogallala 
eastward. The five birds seen at 1101 East 4th St in Ogallala on 22 January 
had been in the area since September (B). Four had been present several 
weeks prior to 23 January in the 400 block of South 17th St in Dakota City, 
Dakota Co, (BFH, RDW, JJ). And the two birds spotted at Elmwood, Cass Co, 
on 21 February had been present at a feeder "all winter"; by late February, 
they were mating and carrying nesting material into a tall pine (GW). 
Mourning Dove : Considered casual in the Keith Co area in midwinter by 
Rosche, 11 were found on the LM CBC on 2 January (JSe, WRS). Also 
unexpected was one discovered at Scottsbluff on 2 February (AK). A good 
wintering count for the location was 61 seen near Ames (DP, JP). The first 
migrants were noted at Alma on 18 February (GH, WH) and Dakota Co on 20 
February (BFH). 

Eastern Screech-Owl : Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: Two nests with sitting adults were found near Alma, 
Harlan Co, by 21 February, and 4 by the end of the period (GH, WH). 

Barred Owl: Reports away from Missouri River Valley counties included 
singles found at Hormel Park, Fremont, Dodge Co., on 1 January (DP, JP), 
and 3 identified on the BOL CBC on 17 December (fide JG). 

Lona-ear ed Owl : The best count was of at least 10 flushed from cedars near 
Keystone L on 26 February (SJD, LR, RH). 

Short-ea red Owl : The best count totaled 5 at Buckskin Hills on 12 
February (BFH). 
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B.fel t fi.d. K iaflfish&f; Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker : Unusual in midwinter at the location was a 
juvenile which molted into adult plumage while wintering in southwest Dixon 
Co(JJ). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : The individual which appeared at Mitchell in 
November (see Fall Report) remained until at least 25 February (Kathy 
Larsen fide AK). It became the first ever on a Scottsbluff CBC (fide AK). Now 
regular in winter as far west as Keith Co in the Platte Valleys, 3 were 
counted on the LM CBC on 2 January (fide SJD). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker : As expected, midwinter singles appeared in 
the southeast: ADF on 4 January (LF, CF), and Peru State College, Nemaha Co, 
on 16 January (BC). 

Downv Woodpecker Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker: Routine reports. 

Northern Flicker : A 'Ted-shafted flicker" was recorded on the Lincoln 
CBC on 18 December, the 6th time in the last 10 counts (LRB). 

Pileated Woodpecker : Presumably one of the resident birds was found in 
FF on the Omaha CBC on 18 December (BP). 

Northern Shrike : Many reports of good numbers were received statewide. 
As many as 45 were tallied in western Nebraska for the period (SJD), and an 
excellent 11 were counted as far southeast as the BOL CBC on 17 December 
(fide JG). It has been recorded on 7 of the last 10 Lincoln CBCs (LRB). 
Lo ggerhead Shrike : Winter reports are usually confined to the extreme 
southeast, where, for example, it has been recorded on 7 of the last 10 
Lincoln CBCs (LRB), the same as the Northern Shrike. The 3 reported on the 
Grand Island CBC, however, appeared at the western edge of the early winter 
range. 

Blue Jav : It seems most leave the high northwest in winter, as only 2 
appeared at a feeder in Chadron all winter (ZU). On the other hand, a good 
count of 17 was made on the Scottsbluff CBC on 18 December (fide AK). 
Pinvon Jav: A flock was spotted south of Crawford, Dawes Co, on 3 January 
(B), and a few attended the James Ranch feeders throughout the period ($L). 
There were no other reports. 

Black-billed Magpie : Reports came from the slowly-expanding 
southeastern edge of the range were as many as 6 were found on the BOL CBC 
on 18 December (fide JG); 3 appeared in the Crete, Saline Co, area on 6 
February (MO); one was identified at Wolf L on 16 January (TH); and 2 were 
seen south of Scribner, Dodge Co., on 21 January (DP, JP). 
Americaa,.£cp..re Routine reports. 

Horned Lark: The best count reached 3460 in Perkins Co on 1 January 
(LR, RH). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports. 

Tufted Titmouse: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Many reports were received, but none from west 
of Kearney (LR, RH). The best count totaled 11 at BOL on 30 January (LE), 
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and, on CBCs, 28 at BOL on 17 December (fide JG). In general, numbers 
were about normal. 

y/^ite-breasted Nuthatch : In Scotts Bluff Co, where it is a winter 
visitor, 3 were spotted at Wildcat Hills NC on 18 December (AK). Observers 
in the west should try to hear the calls as both eastern and western 
subspecies probably occur in winter. The western birds (high-pitched yank , 
yank, sounds more like a chip) sound very different from the eastern 
(lower-pitched nasal yank , yank). 

p ygmv Nuthatch : An excellent count was 38 tallied in Sioux Co and 13 in 
Dawes Co on 17 January (SJD). 

Frown Creeper : Generally rarer westward, up to 9 wintered in the 
Keystone L area (SJD), and one spotted was at CCM on 19 February (SJD). 
The best count reached 10 at BOL on 16 January (JS), and the HCR CBC on 17 
December registered a good total of 22 (fide JGJ). 

Carolina Wreii : The summer range is in the southeast, but Carolina Wrens 
tend to occur outside this range in winter on a casual basis as a prelude to 
range expansion if they survive the winter. The most western outpost is at 
HCR, where 3 were counted on the CBC on 17 December (fide JGJ) and 1 -2 
birds were noted at different spots around HCR during the period (GH, WH, 
LR, RH). Birds were seen at HCR in December 1998 also, but were not 
reported during the summer of 1999. Also westerly were singles sighted at 
Crane Meadows NC, Hall Co, 4 January (B) and on the Doane College campus 
at Crete, Saline Co, on 22 January (LE). 

Winter Wren : There were more reports than usual in the usual winter 
haunts in the Missouri River valley, mostly of singles, but a surprising 
number of westerly reports were received. As many as 3 were found on the 
LM CBC on 2 January (fide SJD); and 2 were at spotted Ash Hollow SHP on 19 
and 26 February (SJD). Interestingly, one of the latter was of the western 
subspecies pacificus , distinguishable from the eastern birds by call notes 
(SJD). The birds at Keystone L were easterns ( hiemalis ) (SJD), as was one 
discovered at HCR on the CBC on 17 December (SJD). in Lincoln, Winter 
Wrens have been found on 3 of the last 10 CBCs (LRB), and one was spotted at 
BOL on 16 January (JS). 

Marsh Wren : Wintering birds appeared at several western locations, found 
to be the norm in recent years along the North Platte Valley: one at Kiowa 
Springs, 2 at Facus Springs, 6 at CCM, and 3 at Keystone L (SJD). A rather 
late find at a northerly location was one identified on the Calamus CBC on 28 
December (LR, RH). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet : Good numbers were reported throughout the 
period, especially in the west, where wintering is uncommon. As many as 56 
were found on the LM CBC on 2 January (fide SJD); 2 were discovered at Ash 
Hollow SHP on 19 February (SJD); 7 were seen there on 26 February (LR, 
RH); and 5 were spotted at CCM on 19 February (SJD). 

Rubv-cro wned Kinglet : The only report was of a very late bird seen in 
Lincoln on 30 December (LE). This species is a rare but regular winter 
visitor in the extreme southeast. 
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Eastern Bluebird : As is usual, small numbers were reported in 
midwinter west to Ash Hollow SHP and north to Niobrara, Knox Co. Six were 
found at Niobrara on 22 January (B) and 7 were seen at Ash Hollow SHP on 
19 February (SJD). At HCR, none was found between 8 January and 21 
February (GH, WH), exemplifying the tendency for most Eastern Bluebirds 
to move out in midwinter. 

Mountain Bluebird : Unexpectedly far east were the 3 birds that wintered 
in Seward Co, at least until 4 February (PK, JG). This sighting is the 14th 
record for eastern Nebraska. Confirming the cedar canyons in southeastern 
Lincoln Co as a regular wintering site, 400 were found in Cottonwood and 
Boxelder Canyons on 2 January(B). Can we call the movement from the 
summer range in northwestern Nebraska to Lincoln Co an altitudinal 
migration? More than usual, as many as 81, wintered below Keystone Dam 
(SJD). 

Townsend's Solitaire : Almost as amazing as the absence of Red-tailed 
Hawks from the Scottsbluff CBC was the absence of this species also (AK). 
Solitaires were very scarce in the west this winter (SJD), and only 14 were 
counted on the LM CBC (fide SJD). A belated report identifies one wintering at 
HCR 1998-99 (GH, WH), rather far south and east. 

Hermit Thrush : At least one wintered in the Keystone L area (SJD, DCE); 
it was of the eastern subspecies faxoni (SJD). This sighting is only the 2nd 
record of overwintering for the state; and the following records are only the 
12th and 13th for midwinter: two were seen at Neale Woods (Krimlofski 
Tract) as late as 2 January (B), and another was spotted at Bassway Strip, 
Buffalo Co, on 13 February (LB). The latter and the Keystone L bird denote 
only the 2nd and 3rd midwinter records away from the east. 

American Robin: The best count of wintering birds totaled 465 at ADF on 
21 January (LF, CF), and best count overall was 1200 migrants at Wolf L on 
27 February (TH). The first for spring in the northwest were 8-10 spotted 
at a Chadron feeder on 8 February (ZU), while the last in fall were 2 
reported there on 7 December (ZU). 

Gray Catbird : Only the 2nd January record for the state, the other In 
Buffalo Co, one was identified at James Ranch on 3 January (SL). No others 
were reported. 

Mart hem. .Mocking bird : Westerly for midwinter were singles sighted on 
the LM CBC on 2 January (JSe, WRS) and at CCM on 15 January and 26 
February (SJD, LR, RH). There are very few February reports for this 
species. 

Brown Thrasher : Overwintering is rare, but one made it at the Neale 
Woods feeders (JB). Another which probably wintered was seen southwest of 
Elkhorn, Douglas Co., on 1 February (B). One was also recorded on the LM 
CBC on 2 January (fide SJD) but was not subsequently reported. 

European Starling : A high count of 16746 was made on the HCR CBC on 
17 December (fide JGJ). 
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rfffjflr Waxwina : Numbers were low this winter; the best count reached 
only 115, at Wolf L on 16 January (TH). Last winter, 1999-99, 800+ 
were counted at Alma on 1 January (GH, WH). 

n^nge-crowned Warbler : Very late was one seen on the Lincoln CBC on 

1 8 December (LE), the 3rd December record for the state. 

fl ftrthern Parula : An amazing record was an immature male photographed 
at Keystone L on 4 December (SJD), by far the latest ever in fall. 
Yfiiiow-rumped Warbler : A surprising 18 were still at HCR on 1 
January (GH, WH); 10 wintered there 1998-99 for probably the only 
overwintering report for the state. Rather late for the location was a female 
"myrtle" found below Kingsley Dam 15 January (SJD), one of few January 
records that far west. Two Yellow-rumped Warblers were found on the LM 
CBC on 2 January (fide SJD). 

Spotted Towhee: Routine reports. 

American Tree Sparrow ; Very good CBC counts were made in the east: 
1367 tallied at BOL on 17 December (fide JG) and 1114 counted at DeSoto 
NWR on 19 December (fide MS). At Scottsbluff, however, the 10 birds 
tallied was the lowest count ever (AK). 

Field Sparrow: The only reports, neither with details, but both at likely 
locations, were of singles found on the Lincoln CBC on 18 December, where it 
has been reported 4 of the last 10 counts (LRB), and at DeSoto NWR CBC on 

19 December (fide MS). 

Savannah Sparrow : No details were provided for one discovered at 
Nebraska City on 27 February (LF, CF); this bird would be a very early 
migrant (arrival is usually in late March) or possibly a nearby winterer, 
and the first February record for Nebraska. 

Fox Sparrow : The only midwinter record was of one seen in northern 
Lancaster Co on 16 January (LE). A good total of 4 was reported on the BOL 
CBC on 17 December (fide JG). 

Song Sparrow : Rare in midwinter in the northwest, one appeared at a 
Chadron feeder from 2 to 3 February (ZU). First singing was heard near 
Ames, Dodge Co, on 21 February (DP, JP). 

Lincoln's Sparrow : Wintering is casual at best for this species, although 
there are a few January records but none in February except for a belated 
report of 1 to 2 wintering at HCR 1998-99; one was still present on 25 
January and on 17 February; and details were provided. This winter, one in 
the observers' yard near Gibbon between 29 and 30 January (LR, RH), 
details provided, may have been wintering nearby. Late and westerly was one 
identified on the LM CBC on 2 January (fide SJD). 

Swamp Sparrow : Although wintering is rare, especially as far west as 
Kiowa Springs, where 2 were found on 20 February (SJD), singles were 
spotted at Wehrspann L on 22 January (MO) and Niobrara Marsh near 
Niobrara, Knox Co, the same day (B). A good count was 9 at Nathan's L, 
Washington Co, on the DeSoto NWR CBC on 19 February (fide MS). 
White-th roated Sparrow : As expected, a few wintered in the extreme 
southeast, at Lincoln (LE), Nebraska City, Otoe Co, (LF, CF), and Bellevue, 
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Sarpy Co, (BP, LP), and reports occurred west to Kearney (LR, RH) and the 
HCR (JGJ) area. Unexpected was one seen on the LM CBC on 2 January (SJD); 
the species is rare that far west at any time of year. 

Golden-crowned Sparrow : Several were seen feeding together 9 miles 
southwest of Brownlee, Cherry Co, on 3 December; their "colorful yellow 
crowns" were seen well (JD). This report represents the 7th record for the 
state, the 4th in fall. 

White-crowned Sparrow : Generally, low numbers overwinter in the 
state, especially in the east, and so the 32 birds seen near Keystone on 29 
January (SJD) was a good count. All White-crowns identified to race 
belonged to the pale-lored subspecies gambelii (SJD, LR, RH). 

Harris's Sparrow : Wintering birds are fewest westward, although 
regularly found in the North Platte Valley; one was noted at a Scottsbluff 
feeder throughout the period (fide AK) and at least one wintered at Keystone L 
(SJD). More unusual were a few discovered at the James Ranch feeders near 
Crawford, Dawes Co, throughout the period (SL). The best count reached 190 
on the BOL CBC on 18 December (fide JG). 

Dark-eyed. Junco : The biggest surprise was the presence of a "grey¬ 
headed" junco in a Papillion, Sarpy Co, yard between 16 January and 14 
February; it was beautifully documented (PS). Pure individuals of this taxon 
are rarely reported; this sighting is only the 6th documented record for the 
state, despite many reports without details. Many "pink-sided" juncos can 
have reddish backs, but pure "grey-headed" juncos are fairly large, have no 
pinkish-brown flank wash, are evenly grey except for the back, and are 
usually unaccompanied by other juncos. The only "white-winged" junco was 
one identified at the James Ranch feeders on 14 February (SL); a few winter 
within the summer range. "Oregon" juncos are scarce in the east; a fairly 
typical ratio was found on the Lincoln CBC on 18 December: 8 "oregons" and 
231 "slate-coloreds" (LRB). 

Lapland Lonqspur : The best count tallied an excellent 9050 in 4 flocks in 
Deuel Co on 5 February (SJD). 

Smiths Longspun A report was received without details of one located at 
Buccaneer Bay, Cass Co, on 18 December (B). In a mild winter, such an 
occurrence is not unexpected, but there are few documented records. There 
are two prior December reports, both on Lincoln CBCs. 

Snow Bunting : There were 3 reports: the 7 seen on the BOL CBC on 18 
December were the first count record (fide JG, LE); 20 were found in Cass Co 
on 24 December (GW); and 10 were located at a LM parking area on 5 and 19 
February (SJD). 

Northern Cardinal: Routine reports. 

Dickcissel: A male in "bright breeding plumage" was spotted at Alma, 
Harlan Co, on 1 January (GH, WH). This sighting is the 6th winter record. 
Red-winged Blackbird: The best fall count was 15,000 near Gering, 
Scotts Bluff Co, on 4 December (SJD); but the 20,706 tallied (counted 'em 
all!) at CCM on 29 January (SJD) may have been an early migrant flock, for 
wintering flocks of that size are rare. More the norm, although still unusual 
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at the location, was a wintering flock of 200 spotted near Ames, Dodge Co, 
(DP, JP). The earliest migrants are usually males, as was a flock located 
near Crete, Salene Co, on 6 February (MO). The earliest females were in a 
mixed flock found near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 20 February (LR, RH). 
jr flgtern Meadowlark : The first songs were heard in northern Lancaster Co 
on 27 February (LE) and at ADF on 29 February (LF, CF). 

tern Meadowlark : The first songs were heard in southeastern Otoe Co 
(LF, CF) and at Spring Creek Prairie near Denton (KP) on 17 February. As 
far west as Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, the first song occurred about the same 
time, on 19 February (AK). 

yellow-headed Blackbird : A single male may have wintered at Kiowa 
Springs 1997-98, but this year none was noted there between 4 December, 
when a male and female were present, and 20 February, when a single male 
was seen (SJD). Additional early single males were spotted at Keystone L on 
19 February (SJD) and east of Gering on 20 February (SJD). 
ffustv Blackbird : Singles or small groups winter occasionally in the east; 
the singles seen at Niobrara Marsh on 22 January (B) and near Ames on 2 
February (DP, JP) were probably in this category. Essentially an eastern 
species, reports were received west to Alma, Harlan Co, 16 found on 1 
January (GH, WH), and Crane Meadows NC, Hall Co, 22 sighted on 1 
December (B). 

Brewer's Blackbird : A good count of fall migrants was 55 at Nebraska 
City, Otoe Co, on 6 December (LF, CF), and early migrants were the 3 spotted 
at Wolf L on 23 February (TH). 

Common Grackle : A good CBC count totaled 34 at Lincoln on 18 December 
(fide LRB); this bird has been recorded there on 2 of the last 10 counts. 
Probably attempting to winter were 2 located in Crawford, Dawes Co, on 17 
January (SJD. Midwinter reports from the northwest are rare. The one seen 
east of Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, on 20 January (SJD) and as many as 19 at 
Lewellen, Garden Co, on 29 January (SJD) were also unexpected. Early 
migrants were the 6 spotted in Dixon Co on 29 February (JJ). 

Great-tailed Grackle : Westerly reports for winter are increasing; the 
10 found at CCM on 15 January (SJD) may have been some of the 13 seen 
there on 2 December (SJD). As many as 200 had returned to FL by 13 
February (LR, RH). No wintering birds were reported in the east. 
Brown-headed Cowbird : Midwinter records are few, especially of 
numbers and away from the southeast. A feedlot near Alma, Harlan Co, hosted 
10 on 20 January 1999 and 20 on 8 January this year (GH , WH). 
£ray-crowned Rosy-Finch : Flocks were found at the usual locations in 
southwestern Sioux Co; up to 15 were seen along the road north of Henry 
between 3 January and 20 February (SJD), and about 50 were wintering in 
buttes on the Hughson Ranch in southern Sioux Co (HKH). 

Purple Finch : The many reports were encouraging after a few low years, 
although few were found in Cass Co,where a long decline has been noted (GW). 
The best counts were recorded on CBCs: 61 at DeSoto NWR on 19 December 
(fide MS) and 34 at BOL on 18 December (fide JG). Rare westward, an adult 
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male was seen at Keystone L on 2 January (SJD); a female was found at a 
feeder near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 17 January (LR, RH), and 2 were located 
at Crane Meadows NC feeders in Hall Co 9 Dec (B). 

House Finch : Where do summering birds go in winter? Near Ames, Dodge 
Co, none was around until 21 February (DP, JP). 

Red Crossbill : Routine reports. 

White-winged Crossbill : Only two singles were reported: an immature 
spotted at the Tekamah Cem, Burt Co on 5 December (JGJ), and one bird at 
the Lutheran Cem, Norfolk, Madison Co, on 15 January (B). These, after a 
single male in the fall, were the sum for the winter! 

Common Redpoll : Only singles were reported, from all parts of the state. 
It is rare as far southeast as Bellevue, Sarpy Co, and Nebraska City, Otoe Co, 
where one was reported at Bellevue on IB December(B) and another at a 
Nebraska City feeder on 19 February (LF, CF). Other singles were noted at a 
feeder near Seward, Seward Co, on 5 February (JG), at Crane Meadows NC, 
Hall Co, on 4 January (B), and at Scottsbfuff on 12 December (AK). 

Pine Siskin: Numbers were generally low; the best count was 81 on the 
Scottsbluff CBC on 18 December (fide AK). 

AmfilicaD-Sol d finjC ti : Routine reports. 

Evening Grosbeak : None reported. 

H o u se Sparrow: Routine reports. 

if * * * it 


The Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Fall meeting took place once again at the 
Nebraska National Forest at Halsey between October 8 and 10. The following 
table represents the count, 108 species in all, for the five areas listed. As 
usual, the counts for Thomas and Blaine counties exclude the National Forest 
land in both counties. 


COUNTIES 


Species 

Cherry 

Brown 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Forest 

Pie-billed Grebe 

X 

X 




Western Grebe 

X 

X 




American White Pelican 

X 

X 




Double-crested 

Cormorant 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

American Bittern 


X 




Great Blue Heron 

X 

X 


X 

X 
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(species 

Cherry 

Brown 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Forest 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 


X 




Trumpeter Swan 

X 





Great White-fronted Goose 





X 

Snow Goose 





X 

Canada Goose 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Wood Duck 

X 

X 



X 

Green-Winged Teal 

X 

X 




Mallard 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Northern Pintail 

X 





Blue-Winged Teal 

X 

X 



X 

Northern Shoveler 

X 





Gadwall 

X 

X 




American Wigeon 

X 

X 




Canvasback 

X 





Redhead 

X 

X 




Ring-necked Duck 

X 





Lesser Scaup 

X 





Bufflehead 

X 





Ruddy Duck 

X 

X 




Turkey Vulture 




X 

X 

Northern Harrier 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 



X 


X 

Cooper’s Hawk 





X 

Swainson’s Hawk 

X 





Red-tailed Hawk 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Ferruginous Hawk 

X 

X 




Golden Eagle 

X 



X 

X 

American Kestrel 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Species 

Cherry 

Brown 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Forest | 

Merlin 


i 


X 


Prairie Falcon 

X 




x | 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

X 


X 

X 

j 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 1 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

X 


X 


X 1 

Wild Turkey 


X 

X 


x 1 

Northern Bobwhite 





X | 

Sora 


X 



j 

American Coot 

X 

X 



I 

Sandhill Crane 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X | 

Killdeer 

X 

X 

X 


1 

Greater Yellowlegs 

X 


X 


1 

Least Sandpiper 

X 




j 

Baird’s Sandpiper 

X 




1 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

X 




1 

Common Snipe 

X 

X 



1 

Franklin’s Gull 

X 




1 

Ring-Billed Gull 

X 

X 




Forster’s Tern 


X 




Rock Dove 

X 



X 


Mourning Dove 

X 

X 

X 



Eastern Screech-Owl 





x 1 

Great Horned Owl 

X 




X | 

Belted Kingfisher 

X 

X 


X 

1 

Red-headed Woodpecker 



X 

X 

1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 


X 



X | 

Downy Woodpecker 

X 

X 



X | 

Hairy Woodpecker 

X 




x l 
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Species 

Cherry 

Brown 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Forest 

Northern Flicker 

X 

X 



X 

Homed Lark 

X 

X 



X 

Blue Jay 





X 

Black-billed Magpie 





X 

American Crow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Black-capped Chickadee 

X 


X 


X 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 





X 

White-breasted Nuthatch 





X 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

X 




X 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 





X 

Eastern Bluebird 



X 


X 

Townsend’s Solitaire 





X 

American Robin 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

American Pipit 

X 

X 




Cedar Waxwing 

X 

X 


X 

X 

European Starling 

X 


X 



Orange-crowned Warbler 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Nashville Warbler 





X 

Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Common Yellowthroat 

X 


X 



Northern Cardinal 





X 

Spotted Towhee 

X 




X 

American Tree Sparrow 

X 




X 

Chipping Sparrow 

X 



X 

X 

Clay-Colored Sparrow 

X 




X 

Field Sparrow 

X 



X 

X 

Vesper Sparrow 

X 


X 


X 

Savannah Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

x 
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Species 

Cherry 

Brown 

Blaine 

Thomas 

Forest 

Grasshopper Sparrow 





X 

Song Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 


X 




Swamp Sparrow 



X 



White-throated Sparrow 



X 


X 

White-crowned Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Harris’ Sparrow 

X 




X 

Dark-eyed Junco 

X 




X 

Red-winged Blackbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Western Meadowlark 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

X 





Brewer’s Blackbird 

X 


X 



Common Grackle 

X 

X 



X 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

X 





House Finch 





X 

Red Crossbill 





X 

American Goldfinch 

X 

X 



X 

House Sparrow 



X 


X 







TpxalSpecies For Each Area 

77 

49 

32 

24 

61 

jiumba 

°f seed 

es Identi 


108 


* * * * * 


The 1999-2000 Nebraska Christmas Bird Count 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 _ West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

The 1999-2000 Christmas kird Count (CBC) period included ten 
counts in Nebraska (Table 2). These counts reported a total of 133 species, a 
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great totai for so few counts. Counts were scattered statewide, but most effort 
was in the eastern half of the state where most of the birders are. The top 
count this year was Lake McConaughy, where the combination of several 
lingering rarities, excellent participation, and great count weather led to a 
new record Nebraska count of 101 species, breaking the old record of 87 
species. Other excellent totals were 85 at Harlan County, 84 at Branched 
Oak-Seward, and 74 at both Lincoln and Omaha. Not surprisingly, Omaha 
(32) and Lincoln (26) had the most field observers. 

DISCUSSION OF SPECIES 

In the following discussion, I have attempted to discuss what I believe 
are the more important aspects of this year’s Christmas Bird Counts. This 
information includes my general impressions about some of the more common 
species, mention of rarities, notable misses, and other topics. 

The species totals for each count are listed in Table 1. The 1999-2000 
Nebraska CBC period will probably be best remembered for the extremely 
mild pre-count weather, much like last year. As in 1998-99, many lakes 
and rivers were completely ice-free at the beginning of the count period. 
There was some colder weather around Christmas, but warmer weather 
returned in late December. 

The semi-hardy waterbirds were well represented this year. The only 
loons were Common Loons: 2 at Lake McConaughy and 1 at Harlan County. 
Grebe totals were excellent, but most were at Lake McConaughy: 1 Horned, 2 
Red-necked, 352 Western, and 11 Clark’s. Noteworthy were the 5 Western 
Grebes at Harlan County. Four American White Pelicans were at Harlan 
County, a regular CBC locale for this species. Harlan County also hosted an 
excellent count of 41 Double-crested Cormorants; singles were at Branched 
Oak-Seward and Lake McConaughy (an injured bird). The total of 27 Great 
Blue Herons was respectable, although half of these were at Lake McConaughy. 

Waterfowl were well represented again this year with an outstanding 
29 species reported statewide. Among the geese, there were Greater White- 
fronted Geese on two counts, small numbers of Snow Geese on six counts (all 
in the east), and 2 Ross’ Geese at Branched Oak-Seward. Canada Geese were 
recorded on all but one count and were most numerous along the Platte River 
Valley. The only swans this year were 11 well-documented Tundra Swans at 
Omaha. Duck numbers were generally excellent this year. Lake McConaughy 
hosted impressive numbers of several species, including 604 Gadwall, 165 
American Wigeon, 210 Redhead, 63 Greater and 380 Lesser Scaup, 271 
Bufflehead, and 19 Red-breasted Mergansers, many of which are record CBC 
totals for Nebraska. Other noteworthy totals included 104 Northern 
Shovelers at Branched Oak-Seward and 24,075 Common and 14 Red-breasted 
mergansers at Harlan County. A number of unusual waterfowl were found this 
year, highlighted by the male Tufted Duck at Lake McConaughy, which had 
been present since early December and is the first report of this species in 
Nebraska. Other good finds included an American Black Duck at Lincoln, single 
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Greater Scaup at Harlan County and Branched Oak-Seward, and single Surf 
and Black scoters, 6 Oldsquaw, and 3 Barrow's Goldeneye at Lake 
McConaughy. 

The only Virginia Rails were 4 at Lake McConaughy, an expected winter 
location. Birders should check any open water with dense cattail beds for this 
species and Marsh Wren in winter. Both species are known to be widespread 
in winter in the Panhandle, and they could occur much farther east. There 
were small numbers of American Coots on several counts, plus an amazing 
1,100 at Lake McConaughy. Killdeer were found on five counts and Common 
Snipe were on three counts. Gull numbers were good this year, but diversity 
on several counts was disappointing. An exception was Harlan County, which 
reported 7 species including a single alternate-plumaged Franklin’s Gull, 16 
Bonaparte’s Gulls, a California Gull, and an adult Black-legged Kittiwake. 
Lake McConaughy hosted a large number of Ring-billed Gulls (7,000) plus 
41 California Gulls, but no unusual gull species were found there. 

Small numbers of Mourning Doves were found on five counts, perhaps 
indicative of the scarcity of this species in Nebraska this winter. Expected 
numbers of the three common owls (Eastern Screech-, Great Horned, and 
Barred) were found this year, plus single Long-eared Owls on three counts. 
Small numbers of Belted Kingfishers were found on all but two counts. Only 9 
Red-headed Woodpeckers were found on three counts, all in the southeast. 
This total, plus the generally low numbers of Blue Jays, is probably 
indicative of a poor acorn crop. A single Red-bellied Woodpecker was 
noteworthy as far west as Scottsbluff, where the species has only recently 
appeared. Other interesting woodpecker reports included 2 Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers at Lincoln and a single Pileated Woodpecker at Omaha. The only 
Loggerhead Shrike was a single at Lincoln, but Northern Shrikes were more 
numerous with single count totals of 11 at both Lake McConaughy at Branched 
Oak-Seward. Observers should take care when identifying winter shrikes in 
Nebraska. A few Loggerhead Shrikes might be expected in southeastern 
Nebraska in winter, but Northern Shrike is far more numerous over the 
remainder of the state. 

It was a good year for Red-breasted Nuthatches with small numbers 
reported on seven counts. The high count was 31 at Lincoln. Brown Creepers 
were also numerous this year with a high count of 46 at Lincoln. Wrens made 
a strong showing this year. An excellent total of 10 Carolina Wrens was 
reported at Omaha and small numbers were found west to Harlan County and 
Kearney. Winter Wrens were found on four counts with a high count of 3 at 
Lake McConaughy. Marsh Wrens were found at Lake McConaughy and 
Calamus-Loup. I also suspect this species winters regularly within the 
Scottsbluff count circle. It was a great year for Golden-crowned Kinglets with 
167 found on six counts, including 56 at Lake McConaughy and 43 at Lincoln. 
Eastern Bluebirds were found on six counts with a high of 54 at Branched 
Oak-Seward. Small numbers of Mountain Bluebirds and Townsend’s Solitaires 
and a single Hermit Thrush were at Lake McConaughy. American Robins were 
recorded on every count with a high of 2.502 at Lake McConaughy. The only 
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Northern Mockingbird was a single at Lake McConaughy, and single Brown 
Thrashers were found on three counts. Cedar Waxwings were a bit scarce this 
year with a high count of 178 at Norfolk. Noteworthy was an Orange-crowned 
Warbler documented at Lincoln. The only other warblers were 2 Yellow- 
rumped Warblers at Lake McConaughy. 

Sparrow numbers were generally very good this year, especially the 
zonotrichid sparrows. Small numbers of Spotted Towhees were found on three 
counts, all in the east. A single Field Sparrow was a good find at Lincoln, 
while the only Lincoln’s Sparrow was at Lake McConaughy. White-throated 
Sparrows were found in good numbers this year. The high count was 21 at 
Omaha and a single was unusual as far west as Lake McConaughy. It was a 
banner year for Harris’ Sparrows with three counts each exceeding 100 
individuals. White-crowned Sparrows were also numerous, especially in the 
west, with a high count of 73 at Harlan County. Lapland Longspurs were found 
on six counts with a high of 647 at Norfolk. The only Snow Buntings were 7 at 
Branched Oak-Seward. 

Icterids were a mixed bag this year. Red-winged Blackbirds were found 
on every count; the peak was 1,094 at Scottsbluff. In winter, this species is 
typically most numerous in western Nebraska. It was a good year for 
meadowlarks, and quite a few Westerns (37) were singing at Lake 
McConaughy. Rusty Blackbirds were found in good numbers on several 
eastern counts and single Brewer’s Blackbirds were described at Kearney, 
Norfolk, and Omaha. 

In general, it was another poor year for winter finches. Purple Finches 
made a decent showing on eastern counts with a single bird as far west as Lake 
McConaughy. Two Red Crossbills at Lake McConaughy and 2 Common Redpolls 
at Omaha were the only reports for those species. Pine Siskins were present 
in small numbers statewide with a high count of 345 at Lake McConaughy. 
American Goldfinches were also widespread in small numbers. 

NOTABLE MISSES 

A number of species were not reported this year, including Trumpeter 
Swan, Glaucous Gull, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Short-eared Owl, and Great¬ 
tailed Grackle. 


UNDOCUMENTED REPORTS 

There were a number of reports this year that probably should have 
been accompanied by some supporting details or more thorough 
documentation. These included an Osprey and a Bohemian Waxwing at Norfolk, 
2 Blue-winged Teal at Lincoln, and a Smith’s Longspur at Omaha. For this 
reason, these reports were not included in my summary. 
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Table 1: 1999 Christmas Bird Count 


Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Cafaums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total 

Common Loon 


2 

1 








3 

Pie-billed Grebe 


4 







2 


6 

Horned Grebe 


1 









1 

Red-necked Grebe 


2 









2 

Western Grebe 


352 

5 








357 

Clark’s Grebe 


11 









11 

American White 
Pelican 



4 








4 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 


1 

41 




1 




43 

Great Blue Heron 

1 

13 

4 

1 



1 

6 

1 


27 

Great White- 
fronted Goose 




7 



2 




9 

Snow Goose 



203 


5 

35 

1169 

150 

420 


1982 

Ross’ Goose 







2 




2 






































Species 

Scctts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Calaums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total I 

Canada Goose 

12065 

5741 

2293 

9205 

2576 

228 

3096 

1816 

627 


37647 

Tundra Swan 









11 


11 

Wood Duck 








1 



1 

Gadwall 


604 

38 

13 


10 

9 

56 

12 


742 

American Wigeon 

17 

165 

1 




1 

7 



191 

American Black 

Duck 








1 



1 

Mallard 

6710 

20868 

31161 

232 

1886 

139 

6015 

2611 

730 


70352 

Northern Shoveler 


16 

61 

2 


1 

104 

1 



185 

Northern Pintail 

9 

6 

4 



4 

4 


1 


28 

Green-winged Teal 


72 

47 




10 


6 


135 

Canvasback 


82 

4 


3 

2 

4 


5 


100 

Redhead 


210 

14 

13 




19 



256 

Ring-necked Duck 


84 





2 




86 | 

T ufted Duck 


1 









1 

Greater Scaup 


63 

1 




1 




65 

Lesser Scaup 


380 

89 




47 

2 

29 


547 . ..I 
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Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Calaums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total II 

Surf Scoter 


1 









1 

Black Scoter 


1 









1 

Oldsquaw 


6 









6 

Bufflehead 


271 

6 




2 




279 

Common 

Goldeneye 

10 

896 

148 

17 

6 


69 

72 

83 

4 

1305 

Barrow’s 

Goldeneye 


3 









3 

Hooded Merganser 


6 

7 




5 

11 

7 


36 

Common 

Merganser 


4392 

24075 

7 

30 


611 

4 

14 

5 

29138 

Red-breasted 

Merganser 


19 

14 




1 

1 



35 

Ruddy Duck 


12 

1 

1 



3 

4 

5 


26 j 

Bald Eagle 

11 

39 

109 

7 

34 

11 

2 


6 

4 

223 

Northern Harrier 


16 

18 

10 

5 

6 

9 

5 

2 


71 

Sharp-shinned 

Hawk 

1 

4 

1 

3 


2 

3 

1 

7 


22 

Cooper’s Hawk 


1 


2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 


12 










































Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Calaums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Qak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total 

Northern Goshawk 






1 

1 




2 

accipiter sp. 


1 










Red-Shouldered Hawk 









1 


1 

Red-tailed Hawk 


22 

49 

30 

7 

29 

66 

51 

93 

5 

352 

Ferruginous Hawk 


1 

1 








2 l 

Rough-legged 

Hawk 

1 

4 

2 

3 

10 

5 

2 




27 | 

Golden Eagle 

5 

1 

1 



1 





8 

American Kestrel 

13 

36 

13 

18 

17 

12 

15 

19 

18 

4 

165 

Merlin 


3 

1 

1 


1 

3 




9 

Prairie Falcon 




1 

1 






2 

Ring-necked 

Pheasant 

2 

47 

1 

15 

3 

109 

8 


5 

1 

191 

Sharp-tailed 

Grouse 


41 



4 






45 

Greater Prairie- 

Chicken 


48 



23 

1 





72 

Wild Turkey 

91 

5 


53 

100 


1 


101 


J 51 
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Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Calaums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total 

Northern Bobwhite 

12 


16 

15 

1 

16 

34 


5 


99 

Virginia Rail 


4 









4 

American Coot 


1100 

49 



5 

5 

9 

7 


1175 

Killdeer 

2 

17 

3 



3 



1 


26 

Common Snipe 

10 

5 




12 





27 

Franklin's Gull 



1 








1 

Bonaparte’s Gull 



16 








16 

Ring-Billed Gull 

43 

7000 

3150 

14 



54 

52 

58 


10371 

California Gull 


41 

1 








42 

Herring Gull 


82 

369 




53 

4 

1 


509 

Thayer’s Gull 



2 








2 

Black-legged 

Kittiwake 



1 








1 

I Rock Dove 

88 

106 

47 

217 

15 

173 

113 

509 

131 


1399 

Mourning Dove 


11 

13 




8 

23 

26 


81 

Eastern Screech- 

Owl 


2 

7 



6 

11 

6 

5 


37 





































Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Cataums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total I 

Great Homed Owl 

1 

10 

6 

2 

4 

8 

7 

10 

3 

1 

52 f 

Barred Owl 






1 

3 

3 

2 


9 

I Long-eared Owl 






1 

1 



1 

3 

Belted Kingfisher 

2 

7 

5 


1 

4 

4 

3 

4 


30 

Red-headed 

Woodpecker 







5 

3 

1 


s 

Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 

1 

3 

29 

3 

1 

14 

36 

49 

118 

5 

.. — 

259 

Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker 








2 



2 

Downy 

Woodpecker 

5 

22 

43 

4 

11 

44 

72 

161 

156 

5 

523 1 

Hairy Woodpecker 

1 

8 

5 

1 

3 

17 

8 

16 

15 


74 1 

Northern Flicker 

*10 

52 

55 

10 

6 

12 

62 

37 

61 

3 

308 J 

Pileated 

Woodpecker 









1 


1 

Loggerhead Shrike 








1 



1 

Northern Shrike 

2 

11 

3 


2 

3 

11 

3 



35 
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Sp “‘" 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Calauro- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total 

Blue Jay 

17 

7 

17 

11 


35 

156 

141 

93 

3 

480 

Black-billed Magpie 

18 

159 

34 

37 

1 

29 

6 



3 

287 

American Crow 

49 

85 

121 

66 

1869 

870 

817 

943 

251 

140 

5211 

Horned Lark 

30 

262 

183 

928 

17 

1138 

47 

18 

2587 


5210 

Black-capped 

Chickadee 

25 

73 

145 

20 

96 

75 

144 

221 

353 

19 

1171 

Tufted Titmouse 









63 



Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 


2 

3 

8 

3 

14 

28 

31 

10 


99 

White-breasted 

Nuthatch 

3 

23 

30 

8 

1 

31 

70 

61 

204 

7 

438 

Brown Creeper 


9 

22 

6 

2 

5 

16 

46 

17 


123 

Carolina Wren 



3 

2 



1 

2 

10 


18 

Winter Wren 


3 

1 




1 

1 



6 

Marsh Wren 


3 



2 






5 

Golden-crowned 

1 Kinglet 


56 

8 



3 

38 

43 

19 


167 













































Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Calaums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total 

Eastern Bluebird 


9 

1 


3 


54 

7 

21 


95 

Mountain Bluebird 


13 









13 

Townsend’* 

Solitaire 


14 









14 

Hermit Thrush 


1 









1 

American Robin 

71 

2502 

309 

23 

1 

1 

624 

91 

297 

15 

3934 

Northern 

Mockingbird 


1 









1 

Brown Thrasher 


1 

1 





1 



3 

European 

Starling 

3932 

558 

16746 

1284 

250 

5554 

1178 

1670 

1874 

70 

33116 

Cedar Waxwing 


40 

21 

7 

21 

178 

103 

16 

68 

113 

567 

Orange-crowned 

Warbler 








1 



1 

Yellow-rumped 

Warbler 


2 









2 

Spotted Towbee 




2 

2 


4 




8 
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Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Calaums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total 

American Tree 
Sparrow 

10 

575 

807 

388 

62 

1127 

1367 

1811 

722 

5 

6874 

Field Sparrow 








1 



1 

Fox Sparrow 



1 




4 


1 


6 

Song Sparrow 

1 

30 

42 

6 

1 


17 

9 

56 


162 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 


1 










White-throated 

Sparrow 


1 

1 

1 



4 

9 

21 


37 

Ham's' Sparrow 


20 

123 

21 

2 

95 

190 

142 

61 


654 

White-crowned 

Sparrow 

11 

28 

73 

1 

10 



6 



129 

Dark-eyed Junco 

36 

759 

404 

190 

177 

1184 

1611 

951 

1738 

24 

7074 

Lapland Longspur 


55 

73 

3 


647 

8 


81 

867 

Snow Bunting 







7 




7 

Northern Cardinal 


13 

85 

22 

17 

36 

100 

154 

179 

2 

608 

1 Red-winged 
| Blackbird 

1094 

325 

246 

84 

no 

338 

11 

346 

4 

4 

2562 











































Species 

Scotts 

Bluff 

Lake 

McCon- 

naughy 

Harlan 

County 

Kearney 

Cataums- 

Loop 

Norfolk 

Branched 

Oak- 

Seward 

Lincoln 

Omaha 

Dakota- 

Dix 

Total |j 

Western Meadowlark 


37 









37 : j 

meadowlark sp. 

7 

53 

287 

130 


101 

136 

87 

155 


956 

Rusty Blackbird 






26 

16 

35 


20 

97 

Brewer’s Blackbird 




1 


1 



1 


3 

Common Crackle 


3 

13 



1 

1 

34 

15 


67 

Brown-headed 

Cowbird 



20 



19 





39 

Purple Finch 


1 




1 

34 

10 

5 


51 

House Finch 

40 

138 

174 

44 

8 

358 

62 

70 

158 

4 

1056 

Red Crossbill 


2 









2 

Common Redpoll 









2 


2 

Pine Siskin 

81 

345 


6 

4 

5 

33 

43 

10 


527 

American Goldfinch 

87 

250 

44 

73 

154 

79 

157 

60 

195 

1 

1100 

House Sparrow 

346 

181 

202 

292 

74 

1215 

146 

617 

549 

26 

3648 

TOTAL SPECIES 

43 

101 

85 

57 

50 

64 

84 

74 

74 

27 

133 

TOTAL BIRDS 

24971 

49675 

82479 

13571 

7642 

14083 

18949 

13410 

12603 

494 

2378771 
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Table 2, Site data for 1999-2000 Nebraska Christmas Bird Counts 


Count Name 

Date 

Species 

Total birds 

Obs. 

ScottsblufT 

18 Dec 

43 

24,971 

9 

Lake McConaughy 

2 Jan 

101 

49,675 

17 

Harlan County 

17 Dec 

85 

82,479 

6 

Kearney 

18 Dec 

57 

13,441 

14 

Calamus-Loup 

28 Dec 

50 

7,368 

10 

Norfolk 

18 Dec 

64 

14,236 

16 

Branched Oak 
-Seward 

17 Dec 

84 

20,974 

17 

Lincoln 

18 Dec 

74 

13,454 

26 

Omaha 

18 Dec 

74 

12,603 

32 

Dakota-Dix 

2 Jan 

27 

494 

1 


Pt 

Mrs. 

Temp 

L 

H 

Snow 

Wind 

2 

13 

20 

56 

0 

W 0-55 

9 

66 

28 

45 

0 

NW 0-15 

4 

35 

19 

28 

1 

NE 5-20 

7 

32 

20 

32 

l 

S 0-15 

5 

28 

40 

55 

0 

NW 10-25 

8 

? 

16 

43 

1 

SVV 0-12 

9 

63 

20 

27 

2 

NNW 10-20 

13 

103 

20 

27 

0 

? 

13 

72 

15 

34 

0 

NW 0-10 

1 

8 

27 

33 

0 

light 
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Black-throated Gray Warbler at Oliver Reservoir 


Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 _ West Magnolia Street 
Fort Collins, CO 80521 


On 1 May 1999, I was birding a point along the north shore of the lake 
when I encountered as small flock of Yellow-rumped and Orange-crowned 
Warblers. At approximately 8:06 a.m. I was working my way through the 
flock when I heard a different chip note. The bird was feeding in a nearby 
tree, and I immediately recognized it as a male Black-throated Gray Warbler. 
1 was able to study the bird at close range until 8:16 a.m. The bird was 
roughly the size of an Orange-crowned Warbler and was noticeably smaller 
and shorter-tailed than a Yellow-rumped Warbler. The head pattern was 
striking: solid black except for a yellow loral spot, a white eyebrow, and a 
broad white whisker mark. The throat and upper breast were also black. The 
remainder of the underparts was white except for some darker streaking 
along the flanks. The mantle was gray and was slightly paler than the head. 
The wings were also gray with two narrow white wingbars. The tail was dark 
gray above and showed a lot of white when viewed from below. The warbler- 
like bill was short, thin, and dark-colored. The legs were also dark-colored. 
On the basis of the solid black throat, I concluded it was an adult male. 

Surprisingly, this represents the first documented record of a Black- 
throated Gray Warbler in Nebraska. There are at least five previous reports 
of this species in Nebraska from May (3), August, and September. Black- 
throated Gray Warblers are annual migrants, mostly in spring, on the 
eastern plains of Colorado and future records can be expected from the 
Nebraska Panhandle. 


* * * * * 


Gray Flycatcher at Oliver Reservoir 

Stephen J. Dinsmore, Loren Padelford, and Babs Padelford 

On 17 May 1999, we were birding near the main entrance of Oliver 
Reservoir State Recreation Area in Kimball County, Nebraska. At 8:05 a.m. 
we found a very gray empidonax flycatcher in the scattered trees south of the 
main entrance. After studying the bird for a few minutes, we concluded that 
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the bird was a Gray Flycatcher. We studied and photographed the bird at close 
range until we left at 8:55 a.m. 

The bird was clearly an empidonax because of the small size and typical 
flycatcher behavior. What initially caught our attention was the very lead 
gray appearance of this bird. The head, mantle, and tail were dull gray, 
contrasting with the white underparts. On the basis of these features alone, 
this bird stood out from the approximately eighty empidonax flycatchers we 
had seen in Nebraska in the previous two weeks. The general appearance was 
that of a long-billed, small-headed, long-tailed empidonax. The wings 
appeared dark gray, but we later noticed some brown color on the primary 
shafts when the bird was viewed through a scope. The wing showed two 
narrow white wingbars. The primary projection was very short, giving the 
bird a short-winged look that accentuated the long-tailed appearance. The 
bird had a narrow white eyering that was obvious only at close range. The bill 
was rather long with a pale base to the lower mandible. The tail was dark gray 
with conspicuous white outer tail feathers, easily seen when the bird was 
foraging. Perhaps the most distinctive behavior of this bird was the constant 
tail-pumping, a behavior that was reminiscent of a phoebe. The tail was 
dropped slowly, then rapidly returned to its normal position. The bird did not 
vocalize. The combination of general coloration, tail-pumping behavior, bill 
size and color, short primary projection, pattern of the rectrices, and facial 
pattern eliminates all other empidonax flycatchers. 

This sighting represents the first record of a Gray Flycatcher in 
Nebraska. The species occurs regularly as close as Colorado, breeding locally 
in the extreme southeastern corner of the state (Las Animas and Bent 
counties) and across much of the western third of the state (Andrews and 
Righter 1992). It is a casual spring migrant on the eastern plains of 
Colorado, usually in May. In 1999, there were two records from this area on 
18 April and 8 May. It is likely that this species will occur in Nebraska 
again, probably in May and most likely somewhere in the western Panhandle. 
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Review of The Breeding Status of Lewis’s Woodpecker j n 
Nebraska 

Wayne J. Mollhoff 
1817 Boyd St. 

Ashland, NE 68003 

KNOWN HISTORY IN NEBRASKA 

Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis ) was first mentioned as a 
possible breeder in Nebraska by Bruner (1901), who included it in a list of 
birds that breed in the state. None of the authorities he cited, however, had 
published conclusive evidence of breeding, and one of them (Bates 1900) 
cited only a winter record. 

The species was mentioned in reports from the University of Nebraska 
field parties that worked in the Pine Ridge in 1900 and 1901. Crawford 
(1901) reports the discovery of only a single empty nest, despite weeks of 
fieldwork concentrated specifically on gathering nesting data on western 
species found in Nebraska’s Pine Ridge. The nest which they reported was 
investigated between 18 May and 1 June 1900. It was "found about 60 feet 
from the ground in a dead tree, but contained no eggs. This same tree yielded a 
set of five Sparrow Hawk's eggs.” He did not mention whether the nest was 
visited at a later date for proof of breeding. This remarkable absence of 
nesting data might be explained in part because the species frequently chooses 
the tallest available dead pine snag for a nest site, a site dangerous to visit 
under the best of conditions, and usually difficult or impossible to reach 
without specialized tree climbing equipment. 

Cary (1902) comments that the species was "Nesting throughout the 
range of Pinus ponderosa -a characteristic species of the canyon sides," but 
he cited no details of nesting. 

Despite the initial assessment by Bruner et al. (1904) that the 
species was a "Common summer resident and breeder in the pine-covered 
canyon districts of Sioux, Dawes, northern Sheridan and Scott's Bluff 
counties....," it is more likely that the species has always been uncommon or 
rare since first recorded in Nebraska. This interpretation is supported by 
the paucity of reports from other early field workers, and the failure to 
report more nests. Dawson (1921) remarks that he had spent "from two to 
three weeks in camp in the Pine Ridge Region of northwestern Nebraska for 
several years, namely, 1905, 1908, 1911, 1912, 1913, 1919, and 1920, 
with the seasons varying from June 15 to October 9. On all of these trips at 
least a part of the time has been devoted to bird study, but not until the past 
season [1920] did he [Dawson] succeed in finding the Lewis Woodpecker." 
He goes on to say that "While possibly a common migrant....the Lewis 
Woodpecker probably does not nest as commonly within the state as we have 
supposed." Similarly, in the late summer of 1911, while studying the bird 




life of Fall River County, South Dakota, from the Nebraska border to the 
Black Hills, Visher (1912) failed to even find the species, at the season when 
they are most easily found. 

The next report of breeding in Nebraska was from Logan County, 
where "In 1944 a pair apparently decided to nest in a cavity in a dead 
cottonwood tree seven miles southwest of Stapleton. In mid-July one of the 
pair disappeared. Its mate stayed on for a week and then it also left" (Glandon 
& Glandon 1948). When considered in the context of the dates and other 
reports, it seems likely that this nesting attempt was unsuccessful. 

Rosche (1982) commented that the species "Bred in 1980 and 1981, 
and probably during the previous two years, among the dead standing timber 
resulting from the 1973 Deadhorse Fire in and adjacent to Chadron State 
Park." He gave no further details, however, of timing or what type of 
breeding activity he observed. He listed arrival and departure dates of 22 
May and 24 September. 

During the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project, the only breeding 
report was of a pair occupying a nest hole on 18 May 1985 in a pine snag at 
the site in Chadron State Park noted above by Rosche (Mollhoff in press). It 
was accepted as "confirmed" breeding in the block, and indeed it may well 
have been successful; however, in retrospect, due to the early date (18 
May), it should have been listed as "probable." 

Finally, Johnsgard (1998), in the absence of any detailed reports 
with conclusive evidence of breeding, and with few recent reports of any 
kind, rightly speculated that the species is "now either extremely rare or 
perhaps extirpated as a breeding species." 


HABITAT 

In Nebraska, Lewis's Woodpecker has been regarded as a species 
restricted to old forest fire burn areas in the ponderosa pine forests of the 
Pine Ridge in Sioux, Dawes and Sheridan counties in the northwest corner of 
the state. Throughout most of their range, however, the species breeds not 
only in old burn areas and in open ponderosa pine forest, but also in riparian 
cottonwoods and in the scattered trees of farm- and ranch-lands (Tobalske 
1997). The latter habitat describes much of the western half of Nebraska. 
Indeed, the 1944 report of nesting was in a cottonwood grove in Logan County, 
200 km away from the Pine Ridge (Glandon & Glandon 1948). A more recent 
sighting of a single bird during breeding season was in a similar setting in 
Loup County, in the central Sandhills (Mollhoff 1989). Thus, although the 
species is found most frequently in the Pine Ridge, where birders tend to go to 
look for it, observers should be alert to the possibility of breeding whenever 
the species is found during the breeding season, anywhere in the western half 
of the state. 
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HABITS 


The species may mate for life and is noted for long-term site fidelity, 
often re-using the same tree or hole year after year (Baicich & Harrison 
1997, Bent 1939, Harrison 1979, Tobalske 1997). Its reported long-term 
site fidelity and pair bonding may explain the apparently advanced breeding- 
related activities the species exhibits almost immediately on arrival in the 
spring. Despite apparently paired birds simply re-occupying established 
territories upon arrival, however, the nesting cycle of Lewis's Woodpeckers, 
like its congener the Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus ), 
is about two weeks later than the other woodpeckers and flickers found in the 
area. 

Nests are usually placed high in the biggest dead tree available. The 
large size of the bird and the requirement for an entrance hole of 6 to 7 cm in 
diameter make for a minimum trunk diameter at the nest of about 15 to 20 
cm. 


CURRENT FINDINGS 

In 1998, I attempted to collect breeding data on the species. On 15 
May 1998, I found a single Lewis’s Woodpecker while systematically 
searching the 1250-hectare area burned by the 1985 McIntosh Fire in West 
Ash Canyon, Dawes County. On 22 May, a pair was present and aggressively 
defending a territory that extended at least several hundred meters, driving 
off any Red-headed Woodpeckers that dared enter the airspace. During a 
morning's observation, the birds repeatedly entered a nest hole, sometimes 
both at one time, and remained inside for up to 10 minutes. The hole was 
located 17.5 meters up a 23 meter tall dead pine snag, the tallest in the area. 
Upon checking, however, I found the nest empty. In remarkable coincidence 
with the nest reported a century earlier by Crawford (1901), six meters 
lower in the tree, I found an American Kestrel (Falco sparverius ) nest that 
contained 5 eggs (Mollhoff 1999). 

When I returned on 12 June, the birds were not seen in the immediate 
vicinity, and the nest was empty. (However, the American Kestrel nest now 
held five 1 to 2 week-old young.) 

The following spring, between 22 and 23 May 1999, I searched the 
area again. On my third search through the area, I finally found two Lewis's 
Woodpeckers in another branch of the canyon, about 300 meters away from 
the 1998 location. They fed together and were seen entering a nest hole 
together. The birds were territorial, driving all Red-headed Woodpeckers 
from the area. On this occasion, copulation by the pair on a horizontal branch 
of a nearby dead pine was noted as well. After they left the immediate area, I 
climbed to the nest hole, 11.3 meters up a 15.5-meter tall snag, and found it 
empty, as I expected for this date. 


I returned on 12 June 1999, accompanied by John Dinan of the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. While climbing the snag, I flushed an 
incubating bird off the nest and found a clutch of 5 eggs. On 25 June, I found 
5 young about 1 week of age. A final visit on 13 August revealed an empty 
nest; but I did find one adult and a fledged, dark-headed young with grayish 
underparts, about 300 meters away, at the snag where I had found a pair 
briefly occupying a nest in 1998. 

I believe this report represents the first detailed documentation of 
successful nesting in Nebraska. 

PHENOLOGY 

Based on previous reports, published references, and my own 
observations, the following breeding phenology seems likely: 

Return from the wintering area - 15 to 20 May 

Courtship, occupy/establish territory, "nest site selection, etc.” 

Egg laying begins - 25 May to 1 June 

Clutch completed / incubation begins - 5 June 

Hatching - 20 June 

Young fledged - 25 July 

Migration to wintering area - mid-September 

POPULATION 

Reviewing the 1980 to 1999 issues of the Nebraska Bird Review , and 
after eliminating what appear to be duplicate reports from the same location, 

I found about 27 reports that fall within the breeding season, 15 May to 31 
August. However, over half of these reports fall near the beginning or the end 
of summer and could well represent migrants. This situation leaves about a 
dozen reports, spread over two decades, with a reasonable probability of 
breeding. This, combined with my own observations, leads me to estimate the 
total annual breeding population in the state at no more than 10 to 20 
breeding pairs. Although the birds are reported most frequently from old 
burn areas, there is no indication reported thus far in the state to indicate 
that the population increases significantly in an area following a large fire. 

FUTURE WORK 

Any sightings of single or paired Lewis’s Woodpeckers during the May 
to July time period should be reported and investigated immediately, so that 
further nesting data can be collected. Specific information concerning 
numbers, dates, habitat, and locations is vital. Climbing to the nest cavities 
is discouraged, due to the danger of climbing the tall, extremely unstable 
snags. Careful observations to establish when the adults begin delivering food 
to the nest, when young are first seen looking out of or leaving the nest hole, 
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and when they fledge, will allow us to further document their breeding 
phenology. 

Thanks are extended to John Dinan for assistance in documentation and 
to Gary Lingle for reviewing a draft of this report. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, March to May 2000 

compiled by W. Ross Silcock 

P.O. Box 57 

Tabor, IA 51653 

silcock@sidney.heartland.net 

INTRODUCTION 

This spring was a fairly normal, although I heard comments about 
warblers being rather tough to find. The reports did confirm that for many of 
the migrant northwoods species. There were a few rarities, none represented 
first state records, however. Foremost of these were White Ibis, Glossy Ibis, 
blue-morph Ross's Goos$, Common Crane, Band-tailed Pigeon, Hammond's 
Flycatcher, and Black-throated Gray Warbler. The following birds may join 
these, although each may have fatal flaws, at least in the eyes of the NOURC: 
Red Phalarope and Slaty-backed Gull. Other interesting sightings included a 
Mississippi Kite in Lincoln; Gray Partridges in Scotts Bluff Co; 11th state 
records for both Little Gull and Mew Gull; a 10th location for Eurasian 
Collared-Dove; another (maybe?) White-winged Dove; Chuck-will's-widows 
in the Kearney area; Lewis's Woodpeckers in West Ash Creek Canyon; Pileated 
Woodpeckers continuing in Fontenelle Forest; an Acadian Flycatcher in Dixon 
Co; Blue-winged and Prairie Warblers near each other in Carter Canyon; the 
17th spring record of Pine Warbler but still with none documented; the 9th 
(I) Panhandle Hooded Warbler; and the 10th eastern record of Lazuli 
Bunting. 

A note is in order about reports of rare birds, either rare on a state 
level, or rare at the location or season. Each season I receive several such 
reports, many with excellent details of how the bird was identified. Those 
without details present a dilemma. In this (and subsequent) reports I will 
note observers of such sightings and follow their initials with "details" or "no 
details". The latter implies that the report, while possibly correct, is 
unverifiably so. This information is important for researchers who follow 
us and might have difficulty deciding which reports are substantiated and thus 
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useful on a scientific level. While I make an effort to get details prior to 
writing this report, I am unable to contact some observers (especially those 
without email!). Observers who have a "no details" report listed here are 
encouraged to send details, even if they are late. I forward any information | 
receive on state-level rarities to Joel Jorgensen, Secretary of the NOU 
Records Committee, the body charged with maintaining the official state bird 
list. 


CORRECTION 

I hoped to avoid this section, but Joel Jorgensen reminded me that in the 
spring report for 1999 I listed his and Steve Dinsmore’s sighting of 25 
Hudsonian Godwits at Bruning Dam rather than Bruning WPA. These are 
different locations, of course; the godwits were at Bruning WPA in Fillmore 
Co. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

ADF: Arbor Day Farm, Nebraska City; BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count; CCM: Clear Creek Marshes, Keith and Garden 
Cos; Cem: Cemetary; CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; County; £_£ 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; f_L: Funk Lagoon, Phelps Co; HCR : Harlan Co 
Res, Harlan Co; ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Richardson-Nemaha Cos;L: Lake; Lit 
L McConaughy, Keith Co; Nature Center; NM: National Monument; NOU: 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; NOURC: NOU Records Committee; NPNWR: 
North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff Co; NWR: National Wildlife Refuge; Res: 
Reservoir; RWB: Rainwater Basin, south-central Nebraska; SHP: State 
Historical Park; £L: Sewage Lagoon(s); S£: State Park. 


GAZETTEER 

L..-Aii£fi: NPNWR; BflXfi l .. C hu te NW R: Washington Co; Carter Canyon : 
Scotts Bluff Co; Cunningham L : Omaha: Father Hupp Basin : (= Prairie 
Marsh) WMA, Thayer Co; F.Qft Jjiflbia.L9_ N.WR: Cherry Co; Ha r va rd, 
jiar^h: wpa, Clay Co; Keyston e L: Keith Co; Kiowa Springs: wma, 
Scotts Bluff Co; Lange Basin : WPA, Clay Co; Long Canvon : Banner Co; 
Mal l ard ..Jia-V.en: wpa, Fillmore Co; Massie Lagoon : WPA, Clay Co; L 
Minatare: Scotts Bluff Co; Neale Woods : Washington-Douglas CoslJL 
O gallala : Keith Co; Oliver Res : SRA, Kimball Co; Pawnee L : SRA, 
Lancaster Co; Pine Ridg e: Sioux, Dawes, Sheridan Cos; Schramm ParJr : 
SRA, Sarpy Co; Soring Creek Prairie : Lancaster Co; Wehrspann L : 
Omaha; Wfi.sl Asil C rfiftk C anyon: Dawes Co; Wildcat Hills: Banner and 
Scotts Bluff Cos; Wi l de rne s s Park : Lincoln; Winters Creek L : NPNWR; 
Wolf L : northern Saunders Co. 
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OBSERVERS 

Alice Kenitz ( AK) . Gering; Bruce Eichhorst (j££), Kearney; Bill F. Huser 
f BFH) . South Sioux City; Babs Padelford ( BP) . Bellevue; Bruce Walgren 
r BW) , Casper, WY; Christopher Anderson (CAT Valentine; Carol Falk (££), 
Nebraska City; Carolyn Hall (£H), Bassett; Christopher L. Wood (CLW) , 
Lakewood, CO; Clem N. Klaphake ( CNK) . Bellevue; Carole Rasmussen (£BJ, 
Omaha; Dean Drawbaugh ( DP) . Scottsbluff; David DeFord ( DDe) . Omaha; 
Dave Heidt ( DH) . Norfolk; Don Maas ( DM) . Omaha; Don Paseka ( DP) Ames; 
Dave Rintoul (DR) . Manhattan, KS; Donna Walgren (DW), Casper, WY; Glen 
Hoge ( GH) . Alma; Gary Lingle (GL) . Kearney; Gertrude Wood (GW) . 
Elmwood; John Brenneman (JJD, Omaha; Jim Ducey ( JD) . Lincoln; Joe 
Fontaine Fort Collins, CO; Joe Gubanyi (J£), Seward; Joel G. 

Jorgensen (JGJ) . Blair; Jim I. Turner ( JIT) . Traverse City, Ml; Jan 
Johnson (J J) . Wakefield; Jim McLochlin ( J M) . Omaha; Jan Paseka ( J P) . 
Ames; John Sullivan (J_£J, Lincoln; Jerry Toll (iD, Omaha; John 
Vanderpoel (JV) . Niwot, CO; John W. Hall (JWH) . Omaha; Kathleen 
Crawford-Rose ( KCR) . Bellevue; Kathy Larsen ( KL) . Mitchell; Kevin 
Poague (KP) . Lincoln; Kim Wolcott ( KW) . Leawood, KS; Laurel Badura 
( LB) . Kearney; Larry Einemann (LE)» Lincoln; Laurence Falk (LF). 
Nebraska City; Loren Padelford ( LP) . Bellevue; Lanny Randolph (LR). 
Gibbon; Linda R. Brown (LRB) . Lincoln; Mark Brogie (M B) . Creighton; 
Melissa Hansen ( MH) . Ogallala; Mark Orsag ( MO) . Crete; Mark Urwiller 
( MU) . Kearney; Moni Usasz ( MUs) . Lincoln; Neva Pruess ( NP) . Lincoln; 
Neal Ratzlaff (NR) . Omaha; Phyllis Drawbaugh ( PD) . Scottsbluff; Phil 
Swanson (E_£), Papillion; Raymond Davis (RD) . Lyons, CO; Robin Harding 
( RH) . Gibbon; Rick Schmid (JLSJ, Omaha; Stephen J. Dinsmore ( SJD) . Fort 
Collins, CO; Steve Mcllree (SM) . Omaha; Scott Seltman (SS) . Nekoma, KS; 
Thomas E. Labedz (TEL) . Lincoln; Thomas Hoffman (TH) . Omaha; Tim 
Hansen (THa) . Ogallala; Whit Andrews (WA) . Omaha; Wanda Hoge (WH) 
Alma; W. Ross Silcock ( WRS) . Tabor, IA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon : The one sighted at Cunningham L on 23 March in alternate 
plumage was the 2nd-earliest ever (JGJ). An excellent spring count was the 
12 found at L Alice on 22 April (SJD). The one reported at Oak L, Lincoln, on 
28 May (B) was rather late. 

Pied-billed Grebe : Routine reports. 

Horned Grebe : A good count of 69 was made in Scotts Bluff Co on 8 April; 
42 were found on Winters Creek L and 27 on L Minatare (SJD). 

Eared Grebe : The one found below Keystone Dam, LM, on 12 March (LR, 
RH) was rather early. A good count totaled 224 in Scotts Bluff Co on 22 
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April, 199 of which were counted at L Alice, and the rest at L Minatare 
(SJD). The same day, 10 were located at BOL (JS), where fewer are 
normally seen than in the west. Large numbers summer in the western 
Sandhills, such as the 550 counted in the Ellsworth-Lakeside vicinity on 15 
May (LR, RH), although some of these may have been migrants. 

Western Grebe : As many as 188 appeared to have made it through the 
"winter" (semi-winter?) at LM (SJD); about the same number were found 
there on 19 February. Numbers built rapidly after that date to an estimated 
18,000 on 22 April (SJD), a record spring count. Uncommon in the east, 
there was a good showing this year, with 2 sighted at BOL on 22 April (JS); 2 
found at L North, Platte Co, on 28 May (DP, JP); and singles spotted near 
Fremont on 30 April (DP, JP), at Pawnee L on 7 May (LE), at BOL on 13 
May (SJD), and at Nathan's L, Washington Co, on 28 May (SM). 

Clark's Grebe : Rather far east was one seen with a Western Grebe west of 
Fremont, Dodge Co, between 29 and 30 April (DP, JP; details), one of only 2 
spring records for the east. Courting was seen at Willy L, in extreme 
southeastern Sheridan Co, a known breeding location, on 19 May (WRS); but 
a new location would be Crescent L, Garden Co, where courting was seen on 9 
and 16 May (SJD, JG). The only other known breeding location is at the 
western end of LM. The presence of 3 at Smith L WMA, Sheridan Co, on 19 
May (LR, RH) was also intriguing. 

Ame rica n White Pe 1 lean : Rather early migrants were the 12 sighted at L 
Ogallala on 7 March (Rodger Knaggs fide SJD) and the first arrivers noted at 
HCR on 9 March (GH, WH). A good count reached 1000 at FL on 1 April (LR, 
RH). 

Double-crested Cormorant : The three spotted at BOL on 12 March (LE) 
were very early; there are only a handful of earlier reports where wintering 
did not occur. 

American Bittern : A good count totaled 5 just north of Lakeside, Sheridan 
Co, on 15 May (LR, RH). 

Least Bittern : None was reported, possibly a consequence of extremely dry 
conditions in its southeastern NE range. 

H e r o n ; Routine reports. 

Great Egret : A record spring count totaled 43 in Knox Co on 23 April 
(MB). Also a good count was the 25 seen at Cunningham L on 7 April (JGJ). 
Rare in the west, where there only about 20 Panhandle records, 3 were 
spotted at L Ogallala on 22 April (SJD); one was fount at LM on 17 May 
(SJD); and one was found in Sheridan Co on 20 May (NOU). 

Snowv Earet : Routine reports, with a total of 14 reported statewide. 

Little Blue Heron : The only reports came from FF; on 7 May, 2 adults 
were present (BP, LP), and on 11 May an adult and a calico-phase bird were 
seen (SJD, BP, LP). 

Cattle Egret : Rare in the west, singles were reported at CCM on 22 April 
(SJD), at L Ogallala on 9 May (SJD), and east of Oshkosh on 9 May (JG). 3 
birds were found east of Ogallala along 1-80 on 17 May (BP, LP), and in Box 
Butte Co on 20 May (NOU). 


Heron : This species is uncommon in the LM area; 3 were located, 
however, at L Ogallala on 9 May (SJD). In the Panhandle, it is rare; the bird 
found in Sheridan Co on 20 May (NOU; no details) represents only the 4th 
Panhandle report. 

piack-crowned Night-Heron : Routine reports. 

Yff|lnw-crowned Night-Heron : Out of the expected range were 2 
northerly birds spotted southeast of Bassett, Rock Co, around 10 May (CH). 
The only others reported were 1 to 2 adults located at FF between 11 and 28 
May (SJD, BP, LP, JE). 

yyhite Ibis : An adult was seen briefly at L Ogallala on 17 May (AB, SJD). If 
accepted by the NOURC, this sighting would represent the 4th report and 2nd 
documented for the state. 

filossv Ibis : One was noted with 15 White-faced Ibis at McMurtry Refuge, 
Clay Co, on 6 May (JGJ; accepted by NOURC). This report is only the 2nd 
documented record for this species as well; the other was also in the RWB and 
in a spring flock of White-faced Ibis. This time may be the only one of year 
this species can be identified with certainty. 

White-faced Ibis : Good counts were the 33 seem at FL on 10 May (SJD) 
and the 30 located at Alma, Harlan Co, on 1 May (GH, WH). A total of 31 
birds were found in the east RWB on 6 May (JGJ). JGJ has pointed out the 
presence in migrating flocks of birds with pink facial skin; presumably these 
are in 1 st alternate plumage, as they resemble alternate adults without the 
white facial feathering. Three such birds were seen at CLNWR on 21 May 
(WRS). 

Turkey Vulture : A record high spring count totaled 60 in Gering, Scotts 
Bluff Co, on 11 April (PD, DD). Some of these may include the 35 spotted 
roosting in west Gering for about 2 weeks through 29 April (AK). 

Greater White-fronted Goose : Rare in the Panhandle, the only report 
there was of one spotted at Kiowa Springs on 26 April (PD, DD, AK). 

Snow Goose : A rather high count for May reached 91 at Massie Lagoon on 
10 May (SJD); 55 were still there on 28 May (JGJ). 

Ross’s Goose : Continuing the trend of increasing numbers in recent years, 
the peak count in the east RWB totaled 410 on 25 March at Hansen Lagoon, 
Clay Co; 340 were counted at Mallard Haven on 19 March (JGJ). A pure 
flock of 50+ spotted in Hall Co on 18 March contained 3 biue morph birds 
(SS); this report represents only the 3rd record of this rare morph in NE. 
Canada Goose : Large flocks of migrants are not often reported in the east; 
800 were found, however, in Dixon Co on 25 March (JJ). 

Trumpeter Swan : A note from the winter: the orange patagial tags seen on 
the swans at Carter L, Omaha, and near Scribner, Dodge Co, denote birds from 
Minnesota (Ron Andrews fide LP, BP). Two birds of unknown origin were 
spotted at Loup Park, Columbus, Platte Co, on 18 March (JJ). Six adults 
were also seen in Grant Co from 15 to 19 May: 4 were found at Doc L, on the 


western edge of Whitman (LR, RH), one on the large (unnamed?) lakes just 
east of Hyannis (WRS), and 2 were located at the Wolfenberger Lakes, just 
west of Hyannis (WRS). 
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Wood Duck : This species is now rather common in the west; several were 
reported at the Chadron NOU meeting. A female with 12 ducklings about 2 
weeks old was seen at ADF on 8 May (LF, CF). 

Gadwall : An excellent count totaled 1800 at Harvard Marsh on 9 April 
(JGJ). 

Eurasian Wigeon: This species and hybrids with American Wigeon appear 
each year in the RWB. A presumably "pure" bird was seen by birders from 
Massachusetts at Harvard Marsh on 5 April (fide LB). A hybrid was 
identified at Massie Lagoon on 9 April (JGJ); apparently the same bird was 
still there on 22 April (JGJ). This sighting represents the observer's 3rd 
record of such hybrids in the east RWB: one was at located FL in 1994 and 
another at North Hultine Basin, Clay Co, in 1998. 

American Wigeon : The 2200 located at Harvard Marsh on 22 April (JGJ) 
was an excellent count. 

Am e r.iCJ-rLB.lack. U±l.Qk- None reported. 

Mallard : A "Brewer's Duck," a Mallard and Gadwall hybrid, was seen in the 
east RWB on 1 April (JGJ). 

Blue-winged Teal : The one spotted at Walnut Creek L, Sarpy Co, on 2 
March (B) was rather early. 

Cinnamon Teal : A record count totaled 20 at Kiowa Springs on S May 
(SJD). The only report from the east, where the species is rare, was of a 
possible hybrid with Blue-winged Teal identified near Cunningham L on 17 
April (EA, TEL). 

Northern Shoveler : Excellent east RWB counts reached 1800 at Massie 
Lagoon and 1500 at Harvard Lagoon on 9 April (JGJ). Rather late, especially 
considering the number counted, were the 70+ found at Alma SL on 28 May 
(GH, WH). Most are oh breeding territory at that time. 

Northern Pintail : Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal : The 6300 located at Harvard Marsh and Mallard 
Haven on 9 April (JGJ) represent close to a record count. The presence of a 
pair at the Alma East SL on 28 May, with only the male seen on 30 May (GH, 
WH), is suggestive of breeding. There is only a single breeding record, 
however, south of the Platte River, in Clay Co in 1985 (RH). 

Canvasback : Routine reports. 

Redhead: Rather late were singles noted at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 30 May 
(MO) and a female spotted the same day at Alma East SL (GH, WH). 
Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports. 

Tufted Duck : The male that wintered on Keystone L was last seen on 29 
April (SJD). The bird was NE's first. 

Greater Scaup : A record count was 60 at Keystone L on 25 March (SJD). 
Rather late were two found at FL on 6 May (LR, RH). 

Lesser Scaup : Routine reports. 

Surf $coter : The only report was of 2 females seen at Keystone L on 22 and 
29 April (SJD; details). This sighting represents only the 9th spring report 
and the 4th documented report. 
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yy ^jrp-winged Scoter : Only one was found: an immature male at Oliver 
Res on 26 March (SJD; details). This report is only the 19th spring report, 
and ties the early date. 

I png-Tailed Duck : Of an amazing 4 still on Keystone L on 23 April 
(SJD), the last to leave was an adult male on 29 April (SJD), a rather late 
date. 

Pl jfflehead: Routine reports. 

( r nmmon Goldeneye : A male spotted at L Ogallala on 17 May (SJD) was 
rather late. 

Farrow's Goldeneye : Of the wintering birds found on Keystone L, 2 adult 
males and an adult female remained until 25 March (SJD). 

Hooded Merganser : Surprisingly, there have been no breeding records 
since 1915, although summer reports of female/immature-plumaged birds, 
most likely immatures, are not uncommon. In recent years, there have been 
few if any reports of adult males in May, which would be suggestive of 
breeding. This year, however, two birds were seen at Pintail Basin, 
Hamilton Co, on 7 May (JGJ); and singles were also identified at Nathan's L, 
Washington Co, on 10 May (NR) and in Clay Co on 14 May (JGJ). 

Common Merganser : A female located at Fahrenholz Ponds, Dixon Co, on 25 
May was rather late (JJ). 

Red-breasted Merganser : An excellent westerly count totaled 57 at LM 
on 25 March (SJD). Until very recently, this species was believed to be rare 
in the west. The single bird found below Keystone Dam, LM, on 15 May 
(SJD) was rather late. 

Ruddv Duck : Routine reports. 

Qsprev: The one spotted at HCR on 19 March (GH, WH) was record early by 
a couple of days. 

Mississippi Kite : At the regular breeding location, Ogallala, the first 
arrivals were 3 found on 14 May (THa, MH). Unexpected, however, was an 
adult seen flying over Lincoln on 27 May (B). There are very few reports 
away from Ogallala. 

Bald Eagle : Occasionally immatures linger into spring; the bird spotted at 
Platte River SP on 30 May was identified as a 2-year-old (MO); an 
immature was identified at LM on 16 May (SJD). The nest at L Alice had at 
least one chick by 1 April; this nesting represents the 18th since the site was 
established in 1993 (AK). An adult was located near an inactive nest south of 
Bayard on 25 March (SJD). 

Northern Harrier : The one seen in Fillmore Co between 20 April and 1 
May was suspected of breeding (JGJ); the last to leave the HCR area was one 
seen on 12 May (GH, WH). Egg dates occur in early May. 

Siiaro-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 

Cooper's Hawk : An adult at a nest was found in Carter Canyon on 15 May 
(SJD); courtship flights had been observed there in 1997. And based on their 
behavior, a pair was thought to be nesting at Wilderness Park on 29 April 
(KP). 
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Red-shouldered Hawk : Reports came from FF, the only known breeding 
location. A pair was seen courting there on 15 April (DP, JP). 
Broad-winged Hawk : Breeding probably occurs most years in FF; 1 to 2 
were identified there between 6 and 11 May (BP, LP, SJD). Best count of 
migrants totaled 16 in the FF area on 26 April (BP, LP). Rarely reported in 
NE, a dark morph ("very cool bird") was found in Omaha on 9 April (JGJ). 
Rare westward, one was seen at Ash Hollow SHP on 9 May (SJD). 

Swainson’s Hawk : An excellent count was 38 tallied in the east RWB on 22 
April (JGJ). Another good count of 22 registered at BOL on 19 April included 
2 dark morph birds (JS). 

Red-tailed Hawk : Apparently the best spring count on record, 56 flew 
over FF between 9:30 am and 11:30 am on 26 March (BP, LP). A "Krider's" 
Red-tailed Hawk was seen in Dodge Co on 6 April (JP, DP). Most of these 
birds leave during April. Two downy young were identified in a nest at Towle 
Park, Omaha, on 21 April (NR). 

Ferruginous Hawk : The single bird reported at a prairie dog town in 
Harlan Co on 13 May (GH, WH) was rather late. 

Rough-legged Hawk : Routine reports. 

Golden Eagle : An active nest found in Long Canyon contained large downy 
young on 15 May (SJD). A nest was also under construction in Rifle Sight 
Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, on 6 May (SJD). The observer's first record for the 
east RWB was a subadult spotted at Mallard Haven on 9 April (JGJ). 
Am.e.ri. c a.D-K.e.SlLeJ; Routine reports. 

Merlin: Routine reports. 

Prairie Falcon : Routine reports. 

Peregrine Falcon : Some 21 birds were reported statewide in the period 
between 1 5 April and 21 May (m. ob.). 

Chukar : One seen at county roads 14 and K in Dodge Co on 19 May was 
presumed to be an escapee (DP, JP). Presumably an escapee or a released 
bird, another was found in Scottsbluff on 6 March and taken to the zoo (AK). 
Gray Partridge : The two birds found on 6 May along Rifle Sight Canyon 
Road, Scotts Bluff Co (SJD), may well have been wild birds from a population 
in southeastern Wyoming; there have been recent reports from along the 
North Platte River, notably around Huntley, WY, which is not far from 
Lyman, Scotts Bluff Co (Greg Johnson, pers. comm. WRS). One of the few 
recent reports came from Dakota Co, where a single bird was identified near 
Willis on 24 May (BFH). 

Rin g- n ecke d P heasa n t: Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse : The relatively recently-established population in 
western Kimball Co continues; 25 were seen there on 8 April (SJD). Hybrids 
with Greater Prairie-Chicken are reported reasonably often in NE; one 
among a lek of 17 sharp-tails was spotted at Fort Niobrara NWR on 12 April 
(DR). A sharp-tail was also identified at a prairie-chicken lek near 
Creighton on 23 April (MB); this area describes the eastern edge of the 
range. 


ter Prairie-Chicken: Five found at Spring Creek Prairie on 26 
March (KP) suggest a population that has persisted there since sightings in 
the 1960s. Are there other prairie-chicken sites in Lancaster Co? 
yy j[H Turkey: Routine reports. 

N orthern Bobwhite : Rare in the west except along the North Platte River, 

one was reported in Sheridan Co on 21 May (NOU; no details). 

ft jpg Rail : None was reported. This species has been rather regular in 

occurrence in recent years, but the lack of water this spring is no doubt a 

factor. 

Yjrginia Rail : The one seen at FL on 5 March (LR, RH) was very early and 
may have wintered in the area. There are no previous comparable reports 
from FL. Rarely reported in the arid southwest, singles were reported from 
the only marsh for miles, at Rock Creek L, Dundy Co, on 29 April (SJD) and 
on 15 May (BP, LP). 

Sora : Routine reports. 

American Coot : Routine reports. 

fianrihill Crane : This spring was an interesting one for cranes, as this and 
the following accounts suggest. An estimate of 175,000 along the Platte 
River 4 March was submitted (fide KW). Cranes were more numerous than 
usual in the east; "waves" flew over Creighton on 25 March (MB); 1 or 2 
were heard at BOL on 2 April (JS); and a few were spotted just west of 
Elmwood on 6 March (GW). One, thought to be a "Greater" (most migrants in 
NE are "Lessers"), was seen rather late at Father Hupp Basin through 21 
May (JGJ). "Greaters" are the subspecies which has recently nested in the 
east RWB. 

Common Crane : An exciting event for listers-those often-maligned 
denizens of the birding world-was the appearance of NE's 6th bird, and 
about the 12th for North America, reported near Prosser on 10 March. It 
was found by birders from Boulder, CO, Marty and Alex Colon and Jim and 
Michael Coury. Seen by many through 2 April, the bird was last reported by 
Jack Revare and Mike Gaume of Leawood, KS. Of great interest was the 
observation that this bird was associated with an apparent "Lesser" Sandhill 
Crane and 2 young birds which appeared to be hybrids (fide MU). Debate 
ensued as to whether this group was the same family group seen in 
northwestern Quebec on 7 October 1999 and later at Jasper-Pulaski Federal 
Wildlife Area in Indiana between 30 October and 13 November 1999. While 
Sandhill Cranes are "hard-wired" to their traditional migration corridors 
(fide DR), and the Indiana birds (essentially all "Greaters") do not mix with 
those using NE migration corridors (mostly "Lessers"), the presence of an 
apparently dominant (male?) Common Crane in the group may have upset the 
traditional pattern of movement of its Sandhill Crane mate. Most observers 
thought that this Common Crane was not the same as the pale individual that 


appeared in NE in March 1999. An interesting summary by Phil Kelly on 
possible origins of the Indiana Common Crane (and any that appear in North 
America) can be found in the BJRDCHAT Archives. 
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Whooping Crane : A treat for listers going for the North American "crane 
slam" was the presence near the Common Crane site of two Whooping Cranes, 
one on each side of Doniphan, and about 5 miles apart. Both may have arrived 
in late February with Sandhills (fide KW); at least one bird has migrated 
with Sandhill Cranes for the last 4 years or so after being separated from its 
parents en route to Aransas, Texas (fide DR). The bird east of Doniphan was 
last reported on 22 March (NP) and the other on 26 March (B). 
Black-bellied Plover : Record high counts reached 469 in the RWB on 10 
May, including 334 counted at Harvard Marsh (SJD). A few days later, 
between 13 and 15 May, 400 were found in the east RWB (JGJ), and 102 
were still present between 20 and 21 May (JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover : The one seen in Nemaha Co on 14 March (MB) 
was record early, and the one spotted in the east RWB on 28 May (JGJ) was 
rather late. Rare in the west, one in basic plumage was found at LM on 13 
May (SJD). A good count was 167 in the east RWB on 30 April (JGJ). 

Snowv Plover : This species has become a regular, though rare, spring 
visitor to the east RWB. A record 6 for the season were found this year. 
Singles were spotted at the following locations: Mallard Haven (a male) on 
22 April (JGJ); Massie Lagoon (apparent female) on 22 April (JGJ); Massie 
Lagoon (male) between 6 and 13 May (JGJ, SJD); Father Hupp Basin on 6 
May (JGJ); Harvard Marsh on 20 May (JGJ); and west of Mallard Haven on 
28 May (JGJ). 

S emipalmated Plover : A near-record count totaled 169 in the east RWB 
on 30 April (JGJ). 

Piping Plover : Nest sites can be precarious; houses were being built on a 
Saunders Co sand pit where plovers are usually seen (DP, JP). Nesting 
continues at the east end of LM, where 9 birds were seen on 29 April (SJD) 
and 5 were found on nests in the parking lot enclosure on 21 May (WRS). 
Nesting was underway at the Western Sand and Gravel Plant near Ashland on 
30 May (MO), and also at the Lyman Ritchie Sand and Gravel Plant at 
Oreapolis in eastern Cass Co on 30 May, after birds were first seen there on 
27 April (BP, LP). 

Killdeer: A good spring count totaled 80 birds 5 miles east of FL on 18 
March (LR, RH). 

Mountain Plover : The only reports were of singles noted at the regular 
area in southwestern Kimball Co on 26 March, 8 April, and 9 May (SJD). 
The 26 March date is the earliest ever for NE; normal arrival on Pawnee 
National Grasslands in adjacent Colorado is around 1 April. 

Black-necked Stilt : This species is apparently on the increase. In addition 
to reports from the summer range-6 found in southern Sheridan Co west of 
Lakeside on 22 May and 7 seen north of Lakeside on 15 May (LR, RH)-two 
males were found at LM on 22 April (SJD), and singles were spotted at FL on 
6 May (LR, RH), at Mallard Haven (a male) on 10 May (SJD), and at Father 
Hupp Basin between 13 and 14 May (JGJ, SJD). 

American Avocet : The one seen near Cunningham L on 19 March (B) was 
record early by one day. Migrants are uncommon in the east, but there were 



several such reports in addition to the previous sighting: a total of 45 were 
found at 7 locations between 11 April and 28 May (m. ob.). On the periphery 
of the breeding range (mostly in the Sandhills), one was spotted on a nest and 
2 more were seen copulating at the west end of LM on 21 May (WRS). 
ffygater Yellowleas : A good count of 72 was made in the east RWB on 25 
March (JGJ); and 50+ were counted at L Babcock, Platte Co, the next day 
(CNK). 

| psser Yellowlegs : Numbers were down in the east RWB, characterized as 
a "terrible showing" and "the most pathetic performer" of the shorebird 
migrants (JGJ). Some, however, were seen at FL, where a good count of 250 
was made on 23 April (LR, RH). 
frftlitarv Sandpiper. Routine reports. 

Willet: The one spotted in the east RWB on 28 May was rather late (JGJ) 
away from the breeding range. A near-record count totalled 140 in the east 
RWB on 22 April (JGJ); 110 were found there 30 April (JGJ). 
spotted Sandpiper Routine reports. 

Upland Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Whimbrel: There were more reports than usual for this species. It does not 
stay tong at any location, however, and can be easily missed. One was found at 
LM on 9 May; 10 were seen there on 14 May and 6 on 15 May (SJD). One was 
also found at Massie Lagoon on 13 May (JGJ). At Harvard Marsh, 9 were 
counted on 14 May but only remained there 20 minutes; one arrived later the 
same day (JGJ), and 10 were seen there the next day, 15 May (AB fide SJD). 
Long-billed Curlew : A good count reached 14 courting in breeding habitat 
in west Banner Co on 8 April (SJD), an area where there have been few 
indications of breeding. One bird seen in northern Brown Co on 21 May (NP) 
was near the eastern edge of the summer range. 

Hudsonian Godwit : Qnly casual in the west, one was spotted at LM on 29 
April (SJD). 

Marbled Godwit : A record count totaled 264 at LM on 22 April, including 
196 in one flock (SJD). There were 4 reports from the east, where it is 
rare: 2 were seen at Pawnee L on 1 5 April (JGJ), 7 at BOL on 19 April (JS), 
2 near Ames on 8 May (DP, JP), and one in Cass Co on 9 May (GW). 

Ruddv Turnstone : An excellent count was the 21 found at various lakes in 
Lancaster Co on 21 May (JS). More than usual were reported for the season, 
for a total of 61 in the period from 6 to 28 May (m. ob.), second only to the 
76 reported in 1997 

Sanderling : Large numbers were reported his year, with the most at LM, 
where a record 120 were found on 15 May (SJD). Peak count in the east 
RWB was 81 on 13 May (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper : Excellent counts totaled 1210 in the east RWB 
on 30 April (JGJ); 1100 at Harvard Marsh on 14 May (JGJ); and 900 at 
Mallard Haven on 13 May (SJD). 

Western Sandpiper : Few are reported in spring, especially from the east, 
and so the 11 spotted at Oreapolis, Cass Co, on 8 May (CNK; details) were 
surprising. Another was noted in Lincoln on 7 May (LE). Regular, careful 
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coverage of the east RWB yielded only 4 birds: 3 on 30 April (JGJ) and a 
bright alternate male at Mallard Haven on 13 May (JF ,SJD). The only other 
reports consisted of a single spotted at FL on 6 May (LR, RH) and a molting 
adult found at Kiowa Springs the same day (SJD). 

Least Sandpiper Yet another excellent count came from the east RWB, this 
one a record 452 tallied on 6 May (JGJ). 

White-rumped Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Baird's Sandpiper : The single seen at Massie Lagoon on 12 March (JGJ) 
was rather early. An excellent count totaled 800 at LM on 29 April (SJD). 
Generally an early migrant, the 620 birds counted at Harvard Marsh as late 
as 14 May was a surprise (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: A record 521 were found in the east RWB on 30 April 
(JGJ). Rare westward (there are only about 30 records west of Phelps Co), 
from 1 to 5 birds were spotted at LM between 22 and 29 April (SJD). 
Dunlin : For the first time in several years of surveys, none arrived until 
May in the east RWB (JGJ). The best count there reached 16 on 6 May (JGJ). 
Stilt Sandpiper : Record numbers appeared in the RWB: 1500 were counted 
at Harvard Marsh on 13 May (JGJ); 1230 were found in the east RWB on 14 
May (but only 98 remained the next day!) (JGJ); and 857 were tallied there 
on 10 May (SJD). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper : As expected, most reports originated from the 
RWB; the spring migration corridor is very narrow. The 15 spotted near 
Ames o 9 May (DP, JP), however, showed up a little east of the expected 
route. And the four seen in the east RWB on 28 May (JGJ) were record late. 
Short-billed Dowitcher : Rather early were the 2 birds seen in the east 
RWB on 30 April (JGJ), and rather late were the 3 birds identified by 
vocalizations at Pawnee L on 21 May (JS). A record count was the 66 found 
in the east RWB on 14 May (JGJ). 

Long-billed Dowitcher : The one found at FL on 16 March was record 
early by two days (fide LR, RH). A good count was the 720 spotted in the east 
RWB on 30 April (JGJ). High count data in recent years indicate that Short- 
billed Dowitcher numbers peak in mid-May and those of the Long-billed 
Dowitcher around May 1. 

Common Snipe : The two seen in Lancaster Co on 18 March (LE) and the 
three identified at Wolf L on 19 March (TH) were probably very early 
migrants. Up to 4 were winnowing at Kiowa Springs through 14 May (SJD); 
breeding probably occurs there. Breeding may also occur in the L Ogallala 
area, where one was seen on 17 May (SJD). 

American Woodcock : Routine reports. 

Wilson's Phalarope: Outstanding counts reached 2172 in the RWB on 10 
May (SJD), including the 1704 tallied at Harvard Marsh (SJD). This year 
was considered the best ever for this species in the east RWB (JGJ). If you do 
not believe experience is important in counting shorebirds, compare the 
latter total with the 1700 estimated at Harvard Marsh the same day by a 
different observer (JGJ). Both Stephen Dinsmore and Joel Jorgensen have 
been surveying shorebirds for many years on a regular basis. 


flP^-necked Phalarooe: Only about 20 reports originate from the east, 
and so the one spotted at Pawnee L on 27 May (LE) was of interest. 
flprj Phalarope : Strangely, NE has no confirmed spring records, although 
there are several from surrounding states in the period between 10 May and 
5 June. Thus, an intriguing report was of one identified at Mile Markers 96- 
97 south of Alliance, Box Butte Co., on a roadside pond on 19 May, apparently 
an alternate female (KL; details). The report has been sent to the NOURC for 
their determination. The same observer recalled another sighting, east of 
McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co., around 12 May 1998. 
franklin's. Gull : Routine reports. 

| jttle Gull : A 1st alternate bird was seen in the east RWB on 6 May (JGJ; 
accepted by NOURC). This sighting denotes the 3rd spring record for NE and 
only the 11th overall. 

finnaparte's Gull : One arrived very early at Alma SL on 7 March (GH, 
WH); and 3 were spotted in the area on 9 March (GH, WH). A record count 
totaled 792 birds at LM on 23 April (SJD). 

Mew Gull : An adult appeared at L Ogallala on 1 March (SJD; details); none 
had been found there since December. This report represents the 9th spring 
record and 11 th overall for NE. 

Rina-billed Gull: Routine reports. 

California Gull : Routine reports. 

Herring Gull : Adults generally pass through by early April, so the single 
adults discovered at Harvard Marsh on 30 April ("very bizarre") (JGJ) and 
at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, on 10 May (SJD) were unexpected. 

Thaver's Gull : Since 1993 (including this year), there have been 14 
records involving about 24 birds of all age classes that were not present 
during the winter. These records occur in the period from 20 February to 23 
April, suggesting that there is a regular spring movement through the state. 
This year, a 1st basic bird was spotted at Johnson L, Dawson-Gosper Cos, on 
16 March (B); 3 birds (an adult, a 1st basic, and a 4th basic) were 
identified at L Ogallala on 25 March (SJD); and an adult was found at L 
Minatare on 25 March (SJD). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of a 1st alternate bird 
seen at LM on 30 April (SJD). This sighting represents the 13th spring 
record, but only the 5th of a 1- to 2-year-old individual reported. This 
species was first recorded in NE in 1992, and it is now a regular but rare 
spring migrant. 

Slatv-backed Gull : If accepted by the NOURC, the basic adult spotted at 
HCR on 22 January 2000 (JGJ) will represent the first NE record. Photos 
were taken and are strongly suggestive of this species, but the flock flushed 
before some key confirming field marks were noted. Most important in this 


respect is the pattern of the underprimaries. Despite a careful search over 2 
days, the bird could not be relocated. There are single records each for Iowa, 
Missouri, and Colorado in the period between 20 December and 28 March; the 
Colorado record was also of an adult, intriguingly only about a month after the 
HCR report previously described. 
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Caspian Tern : The one discovered at Massie Lagoon on 22 April (JGJ) was 
rather early, and also the observer's first for the east RWB. 

Common Tern : A good count totaled 8 adults in the LM area on 9 May (SJD), 
also an early date. There is only one documented record prior to 9 May, that 
on 1 May. The Common Tern is primarily a late May to early June migrant in 
NE. 

Forster's Tern : A good count totaled 113 at LM on 30 April (SJD). 

Least Tern : Nesting was reported at the east end of LM, where 3 were seen 
on nests on 21 May (WRS) and near Ashland, Saunders Co, at Western Sand 
and Gravel on 30 May (MO). Unusual were the two spotted at Hole 2 of the 
Tregaron Country Club, Omaha (B); perhaps they would nest in a large sand 
trap? 

Black Tern : Good counts reached 500+ at L North, Platte Co, on 28 May 
(DP, JP) and 500 in Sheridan Co on 19 May (LR, RH). 

Band-tailed Pigeon : One was seen at the Clark feeder in Gering between 14 
and 18 May (Jamalee Clark, fide AK; SJD. Accepted by NOURC). Excellent 
photos were obtained. This report is NE's 2nd, after one at Morril, Scotts 
Bluff Co, on 15 October 1996. There are few records of vagrants on the 
Northern Great Plains. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove : At the established Kearney location in the 
Newcomb neighborhood, "lots" have been present (Roger Newcomb, fide LR, 
RH) and a nest with one egg was found in a cedar there on 7 April (LR, RH). 
The small group of 3 at Elmwood also continues, comprised of a pair and a 
young male, although nesting has not yet been confirmed (GW). Single birds 
were also reported at Dakota City, Dakota Co, on 11 March and 14 May (JJ). 
A new location, the 10th to date, was Beemer, where one bird was seen at the 
comer of 5th and Canfield on 15 April (B). Obviously, this species is on the 
increase in NE, although so far it seems to prefer smaller towns. 
White-winged Dove : One identified with the Eurasian Collared-Doves in 
Kearney for 3 days around 15 May (Roger Newcomb, fide LR, RH) was 
probably the same bird that appeared there from Jun 1998 to May 1999; 
maybe it never left! If it was a different bird, it would be only the 9th ever in 
NE (5th documented) for this northward-expanding species. 

Monk Parakeet : The small group at Freedom Park, Omaha, may be no more; 
none was present this spring (JP, DP). If anyone has any information on 
these birds or their (intended?) demise, please let me know. 

Black-billed Cuckoo : As usual, few were reported-only 6, 3 of which 
were seen at Blyburg L, Dakota Co, on 20 May (BFH). Rather early were 
singles found at Ponca $P on 6 May (JJ) and in southeastern Otoe Co on 7 May 
(CF, LF). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: A good count was 9 at ICSP on 12 May (SJD). 

Barn Owl : Routine reports. 

East ern Sc. r .e. e dl-Q w .1; Routine reports. 

Great Horned Owl: At least 5 broods were located in Harlan Co, including 3 
nests with 2 young each on 14 April; nesting began in February, and a nest 
located near Orleans still contained 2 young on 6 May (GH, WH). 


H arrowing Owl : An excellent count totaled 18 in Scotts Bluff Co on 22 
April (SJD). None was reported east of those found at Fort Niobrara NWR 
(DR). 

Pflfred Owl : Routine reports. 

Iftpg-eared Owl : The one seen at CLNWR on 30 April (SJD) was late 
enough to indicate nesting, although no evidence was noted. 

^[inrt-eared Owl : Routine reports. 

^mmon Nighthawk : Spring concentrations are rarely reported; 23 were 
spotted in Dixon Co on 23 May (JJ). 
rommon Poorwill : Routine reports. 

p^nck-will's-Widow : At least 3 were heard on 23 April near Fort 
Kearney in Buffalo Co (sec 16-8-1 5) (GL), and another was heard there on 
13 May (fide LR, RH). There are no known more westerly locations. And this 
arrival date is the earliest yet for NE, followed by one or two heard at a 
regular location at Wolf L between 29 April and 27 May (TH). Rounding out 
sightings at the periphery of the range was one identified at a traditional 
location near Willis, Dakota Co, on 24 May; unfortunately it was found dead 
(BFH). 

Whio-poor-will : Rather early was one seen in Omaha on 21 April (NR) 
and especially early were the singles reported as far north as Knox Co on 23 
April (MB) and Dakota Co on 30 April (BFH). 

Chimney Swift: Routine reports. 

White-throated Swift : A good count totaled 19 at Scotts Bluff NM on 22 
April (SJD). 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird : Routine reports. 

Belted Kingfisher : Seldom are numbers reported; movements of this 
species are not well documented, and so the 5 seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 
6 May (LF, CF) may be indicative of migrating birds. The available data 
suggest movement in mid to late April. 

Lewis's Woodpecker : The only reports were of 3 spotted in West Ash 
Creek Canyon (WM), which required a short hike to see by NOU members at 
the annual meeting from 20 to 21 May. 

Red-headed Woodpecker A juvenile which wintered in the observer's 
yard in southwestern Dixon Co assumed alternate plumage and acquired a mate 
(JJ); this report is rather northerly for wintering Red-headed 
Woodpeckers. The first arrivals where wintering did no occur were singles 
found in Washington Co on 22 April (JGJ); at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, on 
2 May (LR, RH); and near McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, on 13 May (AK), 
suggesting later arrival westward. Numbers were down at both Wolf L (TH) 
and around Homestead NM, Gage Co (MO); "gazillions" of starlings at the 
latter location were suggested as a reason (MO). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : One which wintered in the observer's yard west 
of Scottsbluff was last seen on 30 April (KL). Tantalizing was a glimpse of 


one near Camp Norwesca, Dawes Co, at the NOU meeting on 21 May (NP). This 
sighting would represent the first summer record for the Panhandle, 
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although it is more likely a straggling wintering bird, but still a very rare 
sighting. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Only two were reported: one was seen in a 
Bellevue yard between 9 March and 8 April (BP, LP); and another was found 
in FF on 9 April (WA). 

Sapsucker sp .: A female sapsucker was spotted at Bushnell on 8 April; the 
observer cautiously reported it as unidentified to species, although it was 
very likely a Red-naped (SJD). 

DQwny-.WflfldM^M Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker : A female found in the observer's yard west of 
Scottsbluff was thought to be the same female which had wintered there for 4 
to 5 years (KL). Some wintering Hairys in the west may be Rocky Mountain 
birds, subspecies monticola ; they can be distinguished by the generally 
unmarked white back, while eastern birds ( villosus ) generally have the 
white back variably marked with black. 

Northe rn Flicker: Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker Reports continue of the small population at FF: 
there were 5 sightings of singles during the period (CNK, BP, LP, DP, JP). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher : Westerly reports included one sighted at the 
Geneva Cem on 13 May (WRS), and, rare in the Panhandle, one found at 
Oliver Res on 24 May (CLW). Few are reported west of the Missouri Valley. 
Western Wood-Pewee : The eastern extent of the range in NE is the LM 
area, where singles were identified at L Ogallala on 14 May (SJD) and at CCM 
on 21 May (WRS). At least the latter was vigorously territorial. The Eastern 
Wood-Pewee occurs rarely as far west as this area; any interactions should 
be observed and reported. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee : The one sighted at DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, on 
29 April (DP, JP) was rather early. None was reported west of Lancaster Co. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: None reported. 

Acadian Flycatcher. The one reported singing in the observer's yard in 
southwestern Dixon Co on 24 May was identified as this species by comparing 
its song to tapes (JJ). This sighting appears to be the only record from the 
northeast, although there is a Cherry Co specimen; and there are banding 
reports from Cedar Point Biological Station. No others were reported. 

Alder Flycatcher: Only 3 singles were reported: at ICSP on 12 May (SJD), 
a rather early date, and at FF on 24 and on 28 May (BP, LP). While good 
numbers probably move through the state in late May, identification of silent 
birds is difficult, and the diagnostic call-note can be hard to hear. 

Willow Flycatcher : The singles spotted at ADF on 2 May (LF, CF) and at 
Crete on 6 May (MO) were rather early. Details should be submitted for 
sightings of empids other than Least before 10 May. 

Least Flycatcher A good count reached 25 at ICSP on 12 May (SJD). 
Hammond's Flycatcher The bird identified in the pines near the entrance 
to Oliver Res on 24 May (CLW; details) represents NE's 3rd spring record 
and the 10th overall. This species apparently migrates in small numbers 
through the Panhandle in spring and fall. 


r^rdilleran Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

f mpidonax so .: I suspect that reporters leave out unidentified birds; 
however, total numbers and locations used by these birds are of interest. Five 
unidentified birds were found at Wehrspann L on 21 May (JWH). 
f a^tern Phoebe : Although not unexpected as a migrant in the Panhandle, the 
2 birds found "probably nesting" at Enders Res, Chase Co, on 29 April (SJD) 
would provide one of the very few nesting records that far west. 
gfiv's Phoebe : Again, a single appeared in southwestern Dixon Co, on 26 
April; (JJ); so far no more than one has been reported, and without any 
evidence of nesting. The sightings at McMurtry Refuge, Clay Co, on 14 and on 
28 May were suggestive of breeding (JGJ); there are no recent breeding 
records from the RWB. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Routine reports. 

Cassin's Kingbird: A good count tallied 6 in the Panhandle on 6 May (SJD); 
spring counts are much lower than those in fall. Long Canyon also hosted 6 
birds on 1 5 May (SJD). 

Western Kingbird : Arrival is about 2 weeks later in the Panhandle than 
elsewhere; a single spotted in Scotts Bluff Co on 25 April (AK) was rather 
early. Good numbers had arrived in the Panhandle by 29 April (SJD). 
Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher : One of only about 25 spring reports for the 
state was a "mature male" identified at Wehrspann L on 3 May (JWH). 
Northern Shrike: Routine reports. 

Lo ggerhead Shrike : One was spotted carrying nesting material in Kearney 
Co on 23 April (LR, RH). 

Beil's Vireo : The one found at Twin Lakes, Seward Co, on 8 April (MO) was 
record early by about 3 weeks; it was also seen and heard at a regular 
breeding location. 

Yellow-throated Vireo : A nest was being built in FF on 21 May, but was 
abandoned by 28 May (BP, LP). 

Plumbeous ViIfiQ; Routine reports. 

Blue- h eaded V ireo: Routine reports. 

Warbling Vireo: This species arrived early and in good numbers. The one 
sighted at Wilderness Park on 18 April (MUs) was rather early; and an 
amazing 100+ were counted at Twin Lakes, Lancaster Co, on 6 May (MO). 
First in the west was a comparative laggard identified on 13 May in Scotts 
Bluff Co (AK). 

Philadelphia Vireo: Only 3 of this uncommon eastern migrant were 
reported. Singles were discovered in southwestern Dixon Co on 14 and again 
on 25 May--the latter's song was compared to a tape (JJ); and one bird was 
spotted in Cass Co on 15 May (GW). 

Red-eved Vireo: A record high count totaled 49 at ICSP on 12 May (SJD). 
Blue Jav: Routine reports. 

Rinvon Jav : None reported. 

Black-billed Magpie : Consolidating the species' gradual range expansion 
eastward was a pair found nesting in a fir in Cuming Co on 15 April (LE). 
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Other easterly reports included one seen at Willis on 24 May (BFH) and 2 
discovered in Franklin Co on 28 May (LR, RH). 

American Crow: Routine reports. 

Ho.rD.ed.laLk: Routine reports. 

Purple Martin : The westernmost known Republican Valley breeders are 
found at Alma; birds occupied 6 houses there this spring (GH, WH). None was 
reported farther west anywhere in the state this spring. 

Tree Swa lJow.: Routine reports. 

Violet-green Swallow : Birds were seen near a nest cavity in West Ash 
Creek Canyon pm 21 May (WM, LR, RH). All reports originated from 
expected summer locations in the Pine Ridge and the Wildcat Hills. 

MQ.r.t Jl er.D-BQU<3h-Win.ge.dRoutine reports. 

Bank Swallow : A large colony was noted on the cliffs along the eastern side 
of Jeffrey Res, Lincoln Co, on 9 May (JG); most colonies are situated in 
rather unstable locations such as sand pits. 

Cliff Swallow: Routine reports. 

Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 

Black-capped Chickadee : Routine reports. 

Tuf-tsd TitmQUSfi: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : Late dates away from the breeding range occur in 
late May, and so the bird identified in Bellevue on 28 May (BP, LP) pushed 
the envelope. Breeding has not been proved at L Ogallala, although a female 
with an active brood patch was recently banded there, and 5 were counted 
there in early June 1994; thus of interest was one spotted at the southwest 
corner of L Ogallala on 21 May (WRS). There appears to be a healthy 
population in Carter Canyon--6 were found there on 6 May (SJD); and one 
acting very territorial on 29 April was "having a bad hair day" (AK), 
presumably as a result of its hair-raising activity. 

W hitfi- braa st fid. N.U.thatC h,: Routine reports. 

Py gmv Nuthatch : A pair was reported nesting in the well-known stub at 
the Wildcat Hills NC; they were seen excavating on 22 April and were still 
present on 14 May (SJD, AK). Possibly increasing in the Wildcat Hills, 
another was seen in Carter Canyon on 29 April (AK). 

Brown Creeper: The isolated breeding population (1 to 2 pairs?) at FF 
continues; singing birds were heard there on 11 and again on 28 May (SJD, 
BP, LP). Low numbers summer in the Pine Ridge also; one was noted at West 
Ash Road on 1 May (LR, RH). 

Rock Wren: Routine reports. 

Carolina Wren : This species continues to expand its range slowly. The bird 
spotted at Spring Creek Prairie on 26 March (KP) represents a first record 
for that area. And one was discovered singing for about a month in April in 
the Blair area, where this species is still rare (JGJ). 

House Wren: The one sighted at HCR on 2 April (GH, WH) was very early 
but not unprecedented. And an excellent count tallied 67 at Wilderness Park 
on 7 May (LE). 


y /fnter Wren : Although possibly a late migrant, a singing bird found in the 
Fort Niobrara NWR area on 23 May was surprising; tapes of the vocalizations 
were made, and it was suggested that the bird might be of one of the western 
subspecies (CA fide DR). Evidence for occurrence of western Winter Wrens 
in NE, however, remains scanty. 

fieriqe Wren : Most birds in spring (into early June) are likely migrants, as 
few are reported in June; the best count totaled 19 at Boyer Chute NWR on 22 
May (B). The two to three identified at Little Salt Fork Marsh, Lancaster Co, 
between 21 and 22 April (JS) were rather early. 

Marsh Wren: Routine reports. 

Gniden-crowned Kinglet : Routine reports-although fewer than 10 were 
reported. 

Ruhv-crowned Kinglet : A little early for the high numbers was the count 
of 15 made in FF on 31 March (CNK). Migration generally peaks in mid- 
April. 

Rlue-arav Gnatcatcher : The "invasion of the southern Panhandle" 
continues apace: as many as 7 were spotted along Stage Hill Road in the 
Wildcat Hills on 6 May (SJD); and 3 were found in Long Canyon the same day 
(SJD). In addition, singles were noted at Bushnell on 30 Apr (SJD), at Oliver 
Res on 15 May (SJD), and as far northeast as CLNWR 30 on April (SJD). The 
range in the east was outlined by the 1 to 2 identified at Wilderness Park 
from 29 April to 7 May (KP, LE) and by the one seen at Ponca SP on 14 May 
(JJ). One spotted on a nest at Neale Woods in Washington Co on 4 May was 
still on the nest on 10 May (JB). 

Mountain Bluebird : Routine reports. 

Townsend's Solitaire : The singles found in Carter Canyon on 29 April 
(AK) and in Dawes and Sioux Cos on 20 May (NOU meeting) were rather late, 
although in recent years lingering solitaires have been reported more often. 
Veery: The two birds found at Laurel, Cedar Co, on 18 May (BFH) were the 
only ones reported. This bird is a rare migrant. 

Grav-cheeked Thrush : Although this species is generally uncommon, one 
observer considered it present in "relative abundance" in FF on 7 May (WA). 
Only casual in the Panhandle and rarely reported outside the Missouri Valley, 
singles were spotted at CLNWR on 9 May (SJD) and at Geneva Cem on 13 May 
(WRS). 

Sw ainso n's Thrush: Routine reports. 

Hermit Thrush : There are a few fall records of the Rocky Mountains 
subspecies auduboni, but the first for spring, sighted in Long Canyon on 6 
May (SJD), is a member of this subspecies. This race is larger and grayer 
than the eastern Hermit Thrushes; both races are probably rare migrants in 
the Panhandle. 

Wood Thrush : An excellent count totaled 12 at ICSP on 2 May (SJD). 
"Several" were also found at Hormel Park, Fremont, on 6 May (DP, JP); 
none was reported farther west. 

American Robin : Routine reports. 
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Gray Catbird : The one sighted on 30 April at CLNWR (SJD) was very early 
for the Panhandle. Arrival in the west usually takes place in mid-late May; 
one w?s spotted south of Gering on 16 May (AK). 

Northern Mockingbird : This species is clearly becoming more numerous 
in NE, especially from the Platte River south and in the southern Panhandle, 
it is now routine to count several in a day in southwestern Kimball Co, where 
up to 3 per day were counted between 6 and 17 May (SJD). Other reports 
were widely scattered, north to Saunders Co on 20 March (DP, J P) and at L 
Ogallala on 23 April (SJD). 

Brown Thrasher : Routine reports. 

European Starling : Routine reports. 

Am erican Pi pit: Routine reports. 

Sprague's Pipit : This species is a regular but rarely reported migrant 
through the state. One was seen at CCM on 23 April (SJD; details). 

Cedar Waxwino : Robbins and Easterla (Birds of Missouri, 1992) suggest 
that there are two spring migration peaks, one in March, often masked by the 
presence of wintering birds, and one in late May consisting of birds that 
wintered as far south as Central America. Flocks are rarely reported in NE in 
late May, but 3 flocks of 12 to 18 birds spotted at Wolf L 25 May (TH) and 

20 birds identified at Boyer Chute NWR on 27 May (B) appear to be 
examples of a late spring movement. 

Blue-winged Warbler : Only two were reported, about as expected. One 
was spotted in Towle Park, Omaha, on 7 May (NR), but the other, found in 
Carter Canyon on 6 May (SJD), was a surprise. The latter represents only 
the 2nd Panhandle record. 

Golden-winged Warbler : Four were reported between 8 and 17 May 
(CNK, LE, DP, JP), which is about normal for recent years. 

Tennessee Warbler : Record counts (who else takes the trouble?) 
registered 112 in Sarpy Co on 11 May (SJD) and 72 at ICSP 12 May (SJD). 
Although this bird is not a breeder in NE, copulation was observed in the 
observers' bird-bath on 12 May (BP, LP). Only a rare migrant in the west, 
singles were found at L Ogallala on 16 May (SJD) and at Gering on 18 May 
(AK). No others were reported west of Ames and Lincoln. 

Orange-crowned Warbler : One of very few wood-warblers that are 
statewide migrants, its abundance in the west is indicated by counts of 23 at 
CLNWR on 30 April (SJD) and 17 in Dundy Co on 29 April (SJD). 

Nashville Warbler : This year was slow for this species; only about 12 
were reported, including only 3 for the season in the Sarpy Co area (BP, LP). 
Northern Parula : Counts totaled 5 at ICSP on 12 May (SJD) and 4 at FF on 
30 April (BP, LP) and on 11 May (SJD). A surprise in the southwest, 
although there are about 15 Panhandle records, was one identified singing at 
Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, on 15 May (BP, LP). Most were reported at 
locations adjacent to the Missouri R; exceptions were one found at Schramm 
Park on 13 May (CNK) and another seen at Wagontrain L, Lancaster Co, on 

21 May (JS). 
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y ellow Warbler : Good counts reached 24 at Geneva Cem on 7 May (JGJ), 
20 at Blyburg L, Dakota Co, on 20 May (BFH), and 19 at Lange Basin on 7 
May (JGJ). 

r;ftflstnut-sided Warbler : Only 8 were reported from the east, hardly 
overpowering the surprising two birds spotted in the west. Singles were 
identified at the Rock Creek State Fish Hatchery, Dundy Co, on 29 April (JF, 
SJD) and at Gering Cem on 20 May (MB, DH, WRS). The Dundy Co bird was 
the 2nd earliest report ever for the state for this generally mid-late spring 
migrant. The other reports occurred in the period between 11 and 23 May. 
jdagnolia Warbler : About 10 were reported, an average spring, all from 
the Missouri Valley between 1 and 21 May, except for the 2 seen at 
Wilderness Park on 19 May (WRS). 

plack-throated Blue Warbler : This rare statewide migrant can pop up 
anywhere. This spring, a male was found at L Ogallala near Cedar Point 
Biological Station on 15 May (JF, SJD). There are still only 22 spring 
records, with half coming since 1982. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Routine reports. 

Black-throated Gray Warbler : The 2nd documented record for the state 
(out of 9 reports) was an apparent first-year male (looked like a female but 
singing) identified in Otoe Co on 25 May (LF, CF; details. Accepted by 
NOURC). 

Black-throated Green Warbler : Only 3 were reported; this species 
seems to be less common in recent years. Two were found at ICSP on 12 May 
(SJD) an one was spotted at Lange Basin on 14 May (JGJ), the latter a rare 
non-Missouri Valley record. This species has been one of the least likely to be 
recorded westward. 

Blackburnian Wanbler : Only 2 were reported, also a trend in recent 
years. Singles were seem in Cass Co on 15 May (GW) and at FF on 21 May 
(JT). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The best count at FF reached 3 on 24 and 30 
April (CNK, BP, LP). The sightings between 28 April and 1 May at 
Krimlosfki Tract, Neale Woods (JB, NR, JT), are suggestive of migrants, 
although breeding probably occurs there, albeit as yet unproven. None was 
reported elsewhere. 

Pine Warbler : Very rare (hypothetical?) in spring in NE, only the 18th 
report was of one seen very early at a Bellevue feeder from 12 to 17 March 
(fide BP, LP). As yet, no details have been received on either this bird or 
any of the other 17 spring reports for NE. Pine Warblers can appear very 
early in spring, but can be easily confused with other species. 

Prairie Warbler : A singing male provided a major surprise in Carter 
Canyon on 6 May (SJD; details); it was not far away from a Blue-winged 
Warbler! 15 spring reports now exist, with only 6 documented—this one is 
the earliest-scattered statewide. The Prairie Warbler is truly a scattershot 
spring overshoot migrant. 

Palm Warhler: Record early and rather rare so far west, a bird was 
spotted at Fort Kearny Hike-Bike Trail, Buffalo Co, on 19 March (JV, RD; 
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details. Accepted by NOURC). The bird had very yellow underparts, indicating 
it was of the eastern subspecies hypochrysea. 

Bav-breasted Warbler : Although a rare spring migrant, none was 
reported, which is somewhat surprising. 

Blackpoll W arbl er: Routine reports. 

Cerulean Warbler : Only one was reported, at ICSP on 12 May (SJD). 
None was detected at FF, where it has been noted over the past few years. 
Bl a ck-and- w hite W arbl e r; Routine reports. 

American Redstart : Good counts totaled 20 at ICSP on 12 May (SJD), and 
15+ at Ponca SP on 21 May (JJ). There were, however, "gazillions" 
reported at FF 21 May (JT). This species was clearly present in good 
numbers statewide this spring. 

Prothonotarv Warbler : Arriving rather early was the one (possibly a 
pair) found at Towle Park, Omaha, on 23 April, and seen again on 25 and on 
28 Apr (NR). Also rather early were apparently different singles identified 
at Neale Woods on 28 April (JB, NR). And as many as 5 were counted at FF on 
8 May (DP, JP). Nesting was underway in a grassy marsh area at FF on 7 
May (WA) and copulation was noted at FF on 22 May (BP, LP). A singing 
bird was also spotted somewhat westerly at Hormel Park, Fremont, on 6 and 
on 17 May (DP, JP). 

Worm-eating Warbler : One was spotted at ICSP on 12 May (SJD); this 
species is only a casual migrant, essentially restricted to the Missouri 
Valley. 

fiyenbicA Routine reports. 

Northern Waterthrush : Although generally rare westward, there were 6 
Panhandle and near-Panhandle reports: singles were found at CLNWR on 9 
May (SJD); at Oliver Res on 15 May (SJD); at Champion L, Chase Co, on 16 
May (SJD); at Rock Creek State Fish Hatchery on 16 May (SJD), and along 
Blue Creek south of CLNWR on 21 May (WRS). Two were also discovered at 
Mud Springs State Historical Site, Morrill Co, on 9 May (SJD). 

Louisiana Waterthrush : Only 4 were reported, singles seen in FF on 14 
and on 21 April (BP, LP), in Cass Co on 10 May (GW), and at ICSP on 12 
May (SJD). 

Kentucky Warbler : Birds were located at the usual reliable summering 
spots: one was seen along Paw Paw Trail in Neale Woods from 4 to 28 May 
for the 4th year in a row (JB); one was identified singing at Hummel Park, 
Omaha, on 10 May (NR); and as many as 4 were spotted at Schramm Park 
between 7 and 13 May (MUs, CNK). 

Connecticut Warbler : Although a regular but rare migrant, none was 
reported. 

M Q.U. r . n iQfl-.W.a- r bl.fiJ.: Routine reports. 

MacGillivrav's Warbler : Only two were reported: singles sighted in 
Carter Canyon on 14 May (SJD) and at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD). This 
species is a rare but regular Panhandle migrant. 

Common Yellowthroat : Routine reports. 


jjrinded Warbler . One surprised the observers by singing loudly to 
announce its presence on 21 May at the Gordon Cem (MB, DH). Also 
surprising for a wood-warbler with southeastern affinities, this sighting 
denotes the 9th Panhandle record! 

y/ilson's Warbler : Few reports of this statewide migrant were received; 
only about 11 birds were reported, including 4 spotted at CLNWR on 9 May 
(SJD) and only one all spring seen at FF (BP, LP). 

r^nada Warbler : Only 4 were reported; this species is generally more 
numerous in fall. A female was found at FF on 19 May (JT), and a male 
appeared in the observer’s yard in southwestern Dixon Co the same day (JJ); 
and two birds were seen at Wehrspann L on 21 May (JWH). 
yellow-breasted Chat ; A single was reported in Cass Co on 28 May (GW). 
There have been very few recent reports in the east, and the species is now 
only casual there. All other reports arrived from Harlan (GH, WH) and 
Kearney (LB) Cos westward, where the species is doing well. 

Summer Tanager : In recent years, there have been increasing reports 
away from Schramm Park, the only regular known breeding location. 
However, some rather surprising reports arrived this spring, including a 
female seen as far west as L Ogallala on 15 May (SJD; details); while this 
location is just east of the Panhandle, there are only 3 Panhandle reports. An 
amazing 11 were counted at ICSP on 12 May, including 8 males and 3 females 
(SJD); surely breeding occurs there? Also unexpected at Wilderness Park, a 
first-year bird was seen there on 27 May (LE). Not discovered in as unusual 
a location as in the preceding reports, but still a rare find and in fact the 3rd 
earliest ever, was the one identified at FF on 30 April (BP, LP). 

Scarlet Tanager: Routine reports. 

Western Tanag er. Routine reports. 

Green-tailed Towhee : No reports were received on this rare but regular 
Panhandle migrant. 

Spotted Towhee : Last in the east were 3 birds found in northern Lancaster 
Co on 26 March (LE); and migrants arrived near Gibbon on 23 April (LR, 
RH) and at HCR on 25 April (GH, WH). A record count totaled 85 at L 
Ogallala on 30 April (SJD), indicating that at this date these birds are 
definitely on the move. On the same day, the same observer counted an 
additional 41 at CLNWR (SJD). A few were reported from the northeast 
extent of the summer range at Ponca SP (JJ) and near Newcastle in northern 
Dixon Co (BFH). 

Eastern Towhee : The one seen at ADF on 18 March (LF, CF) probably 
wintered nearby, but the 2 spotted near Kearney on 19 March (fide RD) may 
have been early migrants, as apparently was one found near Gibbon on 1 
April (LR, RH). 

American Tree Sparrow : Rather late was the one identified at DeSoto 
NWR, Washington Co, on 29 April (JT). Departure dates for this species are 
in early May but are poorly documented. Most leave by mid-April. 

Chipping Sparrow : Routine reports. 
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Clav-colored Sparrow : Excellent counts reached 350+ at FL on 29 April 
(LR, RH) and 250 there the next day (LR, RH). This species was widely 
reported this spring. 

Brewer's Sparrow : A good count tallied 24 in western Banner Co on 6 May 
(SJD). 

Field Sparrow : Reports from the southeast of singles spotted in March are 
probably of birds that wintered nearby; migrants generally arrive at the end 
of March. One such bird was discovered at ADF on 7 March (LF, CF). Another 
identified in northern Lancaster Co on 26 March (LE) and one found in Cass 
Co on 31 March (GW) were rather early. Only one was reported from the 
west, where the species is rare; the report was from the NOU meeting from 
20 to 21 May, but no details were provided. 

Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting : Somewhat 1 jrther east than expected, a female was seen at 
Sacramento-Wilcox Area, Phelps Co, on 12 May (GH, WH), and a male was 
spotted in Harlan Co on 11 May (GH, WH). 

Savannah Sparrow: Routine reports. 

G ras.ShQPP. er . Sparro w ; Routine reports. 

Henslow's Sparrow : Two birds were seen singing at Spring Creek Prairie 
on 6 May (KP) and remained through the period (KP, SJD). Presence of 
Henslow's Sparrows indicates prairie that is close to its natural condition, 
which includes only occasional burning, perhaps none for several years. 
These birds require grassland with previous years' dead grasses and some 
small shrubs, a habitat annual burning destroys. Thus they do not remain on 
prairies completely burned annually for grazing management. 

Le Conte's Sparrow : The only report was of a very early bird seen on 5 
March at Big Daddy's Ornithological Gardens in Clay Co (JGJ). This spotting 
signifies the earliest documented record for NE; there is a specimen from 
Lancaster Co on 17 March 1909. This is a hardy species and may winter 
close to or even in NE, although there are no documented records of 
overwintering. 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow : The only report was of one spotted in 
switchgrass at Boyer Chute NWR on 22 May (JT, details). Although this 
species is a regular migrant, few are reported (or looked for?). 

Fox Sparrow : Very early was one seen at ADF on 2 March (LF, CF). An 
excellent count was the 18 totaled in Cass Co on 30 March (GW). This species 
is rare away from the east; thus unusual was the one seen at FL on 1 April 
(MU, LR, RH). 

Song Sparrow : A good count tallied 65 at FL on 6 May (LR, RH). 

Lincoln's Sparrow : Migrants arrive in late March, thus rather early were 
2 discovered at Alma on 29 March (GH, WH). However, while there are no 
February records for the state,about 20 exist for March (prior to 29 
March). None is documented, but may be of birds which wintered close to NE. 
This spring, a few additional birds like these were reported, none with 
details, but suggestive of early migration: one seen in Otoe Co on 10 March 


(LF, CF); one identified at Pawnee L on 11 March (B), and one spotted in 
southwestern Dixon Co on 11 March (JJ). 

fiwamp Sparrow : Away from the east, migrants are rare away from known 
breeding sites, and so the 4 birds discovered at North Platte SL on 10 May 
(SJD) were of interest. 

yyhite-throated Sparrow : Rare in the west, one was identified at Rock 
Creek State Fish Hatchery, Dundy Co, on 29 April (SJD), and another was 
spotted at CLNWR on 16 May (SJD). The only other report away from the east 
was of 3 found along the Platte River in Buffalo Co (LB). 
yvhite-crowned Sparrow : One reported at Neale Woods on 12 March (JB) 
probably wintered nearby; migrants arrive in April. An example was the 8 
that wintered in a Scotts Bluff Co yard; they were joined by 41 additional 
birds on 26 April that departed 30 April (KL). 

Harris’s Sparrow : Rare in the west, one was seen in Scottsbluff 6 April 
(AK). 

nark-eved Junco : The "Gray-headed" Junco seen in a Papillion yard from 
16 January to 14 February reappeared on 9 March (PS). This sighting 
represents only the 6th documented record for this form. 

McCown's Longspun Migrants arrive in late March and peak numbers 
occur in early to mid-April. A record count was the 2302 tallied in 
southwestern Kimball Co on 8 April (SJD); the observer has found 1700+ 
there at this time for each of the last 3 years. 

Lapland Longspun None was reported. Late departure dates are in mid- 
April. 

Che st nu t-col la red L on gspun Routine reports. 

Snow Bunting : None was reported. Late departure dates occur in early 
March. Apparently this species and Lapland Longspur left early on account of 
the nice weather! 

Northern Cardinal : In addition to the small colony just east of Scottsbluff, 
there may be a second establishing at McGrew in the southeast corner of 
Scotts Bluff Co; a single was spotted there on 18 May (AK). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : Rare in the Panhandle, 4 reports originated 
from that area: one bird was found at Oliver Res on 17 May (SJD), another 
was seen at Gering Cem on 20 May (DH), and it was reported at the NOU 
meeting on 20 to 21 May for both Sioux and Dawes Cos. Individuals seen in 
the Panhandle should be carefully observed for signs and extent of 
hybridization with Black-headed Grosbeak. 

Black-headed Grosbeak : The one identified at Lange Basin 14 May (JGJ) 
was rather far east. Surprisingly, this sighting represents only the 2nd 
report east of Adams Co since 1981. 

Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 

Lazuli Bunting : The first-spring male spotted at Wilderness Park on 13 
May (SJD) represents only the 10th record from the east. All the eastern 
records have come since 1985, and this species has been recorded almost 
annually in recent years in western Iowa. Another easterly bird was found 
near Kearney on 13 May (LB). 
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Indigo Bunting : A good count reached 21 in southeastern Otoe Co on 19 May 
(LF, CF). Rare in the west, where most show some evidence of hybrid 
character, singles identified as this species were sighted at CLNWR on 9 May 
(SJD); at Gering on 15 May (AK); south of Gering on 16 May (AK); and in 
Dawes Co on either 20 or 21 May (NOU). 

Dickcissel: Two were found north of Keystone L on 17 May (SJD); in the 
west this species is rare and usually does not arrive until late May. 
Bobolink: One in the e RWB 30 Apr (JGJ) was rather early. 

Red-winged Blackbird : Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark : Now well-established locally in the Sandhills and 
other damper areas in the west such as CCM--where one was noted on 25 
March (SJD)-a possible new location is the wet pastures just west of 
Walgren L, Sheridan Co, where the observers’ first identification at that 
location was made on 21 May (BW, DW). However, Rosche in 1982 
considered this species "fairly common" in wet pastures in western Sheridan 
Co. 

Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : Most arrive in April, but late flocks of 
immatures are seen well into May; examples included 30+ found near Alma 
on 16 May (GH, WH) and 53 seen in the observers’ yard on 19 May (JP, 
DP). The first arrivals are usually lone males, such as the one reported at L 
Ogallala on 25 March (SJD); but the female spotted as early as 18 March at 
FL (LR, RH) came as a surprise. 

Rustv Blackbird : Routine reports. 

Brewer's Blackbird: An excellent count for the RWB reached 300 in a 
field being worked in Fillmore Co on 22 April (JGJ). A good count of 55 was 
also made in southeastern Otoe Co 15 on April (LF, CF). I suspect that more 
Brewer's Blackbirds migrate through the state, especially in the east, than 
are detected because of the hordes of Common Grackles moving through at 
about the same time. 

Common Crackle: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle : The singles seen in northern Lancaster Co on 4 
March (LE) and at FL on 5 March (LR, RH) were rather early; the first 
migrants appear around the beginning of March. By 18 March, 100 were 
found at FL (LR, RH). Migrants away from known breeding areas in the west 
are still unusual, such as the one seen in Grant Co on 29 April (SJD), and the 
single spotted at Winters Creek L 6 May (SJD). The colony at Kiowa Springs 
continues, with a courting pair seen there on 8 April (SJD) and several 
individuals found in the vicinity on 29 April (AK). A possible new breeding 
location in the Loup Valley is indicated by the presence of 3 to 4 birds noted 
in marshes east of Mason City, Custer Co, on 15 May (LR, RH). 
Brown-headed Cowbird : A flock of 15 spotted in northern Lancaster Co on 
4 March (LE) was rather early, as were 2 large flocks seen at FF 31 on 
March (CNK). Peak migration occurs in late April. 

Orchard Oriole: Routine reports. 


Baltimore Oriole: Rare in the Panhandle, one was spotted with two male 
Bullock's Orioles at Riverside Park, Scottsbluff, on 13 May (AK). The 
species was reported at the NOU meeting from Dawes and Sheridan Cos, with 
no details. 

ft u I lock's Oriole : Routine reports. 

purple Finch: Routine reports, except for one reported singing at FF on 20 
March (B). 

House Finch : A female with an albino head was seen at Nebraska City on 25 
March (LF, CF). 

Red Crossbill : A family group with 3 juveniles was identified at Wildcat 
Hills NC on 22 April (SJD); breeding probably occurs in the Wildcat Hills, 
but to date there is no direct evidence. This family group may have originated 
elsewhere. 

White-winged Crossbill : One was reported in Lincoln on 7 May (AB, fide 
LRB; no details). This sighting denotes only the 4th report for May, none 
documented; most birds are found in November. 

Common Redpoll : One showed up in the Drawbaugh yard (home of the 
Brambling) in Scottsbluff between 27 Mach and 1 April (fide AK), a rather 
late date. This bird may have been the same one reported from Scottsbluff in 
December (see Winter Report). 

Pine Siskin: This species was widely reported this spring. Of interest as 
potential nesters were the "large numbers" still found on the Doane College 
campus in Crete on 3 May where 40+ were counted on 31 March (MO); and 2 
birds remained through the end of May in the observers’ yard in Bellevue 
(BP, LP). 

American Goldfinch : At McGrew on 13 May ,"jillions" were present (AK); 
is this number more than "gazillions"? 

Ev en ing Gros b eak: Routine reports. 

House Sparrow: Routine reports. 

* * * * * 

NOU SPRING COUNT 

The NOU Spring meeting took place from May 19 to 21 in Chadron. 
Table 1 lists the 165 total species identified in five counties during this 
period. 

A Red Pharlarope was reported in Box Butte Co. by Kathy Larson. 
Details have been submitted to the Records Committee, and the species is not 
included in this table pending the committee’s decision. 

Reports for the following species are included in this list with the 
following comment suggested by W. Ross Silcock:, “No details on ID; rare in 
this part of NE”: Northern Bobwhite*, Short-billed Dowitcher*, and Field 
Sparrow*. 


Species 

Grant 

Sioux 

Dawes 

Box 

Butte 

Sheridan 

Common Loon 





X 


Common Loon 















































Short-billed Dowitcher* 





X 

Common Snipe 





X 

Dowitcher sp. 





X 

Wilson’s Phalarope 


X 

X 


X 

Franklin’s Gull 



X 

X 

X 

Ring-billed Gull 



_ 


X 

Forster’s Tern 



_ 


X 

Black Tern 

X 


X 


X 


Species 

Spotted Sandpiper 
Upland Sandpiper 
Long-billed Curlew 


Dawes Box 
Butte 


Sheridan 
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Species 

Grant 

Sioux 

Dawes 

Box 

Butte 

Sheridan 

House Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Total Species Per 

County 

44 

91 

114 


m 
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Yellow-billed Loon at Lake McConaughy 

Stephen J. Dinsmore and Joel G. Jorgensen 
1612 _ West Magnolia St. Fort Collins, CO 80521 
21218 Jackson St. Blair, NE 

On 8 August 1998 we observed a Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii ) 
at Lake McConaughy in Keith County, Nebraska. We arrived at the pull-off on 
the south end of the dam at 6:25 p.m. and soon spotted a distant loon off the 
dam. On the basis of the yellow bill, head pattern, and large size, we concluded 
the bird was a Yellow-billed Loon. We studied the bird until 7:33 p.m. and 
again from 9:03-9:45 a.m. on 9 August. Compared to a Common Loon, this 
bird was huge and large-headed. The neck was very thick with an almost puffy 
appearance. The bird was also conspicuously dark-backed and pale-necked. 
The bill was long, thick, and dull yellow. The bill and head were held upturned 
and a slight angle. The head and neck were pale except as follows: the forehead 
was dark, the crown was very pale, and the nape and back of neck were light 
brown. There was a darker auricular patch. There was also a third dark mark 
on the side of the chin. The age of the bird was problematic. It was clearly not 
an adult because of the facial markings and pattern of the upperparts. 
Similarly, the very early August date suggested the bird was not a juvenile. 
After some study, we concluded the bird was probably in first-alternate 
plumage (see Appleby et al. 1986). On the basis of the bird’s behavior 
around boats, we strongly suspect that it had spent the entire summer at this 
location. 

The Yellow-billed Loon remained at this location through at least 18 
October 1998. Most sightings were off the south end of Kingsley Dam, 
although it was seen west to Arthur Bay (SJD). This is the second record of a 
Yellow-billed Loon in Nebraska. The first record was of an immature bird 
from 17-22 November 1996 at Branched Oak Lake in Lancaster County 
(Silcock and Jorgensen 1996). This record is particularly unusual because 
of the date. Yellow-billed Loons are increasingly regular in the interior U.S. 
with most records from November and December with a few birds 











overwintering. Mlodinow and O'Brien (1996) list 7 summer records 
through 1996. These records are from Oregon (4), California (1), and 
Colorado (2). Four of these were birds that lingered through early June 
before departing. The other three records (1 from California and 2 from 
Oregon) were from July and August and likely represent "summering" birds. 
We thank W. Ross Silcock for helping us locate other summer reports of 
Yellow-billed Loons in North America. 
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Jackie Canterbury and Paul A. Johnsgard 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

With the imminent publication of the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 
and the turning of a new millennium, it is perhaps an appropriate time to 
survey the state of breeding birds in Nebraska. Wayne Mollhoff’s summary of 
the N.O.U.’s Nebraska Breeding Birds Atlasing Project (Mollhoff, 2000) 
provides important data bases for the latter part of the past century, and the 
historic overview by James Ducey (1988) offers a useful basis forjudging 
the breeding avifauna of Nebraska from about the beginning of the century. 
The Biological Resources Division of the U. S. Geological Survey’s (WSGS- 
BRD) annual Breeding Bird Survey data currently extends back more than 
three decades and continues to accumulate new information. And R. S. Sharpe, 
W. R. Silcock, and J. G. Jorgensen will publish in early 2001 their 
authoritative book, The Birds of Nebraska. 

Ducey (1988) plotted individual county breeding records for records 
for three time periods, namely pre-1920, 1921-1960, and from 1961 
until the late 1980s. His data summary thus overlaps with the Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union’s period of data collection for the Breeding Bird Atlas, 
which extended from 1984 to 1988. We have counted and tallied all of the 
counties for which one or more breeding record existed within each of 
Ducey’s three time periods. These totals thus probably often represent a 
smaller overall number than would the total number of breeding records per 
county, which were usually not indicated. Mollhoff (2000) classified the 
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available N.O.U. records into four categories of increasing confidence for 
breeding; but for our tallying purposes, we used and summed only the three 
highest probability categories. 

The Breeding Bird Survey data are based on standardized survey 
routes of 24.5 miles, with periodic stops for visual and auditory sampling of 
birds. These data are later analyzed both as to relative species abundance and 
for statistically significant trends in population density over multi-year 
time periods to 1993 (Price et at., 1995). The most recent BBS data 
(through 1998) are available from internet sources, but these do not 
provide relative abundance data for Nebraska as a whole. The only state-based 
summary data thus available are for long-term population trend estimates, 
and the summed sample sizes (total routes in which the species was 
encountered) provided for two data subsets (1966-79, and 1980-98) seem 
to offer the best general index to relative statewide abundance. In a very few 
cases there were more data points indicated for the entire time period than 
for the summed subsets; in such cases the larger numbers were used. These 
numbers are shown in the table, as well as positive or negative trend 
estimates for estimates based on larger sample sizes (usually those of ten or 
more data points). Those trends that are significant at the 99 percent 
confidence level are indicated by asterisks. 

A summary of all three of these data sources is presented in Table 1. 
They suggest that the number of species now breeding in Nebraska is 
approximately 200, which agrees closely with an earlier summary 
(Johnsgard, 1979). Several species that were listed by Ducey clearly now no 
longer breed in Nebraska; such records were either erroneous, represent 
species that have since become extirpated or extinct, or are extralimital 
records of species now breeding only some considerable distance from 
Nebraska’s borders. We have suggested the likely basis for the records of 
these species, which are listed in parentheses. Several species (Clark’s 
Grebe, Pileated Woodpecker, Eurasian Collared-dove, Yellow-throated 
Warbler, Henslow’s Sparrow) have certainly bred in Nebraska recently, but 
were not documented in any of these listings; and the Sage Thrasher is also a 
very likely if rare Nebraska Panhandle breeder that still needs 
documentation. 

For the purpose of identifying Nebraska’s rarer breeding species, we 
have constructed a "Rarity Index" representing the sum of the three sets of 
Ducey’s numbers, plus those of Mollhoff, and provided such totals relative to 
those species for which the total is less than 20. These "Watch-list" species 
are also underlined in the accompanying table. They represent species that 
are rare in Nebraska for various reasons, such as are those at the edges of 
their overall ranges (the majority of the listed species); those species having 
inherently small and scattered populations (several large falcons and 
hawks); are elusive and easily overlooked species (such as the King Rail and 
Brown Creeper); or are ones that have suffered serious population declines 
(such as the several threatened and endangered species on the list, including 
the Mountain Plover, Least Tem and Piping Plover). 
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Grassland-adapted species that have been in serious decline nationally 
recently (1966-1993) include the Greater Prairie-chicken (-85.3% 
decline nationally); Long-billed Curlew (-36.5%); Loggerhead Shrike 
(-54.7%); Bell’s Vireo (-40.4%); Field Sparrow (-57%); Lark Sparrow 
(-61.2%); Grasshopper Sparrow (-67.8%); Lark Bunting (-44.1%); and 
Dickcissel (-35.8%). The collective average rate of national decline for 
these nine species is -53,6%, but the mean trend for these same species in 
Nebraska is +1.1%! All of these species are grassland-dependent birds, and 
most of them are concentrated in the Nebraska Sandhills. Nebraska should be 
regarded as critical habitat for all of these species, only one of which is a 
"gamebird" and is thus receiving adequate monitoring by state agencies. The 
Henslow’s Sparrow is also in very sharp decline nationally (-74.7%), but is 
clearly increasing both its range and abundance in southeastern Nebraska, 
perhaps because of the C.R.P land-use program. 

At the opposite end of the spectrum, Nebraska’s four most abundant 
breeders, judging from Ducey’s data, are (in descending sequence) Red¬ 
winged Blackbird, Barn Swallow, House Wren, and Western Kingbird. 
Judging from Mollhoff’s data, they are the Mourning Dove, Barn Swallow, 
Western Meadowlark and Eastern Kingbird. According to the Breeding Bird 
Survey, they would include the Mourning Dove, Barn Swallow, Western 
Meadowlark and Red-winged Blackbird. Curiously, the Barn Swallow appears 
all three lists, while the Red-winged Blackbird and Western Meadowlark each 
are on two. Few would have predicted the Barn Swallow to head the state 
abundance list, and breeding density data published by Price et al. (1995) 
suggest that on a statewide basis, the Barn Swallow is probably less common 
than the Mourning Dove, Red-winged Blackbird or Western Meadowlark, any 
one of which might thus qualify as our most abundant breeding bird. 
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Table I. Checklist of Nebraska Breeding Birds 


fS 


Ducey 1988 

(County Records) 

Mollhoff 2000 

Rarity Index 4 * 

BBS data 

Pre-1920 

1921-60 Post-1960 

1984-88 records 

(Total prior records) 

1966-98 

Years Trend 


Pied-billed Grebe 

9 

2 

10 

55 


4 

+1.6 

Homed Grebe 

1 


1 


2 



Eared Grebe 

5 

2 

3 

31 




Western Grebe 

1 

2 

6 

26 




(Clark’s Grebe) 

(Breeding occurs but was not documented during cited studies) 




Double-c. Cormorant 


6 

3 

31 


7 

+ 15.3 

American Bittern 

6 

4 

3 

37 


5 

+8.9 

Least Bittern 

4 

3 

1 

11 

19 



Great Blue Heron 

4 

7 

30 

198 


35 

+4.4 

■great Egret 


1 



1 



SiiQwy Eg^t 

2 

1 

3 


6 



Littis Blae.Heron 

1 


1 


2 



Cattle Egret 


1 



1 



Green Heron 

9 

5 

4 

82 


7 

+4.0 

Black-c. Night-Heron 

6 

6 

6 

32 


3 

-5.0 

l£UQW-e„NigM--Heron 



2 


2 



While-faced ibjs 

1 


2 

1 

3 



Turkey Vulture 

8 

2 

7 

113 


13 

+2.0 

Canada Goose 

6 

1 

12 

47 


7 

+ 15.2 

(Snow Goose) 

1 (dubious record) 






Trumpeter Swan 

2 

3 

9 





Wood Duck 

2 

1 

13 

194 


13 

+ 16.5 

Gad wall 

2 

3 

13 

42 


6 

+3.7 

American Wigeon 

1 

1 

4 

19 




Mallard 

8 

9 

24 

250 


33 

+3.0 

Blue-winged Teal 

8 

8 

19 

154 


18 

-3.6 

Cinnamon Teal 


1 

1 

8 

10 



Northern Shoveler 

5 

5 

10 

57 


5 

-3.8 
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Ducey 1988 (County Records) 

Pre-1920 1921-60 Post-1960 


Mollhoff 2000 

1984-88 records 


Rarity Index* 

(Total prior records) 


BBS data 

1966-98 

Years Trend 


» -- 

Northern Pintail 
Green-winged Teal 
Caavasteftk 
Redhead 

Riag-tteeked ML 
Less?! 5«wp 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Mergaager 

Ruddy Duck 
(Osprey) 

(Swallow-tailed Kite) 
(Mississippi Kite) 

Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 

Share-shiaaed Hawk 

Cooper’s Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Brad-winged Hawk 

Swainson’s Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Ferruginous Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 
Prairie Falcon 
Peregrine Falwn 
Gray Partridge 
(Chukor ) 


1 

8 

13 

77 


10 

-10.8 

3 

1 

3 

39 


2 

+4.0 

1 

1 

4 

11 

17 



5 

3 

4 

40 


5 

+8.4 

4 (extirpated?) 



4 





I (extralimital) 


1 




1 



1 



2 


1 (extralimital) 

3 



4 

3 

8 

38 


3 

-6.3 

2( extirpated) 






4 (extirpated) 








(Has bred during 1990s at Ogallala) 




5 


2 

2 

9 



13 

6 

13 

65 


21 

-3.0 

2 


2 

7 

11 



8 

2 

2 

18 




4 

2 

1 


7 



2 

1 

1 


4 



5 

10 

19 

140 


27 

+0.5 

10 

6 

33 

249 


37 

+3.6 

2 

1 

9 

10 


3 

-13.7 

5 

3 

14 

18 


3 

+24.7 

7 

4 

16 

255 


36 

+ 1.3 



3 

3 

6 



3 

2 

7 

14 




1 




1 





1 

13 

14 




3 (unsuccessfully introduced) 








Ducey 1988 (County Records) 

Pre-1920 1921-60 Post-1960 

Mollhoff 2000 

1984-88 records 

Rarity Index* 

(Total prior records) 

BBS data 

1966-98 

Years Trend 

Ring-necked Pheasant 


11 

27 

339 


44 

-1.2 

(Sage Grouse) 

1 

2 (extirpated) 





(Ruffed Grouse) 

2 (extirpated 






Greater Prairie-Chicken 

1 

5 

8 

52 


8 

+ 166 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

5 

3 

9 

82 


6 

+4.4 

Wild Turkey 

1 


10 

134 


12 

+4.4 

Northern Bobwhite 

8 

17 

19 

240 


34 

-1.1 

(Scaled Quail) 



1 (unsuccessfully introduced) 




(California Quail) 


1 (unsuccessfully introduced) 





Kins Rail 

2 




2 



Virginia Rail 

3 

3 

4 

20 




Sora 

6 

3 

5 

23 


2 

-0.7 

Common Moo.thqfl 

3 

2 

3 


8 



American Coot 

11 

5 

15 

86 


6 

+8.5 

Sandhill Crane 

2 




2 



Piping Plover 

4 

8 

24 

30 




Killdeer 

11 

10 

33 

387 


43 

+ 1.0 

Mvimiain Plover 

3 

1 



4 



Blackriisckscj suit 


2 

2 


4 



American Avocet 

1 

3 

5 

25 


4 

-9 2 

(Greater Yellowlegs) 

1 (dubious or extralimital record) 





(Lesser Yellowlegs) 

1 

1 (dubious or extralimital records) 




(Solitary Sandpiper) 

1 (dubious or extralimital record) 





Willet 

3 

3 

3 

33 


5 

-4.7 

Spotted Sandpiper 

7 

2 

6 

126 


4 

+41.7 

Upland Sandpiper 

9 

8 

24 

234 


36 

+ 1.9 

Long-billed Curlew 

5 

6 

12 

68 


14 

-8.2 

(Marbled Godwit) 

1 (dubious or extralimital record) 








< 

o 

£T 


15 


!ilrl 




Ducey 1988 

(County Records) 

Mollhoff 2000 

Rarity Index* 

BBS data 

Pre-1920 

1921-60 Post-1960 

1984-88 records 

(Total prior records) 

1966-98 





Years Trend 


Common Snipe 

2 

1 

6 

35 

7 

+20.3 

American Woodcock 

3 

3 


15 



Wilson’s Phalarope 

3 

4 

7 

72 

5 

-3.6 

(Franklin’s Gull) 


1 (extralimital record) 




(Ring-billed Gull) 

1 (dubious or extralimital record) 




Forster's Tern 

3 

1 

3 

13 

3 

-2.1 

Least Tem 

6 

12 

27 

41 



Black Tern 

5 

2 

3 

54 

6 

-13.7 

Rock Dove 

2 

13 


182 

31 

+22.5 

(Eurasian Collared-Dove) 


(Bred during 1990s at Kearney) 




Mourning Dove 

15 

27 

53 

440 

44 

-0.8 

(Carolina Parakeet) 

1 (extinct) 






Black-billed Cuckoo 

6 

3 

11 

102 

17 

-2.2 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

9 

11 

14 

198 

33 

-0.4 

Bam Owl 

13 

7 

35 

26 



Eastern Screech-Owl 

12 

4 

16 

118 



Great Homed Owl 

18 

17 

37 

222 

30 

-4.8 

Burrowing Owl 

14 

4 

18 

70 

13 

+0.3 

Barred Owl 

6 

2 

3 

19 



Long-eared Owl 

6 

3 

7 

7 



Short-eared Owl 

6 

4 

5 

16 



(N. Saw-whet Owl) 

2 (extralimital records) 





Common Nighthawk 

10 

3 

17 

202 

28 

-4.8 

Common Poorwill 

1 

1 

5 

15 



,ghugX->viirs-widQ\v 



1 

8 

9 


Whip-poor-will 

4 


1 

22 






Ducey 1988 (County Records) 

Mollhoff 2000 

Rarity Index* 

BBS data 

Pre-1920 1921-60 Post-1960 

1984-88 records 

(Total prior records) 

1966-98 

Years Trend 


Chimney Swift 

7 

3 

11 

210 


29 

-0.7 

White-tfupgtgd Swift 

3 

3 

1 

7 

12 



Rubv-th. Hummingbird 

3 

1 

3. 

11 

18 



Belted Kingfisher 

7 

2 

12 

197 


12 

-12.4 

Lewis’s Woodier 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 



Red headed Woodpecker 

10 

9 

26 

357 


40 

-0.6 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

2 

4 

10 

109 


11 

+6.1 

(Yellow-bellied Sapsucker) 2 (extralimital records) 






Downy Woodpecker 

11 

8 

22 

247 


24 

+0.4 

Hairy Woodpecker 

8 

5 

12 

102 


11 

-4.6 

Northern Flicker 

10 

10 

29 





Yellow-shafted Flicker (see also Northern Flicker) 


335 


34 

-1.7 

Red-shafted Flicker (see also Northern Flicker) 


30 


7 

-18.1 

(Pileated Woodpecker) 


(Bred in 1999 at Fontenelle Forest) 





Western Wood-Pewee 

2 

2 

3 

39 


4 

-0.2 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

4 

2 

7 

103 


7 

+20.3 

Acadian flycatcher 

1 

1 



2 



(Alder Flycatcher) 

4 

4 (dubious or extralimital records) 





Willow Flycatcher 

3 

1 

3 

42 


7 

+4.3 

Least Flycatcher 

2 



2 




Cordilleran Flvcatcher 

1 



2 

3 



Eastern Phoebe 

12 

9 

20 

135 


17 

-13.5 

Say’s Phoebe 

12 

14 

15 

50 


11 

-1.7 

Great Cr. Flycatcher 

10 

6 

9 

157 


16 

+ 1.7 

Qassin’s KjP.Sbird, 




10 

10 



Western Kingbird 

12 

15 

34 

363 


44 

-2.9 

Eastern Kingbird 

13 

10 

35 

424 


44 

-0.1 

Scissor-tailed Flvcatcher 


5 

1 

2 

8 




The Nebraska Bird Review_ Vol. 68 No.? 




ai 


Ducey 1988 (County Records) 

Mollhoff 2000 

Rarity Index* 

BBS data 

Pre-1920 1921-60 Post-1960 

1984-88 records 

(Total prior records) 

1966-98 

Years Trend 

*1 


Loggerhead Shrike 

8 

8 

26 

200 


42 

-0.9 

(White-eyed Vireo) 

4 (extralimital record) 






Bell’s Vireo 

11 

11 

11 

133 


15 

+0.8 

Plumbeous Vireo 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 



Yellow-throated Vireo 

7 

3 

2 

9 




Warbling Vireo 

7 

8 

12 

265 


27 

+6.0 

Red-eyed Vireo 

4 

11 

8 

81 


12 

-11.5 

Blue Jay 

9 

9 

23 

333 


40 

+0.7 

EinigiUas- 

3 

1 

1 

10 

15 



Clark’s Nutcracker 


1 


3 

4 



Black-billed Magpie 

5 

6 

17 

151 


24 

-14.2 

American Crow 

12 

8 

16 

288 


43 

+ 1.9 

(Chihuahuan Raven) 


1 

1 (probably extirpated) 




(Common Raven) 

1 (extirpated) 






Homed Lark 

18 

13 

23 

261 


41 

-3.1 

Purple Martin 

11 

7 

16 

59 


10 

-2.7 

Tree Swallow 

6 


8 

57 


4 

-17.4 

Violet-green Swallow, 

1 

1 

1 

10 

13 



Northern R-w. Swallow 

11 

4 

18 

311 


29 

+ 1.2 

Bank Swallow 

13 

4 

13 

86 


15 

-17.9 

Bam Swallow 

16 

12 

42 

433 


44 

-1.1 

Cliff Swallow 

16 

17 

28 

193 


25 

+2.2 

Black-capped Chickadee 

12 

12 

18 

277 


29 

-1.6 

Tufted Titmouse 


1 

3 

18 


4 

-2.6 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 



3 

21 




White-breasted Nuthatch 

4 

2 

9 

160 


14 

+6.0 

Pygmv Nmfotoh 


1 

2 

8 

11 




2 


3 


11 

5 




Ducey 1988 

Pre-1920 

(County Records) 
1921-60 Post-1960 

Mollhoff 2900 

1984-88 records 

Rarity Index* 

(Total prior records) 

BBS data 

1966-98 

Yeas Trend 

Rock Wren 

10 

5 

5 

40 


3 

-4.6 

Ca^lma Wfeji 


2 

3 

5 

10 

2 

+ 15.0 

Bgwjgk’gWjrgR 

1 

2 (possibly extirpated) 


3 



House Wren 

10 

15 

40 

342 


38 

+ 1.3 

Sedge Wren 

3 


2 

16 


3 

+14.3 

Marsh Wren 

4 

5 

8 

48 


3 

-20.0 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

4 

2 

4 

15 




Eastern Bluebird 

11 

8 

23 

144 


22 

+5.2 

Mountain Bluebird 

3 

1 

3 

16 




Tpwnsgfld’s SojUajre 

1 

1 


1 

3 



Swajnson’s Thrush, 

1 

1 



2 



(Hermit Thrush) 

1 (dubious or extralimital record) 





Wood Thrush 

13 

7 

4 

43 




American Robin 

11 

19 

45 

393 


44 

+0.9 

Gray Catbird 

10 

10 

17 

228 


23 

-2.2 

Northern Mockingbird 

14 

6 

9 

61 


16 

-3.1 

(Sage Thrasher) 

(Breeding probably 

occurs but not yet documented for Nebraska) 




Brown Thrasher 

14 

20 

31 

364 


41 

-0.6 

European Starling 


7 

22 

336 


41 

+ 1.9 

Cedar Wax wing 

2 

5 

6 

67 


8 

+22.7 

Blue-winged Warbler 

2 




2 



(Tennessee Warbler) 


1 (extralimital record) 





(Nashville Warbler) 

1 

1 (extralimital record) 





Npnlrem 


1 



1 



Yellow Warbler 

13 

12 

15 

278 


32 

+ 1.0 

Cligstnupgided Warbler 

l 


1 


2 



.Y.ellPW:rumpgd Wgfblgr 

1 

1 

1 

8 

13 




2 (extralimital records) 


(Prairie Warbler) 






<31 


Ducey 1988 (County Records) 

Mollhoff 2090 

Rarity Index* 

BBS data 

Pre-1920 1921-60 Post-1960 

1984-88 records 

(Total prior records) 

1966-98 




Years Trend | 


(Yellow-throated Warbler) (Breeding occurs but was not documented in cited studies) 


Cerulean Warbler 

2 


1 

4 

7 



Black-and-white Warbler 

8 

1 


14 




American Rralstart 

14 

2 

4 

33 




EmitoRptani War bjg.r 

3 

1 


7 

11 



Oven bird 

5 

2 

6 

27 




(Northern Waterthrush) 

3 (extralimital or dubious records) 





Louisiana wa(yithm§h 

4 

1 

1 

4 

10 



Kgfllisfcy Warbler 

4 

1 


9 

14 



Common Yellowthroat 

13 

7 

14 

340 


39 

0.3 

Yellow-breasted Chat 

9 

7 

1 

67 




5<mmer Tanarei 

l 


2 

7 

10 



Scarlet Tanager 

7 

3 

3 

18 




Western I anager 

1 



12 

13 



Rufous-sided Towhee 

15 

11 

11 

144 




Eastern Towhee (recently split from Rufous-sided Towhee) 



9 

+2.7 

SDotted Towhee t recently split from Rufous-sided Towheet 

1 

1 

7 

-17.3 

Cragins Sparrow 



1 

3 

4 



Chipping Sparrow 

9 

9 

12 

135 


23 

+1.4 

aay stored gpanpft: 

1 

1 

1 


3 



grew s Spairow 


3 

2 

6 

10 



Field Sparrow 

15 

10 

14 

190 


26 

+5.0 

Vesper Sparrow 

14 

5 

5 

42 


14 

+2.7 

Lark Sparrow 

12 

23 

28 

310 


37 

+0.8 

Lark Bunting 

17 

8 

16 

157 


34 

-1.3 

Savannah Sparrow 

1 




1 




1.1 


(Baird’s Sparrow) 
Grasshopper Sparrow 


I (cxtralinaital record) 

II 9 


21 


319 


43 






Ducey 1988 (County Records) 

Pre-1920 1921-60 Post-1960 


Mollhoff 2000 

1984-88 records 


Rarity Index* 

(Total prior records) 


BBS data 

1966-98 

Years Trend 


1S= = ■ --»1 


(Henslow’s Sparrow) 

(Breeding occurs but was not documented 

in cited studies) 




Song Sparrow 

1 

3 

9 

81 


10 

+ 15.7 

Swamp Sparrow 

3 

2 

2 

29 




PariE-gygd Juikp 

2 


2 

4 

8 



McUtwftBUmgapur 

1 


2 

9 

12 



Chestnut c, Lonespur 

1 

1 

2 

8 

12 

4 

+ 18.5 

Northern Cardinal 

9 

16 

21 

204 


25 

+3.3 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

14 

16 

11 

135 


15 

-4.1 

Black-headed Grosbeak 

12 

12 

6 

52 


4 

-13.1 

Blue Grosbeak 

8 

18 

13 

152 


31 

-1.7 

Lazuli Bunting 

2 


1 

22 




Indigo Bunting 

12 

9 

10 

179 


20 

-3.9 

Dickcissel 

13 

15 

19 

305 


37 

-0.7 

Bobolink 

11 

2 

8 

133 


25 

+3.6 

Red-winged Blackbird 

16 

17 

38 

422 


44 

+0.2 

Eastern Meadowlark 

1 

5 

8 

101 


20 

-9.4 

Western Meadowlark 

14 

12 

23 

424 


44 

-0.8 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

13 

6 

12 



18 

+0.1 

Brewer's Blackbird 

4 

1 

6 

12 


3 

-12.8 

(Rusty Blackbird) 



1 (extraiimital record) 




Common Grackle 

13 

14 

34 

410 


44 

-2.4 

Great-tailed Grackle 



6 

14 




Brown-headed Cowbird 

15 

8 

27 

406 


44 

+0.1 

Orchard Oriole 

12 

17 

24 

355 


42 

-1.2 

Northern Oriole 

18 

12 

25 





Baltimore Oriole (previously part of Northern Oriole) 


339 


37 

+0.9 

Bullock’s Oriole (previously part of Northern Oriole) 


48 


5 

+26.8 





Ducey 1988 (County Records) 
Pre-1920 1921-60 Post-1960 

Mollhoff 2000 

1984-88 records 

Rarity Index* 

(Total prior records) 

BBS data 

1966-98 

Years Trend 

House Finch 

j 

2 

4 

37 


11 

+26.0 

Red Crossbill 


3 

3 

16 




Pine Siskin 

4 

11 

9 

23 




American Goldfinch 

13 

16 

18 

358 


39 

+ 1.2 

House Sparrow 

5 

5 

31 

381 


43 

-1.9 

Total Soecies 


209 

169 

205 

191 




Note : Ducey’s records refer to numbers of counties with one or more nestings for the indicated period, 
not the total number of records. 

Mollhoff’s records include all possible, probable, and confirmed records. 

The "Rarity index " is the sum of Ducey’s county records plus the Mollhoff records, 
for species with fewer than 20 such records. 

Extinct , extirpated species, and those species with records considered dubious are not tallied, 
and such species are shown in parentheses. 

Breeding Bird Survey records show sample size and population trends for those species appearing 
on surveys from 1966 through 1998. 
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Tufted Duck at Lake Ogallala: First record for Nebraska 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 _ West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

On 2 December 1999, I was birding at the east end of Lake Ogallala in 
Keith County. I was scanning the large diving duck flock just above the 
Keystone diversion dam when I noticed a scaup-like duck with a thin crest. I 
quickly realized that the bird was a male Tufted Duck. I carefully studied the 
bird from 9:32-10:28 a.m. The bird spent all of its time actively foraging 
with a large flock of Greater and Lesser Scaup. It was approximately the 
same size as a Lesser Scaup. The head shape was rounded like a scaup, not 
"peaked" like a Ring-necked Duck. The bill was bluish with a black tip and a 
narrow white subterminal band, unlike the bill of a male Ring-necked Duck 
(black tip with a broad white subterminal band). The bill also lacked the 
white base of the bill of a male Ring-necked Duck. The eye was yellow. The 
head appeared dark-colored, except that it had a purplish sheen at some 
angles. The most conspicuous feature was the narrow crest, or tuft, which I 
estimated to be at least 5 cm long. This was visible at all times, except that it 
was sometimes flattened against the head immediately after the bird surfaced 
after a dive. The flanks were similar to those of a male Ring-necked Duck, 
except that they were a dirty white color instead of gray. The flanks were not 
clean white like those of many male Lesser Scaup. The mantle was 
conspicuously black, and lacked the pale vermiculations of a male Lesser 
Scaup. In flight, the upperwings were dark with a bold white stripe on the 
secondaries and inner primaries. The upperwing pattern very closely 
resembled that of a Greater Scaup. I did not note the tail pattern. On the basis 
of the flank color and long tuft, I aged the bird as an adult male molting into 
alternate plumage. According to Toochin (1998), the molt sequence of Tufted 
Ducks is consistent with this conclusion. 

I had several opportunities to study the bird on later dates. On 4 
December, I relocated the bird in the same general area, took several distant 
photographs, and confirmed my original identification. By 31 December, I 
noted that the crest had disappeared, and this was reaffirmed during many 
observations of the bird in January. On these occasions, I noted that the bird 
had a much "dumpier" appearance than a scaup, perhaps caused by a shorter 
neck. I also noted that there was a notch on the back of the head where the tuft 
should have been. I surmised that the tuft had worn off, a frequent occurrence 
with this species. On later occasions I noted that the flanks were a clean white 
color and lacked the darker smudging noted earlier in December. By early 
February, the tuft was again present. 


No.2 _ The Nebraska Bird Review _LQ2. 

I carefully considered the possibility that the bird was a hybrid, most 
likely with a Greater or Lesser Scaup. However, all of the features were 
consistent with a pure Tufted Duck; there were no white vermiculations on 
the mantle, the bill color was as expected for Tufted Duck, and the eye was 
yellow. None of the physical attributes of the bird pointed to anything other 
than a pure Tufted Duck. Additionally, I carefully examined the legs for bands 
while the bird was preening on 23 April; no bands were seen. 

The Tufted Duck remained at this location through at least 29 April 
2000 and was seen by dozens of birders. It was always with the large flock of 
Greater and Lesser Scaup and did not associate with Ring-necked Ducks or 
other diving ducks. This represents the first record of a Tufted Duck for 
Nebraska and one of very few records for the Great Plains. Relying heavily on 
Toochin (Toochin, M. 1998. Possible anywhere: Tufted Duck. Birding 30: 
370-383.), I searched for other records of Tufted Ducks from the Great 
Plains region. I located records from Kansas (1), Colorado (1), and Wyoming 
(2), and Montana (1). Perhaps careful searching of large scaup flocks will 
produce more records of this species in Nebraska. 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June and July 2000 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@sidney.heartland.net 


I wish to remind observers to report dates of breeding evidence, such 
as nests with eggs and adults feeding fledglings. There is surprisingly little 
known about these things for Nebraska's breeding birds, even the common 
ones. Please report these regardless of the season! 

This summer produced many interesting sightings; we'll lead off with 
significant breeding records: Snowy Plover provided a 2nd state breeding 
record; Black-necked Stilt a first for Keith Co; Acadian Flycatcher first for 
Thurston Co; Summer Tanager first for Otoe Co; and Eurasian Collared-Dove 
3rd nesting locality, at Elmwood. 

Late spring migrants included a record late Tennessee Warbler and a 
2nd latest Hudsonian Godwit and Stilt Sandpiper. Early fall migrants were 
Pied-billed Grebe, Eared Grebe, 4th July record for Bufflehead, record early 
Short-billed and Long-billed Dowitchers, and 2nd earliest and 3rd July 
Orange-crowned Warbler. 

Unusual summer records included firsts for Winter Wren and Pine 
Grosbeak, 6th Pacific Loon, first adult Ring-billed Gulls, 4th (10th state) 
for Laughing Gull and 4th for Pectoral Sandpiper. 

Record counts were provided by 500 (actual count!) Lesser Yellowlegs, 
20 to 30 Willets, 34 Spotted Sandpipers, 5642 Baird's Sandpipers, 10,000 
Bank Swallows, and 21 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers in the Panhandle. 

Definitely out-of-place were a White-throated Swift seen at L 
McConaughy, the first summering Republican Valley Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, a Red-bellied Woodpecker located at McGrew, a singing 
Swainson's Thrush spotted near Orleans, and a singing Blue-winged Warbler 
found along the Niobrara for apparently the 2nd straight year. 

There were even some rarities: A potential first state record Dusky 
Flycatcher, a potential 2nd Ash-throated Flycatcher, a 7th state Neotropic 
Cormorant, and a 9th Lesser Goldfinch. 


ADF : Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL : Branched Oak L SRA, Lancaster Co; 
CLN WR : Crescent L NWR, Garden Co; FT: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; F_L: 
Funk Lagoon WPA, Phelps Co; HCR : Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; ICSP : Indian 
Cave SP, Nemaha-Richardson Cos; LM : L McConaughy, Keith Co; NOURC : 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee; NWR : National Wildlife 
Refuge; R W B : Rainwater Basin, pothole area in southcentral Nebraska; SLj 
sewage lagoons(s); S_P: State Park; SRA : State Recreation Area; WMA : 
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(state) Wildlife Management Area; WPA : (federal) Waterfowl Production 
Area. 

GAZETTEER 

ftover Chute NWR : Washington Co; Burchard L : SRA, Pawnee Co; 
Harvard Marsh : WPA, Clay Co; Calamus Res : SRA, Loup-Garfield Cos; 
Fnders Res : SRA, Chase Co; Fort Niobrara NWR : Cherry Co; Kiowa 
Springs : WMA, Scotts Bluff Co; L Alice : North Platte NWR, Scotts Bluff Co; 
I- Poatlala : SRA, Keith Co; M onro e Cany on: Sioux Co; Neale Woods : 
Washington-Douglas Cos; Niobrara Valiev Preserve : Keya Paha-Brown 
Cos; N orth Hu lt ine Ba sin: WPA, Clay Co; Olive Creek Res : SRA, 
Lancaster Co: Oliver Res : SRA, Kimball Co; Pawnee L : SRA, Lancaster Co; 
Pine Ridae : Sioux, Dawes, Sheridan Cos; Ponca SP : Dixon Co; Rowe 
Sanctuary : Buffalo Co; Schramm Park : SRA, Sarpy Co: Sowbelly 
Canvon : Sioux Co; Soring Creek Prairie : Lancaster Co; Sutherland 
Res : SRA, Lincoln Co; Swanson Res : SRA, Hitchcock Co; Wildcat Hills : 
Scotts Bluff-Banner Cos. 

OBSERVERS 

Alice Kenitz (AK), Gering; Bill F. Huser ( BFH) . South Sioux City; Babs 
Padelford ( BP) . Bellevue; Carol Falk ( CF) . Nebraska City; Carolyn Hall 
( CH) . Bassett; Chris L. Wood ( CLW) . Fort Collins, CO; Clem N. Klaphake 
( CNK) . Bellevue; Don Maas (DM) . Omaha; Don Paseka (DP) . Ames; 
Elizabeth Allen (£A), Omaha; Glen Hoge (GiD, Alma; Gertrude Wood (GW) . 
Elmwood; John Brenneman (J B) . Omaha; Joe Fontaine (JJL), Fort Collins, 
CO; Joe Gubanyi (JG) . Seward; Joel G. Jorgensen ( JGJ) . Blair; Jan Johnson 
(J J). Wakefield; Jim McLochlin ( J M) . Omaha; Jan Paseka ( J P) . Ames; 
John Sullivan ( JS) . Lincoln; Jerry Toll ( JT) . Omaha; John W. Hall (JWH) . 
Omaha; Kevin Poague (KJP), Lincoln; Larry Einemann ( LE) . Lincoln; 
Laurence Falk (LE), Nebraska City; Loren Padelford ( LP) . Bellevue; Lanny 
Randolph (LR) . Gibbon; Linda R. Brown ( LRB) . Lincoln; Mark Orsag ( MO) . 
Crete; Merlin Wright ( MW) . Brownvilie; Neva Pruess ( NP) . Lincoln; Neal 
Ratzlaff (NR) . Omaha; Paul Lehman (PL), Cape May, NJ; Paul Tebbel (PT) . 
Kearney; Ruth Green ( RG) . Bellevue; Robin Harding ( RH) . Gibbon; Stephen 
J. Dinsmore ( SJD) . Fort Collins, CO; Thomas E. Labedz ( TEL) . Lincoln; 
Thomas Hoffman (TH) . Omaha; Wanda Hoge ( WH) . Alma; Wayne Mollhoff 
( WM) . Lincoln; W. Ross Silcock ( WRS) . Tabor, IA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon : A basic adult was spotted at L Alice on 16 June (WRS). This 
report represents the 6th summer record, all in the period between 10 June 
and 4 July. 
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Common Loon : One was seen at HCR from 20 to 30 July (WRS, GH, WH), 
and 3 were found at LM on 30 July (SJD); all were in basic plumage. 
Summering nonbreeders are regular on western reservoirs, but more 
sporadic eastward. 

Pied-billed Grebe : An early migrant was found at Larkspur Area, 
Saunders Co, on 21 July (MO); grebes did not summer there. Most migrants 
arrive in August. 

Eared Grebe : A flock of 45 spotted on 21 July at North Platte SL (WRS) 
were also very early migrants. Most migrants appear in mid- to late August. 
Western Grebe : The fall buildup at LM was underway by 30 July, with 
5700 tallied there (SJD). 

Clark’s Grebe : The one seen at HCR between 15 and 30 June (MB, GH, WH) 
was at an unusual location for the date. The only other similar records are of 
singles spotted at FL between 14 and 21 June and at BOL on 29 July. 
American White Pelican : Sizeable numbers lingered into early July; 200 
remained at BOL until then (LE), although only 4 were reported there on 2 
July (JGJ); and 110 were found at Alma until on 29 June (GH, WH). 
Numbers bottomed out in mid-July. And the 120 counted at LM on 21 July 
(WRS) and the 130 tallied at Calamus Res on 23 July (LR, RH) were 
returnees. Mid-summer reports from the south and east are unusual. 
Neotropic Cormorant : An apparent post-breeding adult was seen at 
Burchard L from 20 to 23 July (WRS, MO, GH, WH). It was well 
photographed by MO. This sighting represents the 7th state record, 6 
acceptably documented, all since 1982. 

Double-crested Cormorant : The colony at the west end of HCR is doing 
well, with 55 active nests counted on 5 June (GH, WH). The single bird that 
remained in Lancaster Co until early July (LE) was unexpected; such 
occurrences are unusual in the south and east. 

American Bittern : The singles spotted at Calamus Res on 23 July (LR, RH) 
and at FL on 30 Jul (B) appeared at locations where breeding is likely; late 
July is rather early for migrants. 

Least Bittern : The only reports came from locations with plenty of water 
following a dry spring with no reports: FF on 16 June (B) and FL on 16 July 
(LR, RH). No breeding evidence was reported, but in recent years consistent 
reports from FL indicate breeding there. 

Great Blue Heron : A good count reached 50 at LM on 29 July (SJD). 

Great Egret : The lowest numbers occur in late June to early July; 2 were 
found at Pawnee L on 18 June (LE); one at Harvard Marsh on 25 June (JGJ); 
and 2 at Olive Creek Res on 8 July (MO). Fall buildup began with 6 seen in 
the east RWB on 16 July (JGJ), and a rapid increase at Alma in late July led 
to an excellent peak count for the period of 93 tallied at a roost there on 31 
July (GH, WH). 

Snowv Egret : Numbers are lowest in late June to early July, especially 
westward; and so singles found at the west end of LM on 17 June (WRS) and at 
Kiowa Springs on 27 June (PL) were of interest. The best count for the 
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period totaled 4 in the east RWB on 16 July (JGJ). The single bird found at 
LM from 29 to 30 Jul (SJD) was also westerly. 

1 ittle Blue Heron : Only 4 were reported, all singles found at the following 
locations and dates: east RWB on 16 and 30 July (JGJ); an adult at Omaha 
Beach, LM, on 19 July (JF) and at Standing Bear L, Omaha, on 22 July (JM). 
The bird at LM was rather far west for the species; there are no summer or 
fall Panhandle records. 

Cattle Egret : Only 23 were reported, 18 in the east RWB between 2 and 16 
July (JGJ). The one spotted at FL on 16 July (LR, RH) represents the 
farthest west report. 

Green Heron : Routine reports. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron : An excellent count totaled 27 mostly adult 
birds at FL on 30 July (LR, RH), where breeding probably occurs; although 
at this date, these birds may have been migrants. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron : The only report was of one seen at FF 3 
on June (B); 1 to 2 adults had been there since 11 May (Spring Report). 
White-faced Ibis : The one located in the Sandhills on 4 June (EA) was 
probably a fairly late migrant; the last spring dates occur in early June. Fall 
migrants appeared rather early, with 3 found in the east RWB on 2 July 
(JGJ). About 35 more were reported, many as Plegadis sp.--Glossy Ibis is a 
slim possibility at any time but difficult to identify in fall. The best count 
totaled 12 in the east RWB on 30 July (JGJ). 

Turkey Vulture : Routine reports. 

Greater White-fronted Goose : Rare in midsummer, two were spotted at 
FL on 11 June (LR, RH). 

Snow Goose : The usual scattered reports from the RWB were received; but 
unexpected was one of a bird discovered at a farm pond near Elmwood through 

2 July, when it disappeared; it was apparently unable to fly (GW). 

Canada Goose : An excellent summer count reached 700 at BOL on 18 June 
(LE). Reporting summer populations around the state would be of interest. 
Trumpeter Swan : The only report was of 2 pairs still present (see Spring 
Report) at Doc L, near Whitman, Grant Co, on 13 June (B). 

Wood Duck : A hen with chicks was found at FL on 16 July (LR, RH); the 
observers wondered, however, where she nested as there are "no trees left at 
Funk Lagoon.” 

Gadwall : The only report from FL, where it breeds, was of one seen on 11 
June (LH, RH). A study by Robin Harding in Clay Co in the 1980s showed 
Gadwall to be the 3rd-commonest breeder after Blue-winged Teal and 
Mallard. 

American Wiaeon : The two spotted at FL on 11 June (LH, RH) add to a few 
summer records there in recent years that are suggestive of breeding; the one 
identified in the east RWB on 22 July (JGJ), one the other hand, may have 
been an early molt migrant. 

Mallard : Nine ducklings were reported at a marsh 2 miles east of FL on 30 
June (LH, RH). 

Blue-winaed Teal : Routine reports. 
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Cinnamon Teal : Rather easterly for the date was the one spotted in the east 
RWB on 30 July (JGJ). Kiowa Springs is clearly the place for this species 
in Nebraska: 19 were counted there on 1 5 June (WRS). 

Northern Shoveler : Summering birds are scarcest in the south and in the 
east; a male was found near Alma, Harlan Co, on 6 July (GH, WH). Likely late 
migrants were the 45 spotted at FL on 11 June (LR, RH); the breeding 
population there is not particularly large. 

Northern Pintail : Routine reports. 

Green-winged Teal : Rare in midsummer away from the Sandhill#, the 1 or 
2 identified at FL between 11 and 18 June (LR, RH) were thus of interest. 
There is only a single known breeding record south of the Platte River, a nest 
found by Robin Harding in the 1980s in Clay Co. 

Canvasback : Routine reports. 

Redhead : As many as 43 still remained at the east Alma SL on 16 June, but 
all had departed by 23 June (GH, WH). An excellent summer count totaled 36 
at FL on 16 July (LR, RH); summering birds of similar numbers in recent 
years are suggestive of breeding at FL. 

Lesser Scaup : A female spotted at Pawnee L on 4 June (LE) was rather late 
for the southeast. 

Bufflehead : A female found at L Ogallala on 30 July (SJD) may have 
summered, as 1 to 2 were spotted there in late May (see Spring Report); 
away from Garden Co this is only the 4th July record. 

Hooded Merganser : The presence of immature/female birds anywhere in 
the east and central in summer has become expected in recent years; as many 
as 3 were seen in Clay Co on 9 July (JGJ), and 3 more were identified at 
different locations in the east RWB on 22 July (JGJ). Most likely these are 
one-year-old prebreeeding immatures. Unexpected in the west, where rare, 
was one seen in immature/female plumage near Kiowa Springs on 15 June 
(WRS). 

Common Merganser : This species is only casual in summer away from LM, 
but 3 were reported this year: a single identified at Alma SL on 11 June (GH, 
WH); a female spotted at BOL between 18 June and 4 July (LE, JGJ); and 
another single found on the Republican River south of Orleans, Harlan Co, 
where, interestingly, local people indicate that they occur in summer on 
occasion (GH, WH). There are only one confirmed and two possible breeding 
records for the state. Likely molt migrants, nine were seen at the spillway at 
Kingsley Dam, LM, from 21 July (WRS) through the end of the period (SJD). 
Ruddv Duck : The 17 birds in basic plumage spotted at HCR on 16 June (GH, 
WH) must have been nonbreeders, likely one-year old birds. Alternate- 
plumaged males seen at Orleans SL between 16 and 30 June and at East Alma 
SL on 30 July (GH, WH) were suggestive of local breeding, rare away from 
the Sandhills and RWB. The 48 counted at North Platte SL on 21 July were 
early migrants, possibly failed breeders; some were in alternate plumage 
(WRS). 

Qsprev : Intriguing was one found at L Ogallala in early July (Rodger 
Knaggs, fide SJD); there are no modern nesting records for the state, but 
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there are about 20 late June to early July records. The bird seen at Pawnee L 
on 4 June (LE) was rather late. 

Mi ssissippi Kite : One or two continued to be reported at Ogallaia 
throughout the period (WRS, SJD, B). 

paid Eaale : As many as 3 immatures were seen at the Niobrara Valley 
Preserve between 19 and 20 July (JJ). There are few summer reports away 
from known breeding sites, this report representing the third since 1982 
from the same general area. As of 1998 there were active nests in Boyd and 
Holt Cos (John Dinan, Nebraska Game and Parks). 
fjnrthern Harrier : Routine reports. 

goner's Hawk : A nest with chicks was discovered at Fort Niobrara NWR on 
27 June (CA). 

Red-shouldered Hawk : None was reported away from the regular site at 
FF. 

Swainson's Hawk : Routine reports. 

Red-tailed Hawk : Routine reports. 

Ferruginous Hawk : Routine reports. 

Golden Eaale : A nest with chicks was observed on the Hughson Ranch, Sioux 
Co, on 10 June (AK), about on schedule for this species in Nebraska. 
American Kestrel : Numbers were considered much higher than in the 
previous two years in Harlan Co (GH, WH). 

Prairie Falcon : Routine reports. 

Peregrine Falcon : There are now only about 8 reports for June and July 
other than at known breeding locations of re-stocked birds. Of these 8 
reports, two occurred this summer: one bird was spotted at ADF on 11 July 
(LF, CF), and a juvenile was seen harassing shorebirds at LM 30 July (SJD, 
JF). Of these 8 reports, 6 occurred in the period between 11 and 30 July, 
suggesting that a few birds migrate south early (most movement begins in 
August), possibly with migrant shorebirds. 

Gray Partridge : None was reported, a continuation of a low population ebb. 
Ring-necked Pheasant : Routine reports. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse : Routine reports. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken : the one identified at Olive Creek Res on 5 July 
(MO) was at an unexpected location, although a few have been noted in the 
general area of southern Lancaster Co in recent years, especially at Spring 
Creek Prairie. 

Wild Turkey : Routine reports. 

Northern Bobwhite : Numbers were clearly up: "all over the place" at 
Spring Creek Prairie (KP); "much more numerous this summer" in Harlan 
Co (GH, WH); and "as numerous as I've seen in region" of the east RWB 
(JGJ). Unusual very far from the North Platte Valley in the Panhandle, one 
was spotted near Redington, Morrill Co, on 8 July (AK). 

Virginia Rail : The one sighted at FL on 30 July (LR, RH) suggests that a 
small breeding population continues there. 
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Sora : As many as 5 were counted in the east RWB on single dates during July 
(JGJ), and 2 were found at FL on 30 July (LR, RH). Breeding has not been 
confirmed in the RWB, but recent reports such as these are suggestive. 
A merican. COPE Routine reports. 

Snowv Plover : Only the second breeding record for the state-and the first 
apparently successful attempt-was provided by an adult with a young chick 
spotted on 3 July on the south shore of LM (Gabriel Wilson, Rodger Knaggs, 
fide SJD). An adult female was also seen on the north shore of LM on 31 July 
(CLW). The first record was of a nest with eggs that was destroyed by high 
water on the Missouri R near Ponca in 1998 (fide John Dinan, Game and 
Parks). 

Semipalmated Plover : The one found in the east RWB on 16 July (JGJ) 
was rather early. In all, only 7 birds were reported. 

Piping Plover : This season at LM, 20 pairs and 32 nests were counted 
(fide SJD). 

Killdeer : An excellent count of presumed local breeders reached 200 at FL 
on 16 June (LR, RH), when fall flocking has not yet begun. By the middle of 
July, flocks begin to form; however, the 210 counted in the east RWB on 16 
July (JGJ) and the 170 tallied at LM on 29 July (SJD) may have been 
mostly local breeding populations rather than migrants. 

Mountain Plover : The only report was of 2 identified in the regular 
breeding area south of Kimball on 10 Jun (JS). 

Black-necked Stilt : Numbers of this species continue to increase in the 
state. The presence of a defensive male with a fledgling--at the same place a 
pair had been present in late April—at the west end of LM between 29 and 30 
July led the observer to conclude that there was "no doubt the birds nested 
there" (SJD, JF). This sighting would represent the first breeding record for 
Keith Co. There are few records of nesting for the state, all those previously 
in the Sandhills except for one at the Grand Island SL for which the outcome 
was not reported. Unexpected were 1 to 3 discovered at FL between 11 and 
18 June (LR, RH, GH, WH); but the 2 seen at Kiowa Springs on 27 June 
(PL) added to several summer Panhandle records. And the 2 birds identified 
along Highway 2 at Mile Marker 106 east of Alliance on 13 June (B) 
appeared at a regular breeding location. 

American Avocet: Breeding has been confirmed only once in the RWB; thus, 
the presence of a single there on 9 July (JGJ) was of interest, as were 
singles noted at HCR and near Orleans on 6 July (GH, WH). As many as 7 
birds were found at FL through 18 June (LR, RH), but not thereafter. This 
species nests fairly early, and so migrants appear in mid-July; the 36 
spotted at LM on 21 July (WRS) may have included migrants, but nesting 
appeared to be under way there in late May (Spring Report). 

Greater Yellowleas : Rather early was the one seen near Kiowa Springs on 
15 June (WRS). Late June reports are not unusual, as this species leaves 
earlier in spring and arrives earlier in fall than Lesser Yellowlegs. An 
excellent count totaled 41 in the east RWB on 16 July (JGJ). 
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] gsser Yetlowleqs : A record fall count reached 500 (actual count) in the 
east RWB on 16 July (JGJ), up from the then-record 476 tallied there on 9 
July (JGJ). Rather early were the 16 found in the east RWB (JGJ) and the 
one noted at BOL (LE) on 25 June. 

frplitarv Sandpiper : Migrant numbers in the east RWB were excellent, 
peaking at a record 39 registered on 30 July (JGJ). At Calamus Res, 10 
birds were found on 23 July (LR, RH). First, and rather early, was the one 
identified in the east RWB on 2 July (JGJ). 

Willet : A record fall count reached 20 to 30 birds near Bayard, Morrill Co, 
on 8 July (AK); Willets are fewer in fall than in spring. They are also rare 
in the east in fall; 2 were spotted at Nathan's L, Washington Co, on 7 July 
(JT). The one found in the east RWB on 2 July (JGJ) was rather early, 
although earliest dates away from breeding areas occur in the last few days of 
June. 

Spotted Sandpiper : A record count totaled 34 in about 150 yards of 
spring-fed grassy lake shore at Enders Res on 21 July (WRS); and the first 
bird since late May appeared at HCR on 17 July (GH, WH). These two reports 
indicate that fall migration definitely gets under way by late July. This 
species is a low-density nester statewide. 

Upland Sandpiper : Routine reports. 

Long-billed Curlew : Routine reports. 

Hudsonian Godwit : The one bird in high alternate plumage seen at FL 11 on 
June (LR, RH; details) denotes the 2nd latest ever after a specimen collected 
on 12 June 1910, and the only one reported for the period. Normal last dates 
occur in early June. 

Marbled Godwit : In fall, this species is rare east of the Panhandle; only 
the 13th such report was of 2 sighted at North Hultine Basin, Clay Co, on 25 
June (JGJ). Excellent counts reached between 20 to 30 birds with Willets 
near Bayard on 8 July (AK) and 21 at LM on 29 July (SJD). 

Sanderling : The only report was of 2 seen at LM on 29 July (SJD), 
presumably adults. Adults arrive in late July and early August; jouveniles 
join them from mid-August on. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper : The four found in the east RWB on 4 June 
(JGJ) were clearly spring migrants; and the one found at FL on 11 June (LR, 
RH) was likely a rather late spring migrant. However, the two spotted at FL 
25 June (JGJ), if indeed they were fall migrants, identify the earliest ever. 
There is no way to know whether mid-June records of arctic breeders 
represent birds which did not migrate all the way north, or whether the 
birds arrived on the breeding grounds at the normal time and just left early 
after a failed nesting. The 84 totaled at LM on 29 July (SJD) represent a 
good count. 

Western Sandpiper : The only reports came from LM: 9 seen on 19 July 
(JF), and a molting adult identified on 30 July (SJD). The first to arrive in 
fall, Adults are reported more often in western Nebraska. 
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Least Sandpiper : Rather early were 14 discovered in the east RWB on 9 
July (JGJ). The 97 tallied in the east RWB on 16 Jul (JGJ) was an excellent 
count. 

White-rumped Sandpiper : The 10 found at FL on 11 June (LR, RH) and 
the single sighted at BOL 18 Jun (LE) were rather late. The latter merely 
ties the 3rd latest date for this late migrant! 

Baird's Sandpiper : A record 5642 were counted at LM on 30 July (SJD, 
JF). LM has recorded by far the highest fall numbers in the state; Baird’s 
Sandpipers tend to prefer to migrate in fall through the western Great Plains. 
By comparison, the high count in the east RWB totaled (drum roll) one! (on 
16 July, JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper : A single was found at Harvard Marsh on 25 June and 
on 2 July; it may have summered (JGJ). There are 3 other records in the 
period between 15 June and 4 July. Rare to the west, 13 were spotted at LM 
on 29 July (SJD). 

Dunlin : The only report was of a record late bird seen at FL on 11 June 
(LR, RH). Spring arrival was late as well (Spring Report). 

Stilt Sandpiper : The four discovered at FL on 11 June (LR, RH) and the 
one spotted at BOL on 18 June (LE) denote the 2nd and 4th latest ever for 
spring. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: None had arrived by the end of the period; most 
arrive in August. 

Short-billed Dowitcher : The three birds seen in the east RWB on 9 July 
(JGJ) were record early for fall. More normal for the date were the 31, an 
excellent count, found in the east RWB on 16 July, followed by 24 sighted the 
next day (JGJ). It should be noted that Jorgensen birded the RWB in July this 
year for the first time and suspects that Short-billeds are regular there in 
July (JGJ). Dowitchers in July should be carefully identified, as relative 
abundance and timing of early migration in fall of the two species is not well 
known (see Long-billed Dowitcher). 

Long-billed Dowitcher : The seven reported at LM on 19 July (JF, CLW; 
details) tied the earliest documented fall record for this species. Based on 
documented reports, most July dowitchers are Short-billeds, at least until 
the last few days of the month, as the 12 Long-billeds seen at LM on 30 July 
(SJD) suggest. Six Long-biileds were also identified in the east RWB on 23 
July, a day when no Short-billeds were found (JGJ). In Missouri, Long- 
billeds do not outnumber Short-billeds until late in August (Robbins and 
Easterla, Birds of Missouri). 

Common Snipe: The one identified in the east RWB on 30 July (JGJ) was 
possibly an early migrant, but there are occasional summer reports away 
from the Sandhills and the Panhandle breeding range. 

American Woodcock : The only report was of one seen on River Trail at 
Neale Woods on 8 June (JB). Few are reported during the summer. 

Wilson's Phalarop e: Reports from FL of as many as 17 still present on 18 
June (LR, RH) are suggestive of local breeding, as are the presence of 5 in 
the east RWB on 3 July, as well as the 2 found there on 16 July (JGJ). The 















Vol. 68 No, 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


ULi 


latter, as well as the 14 counted there on 22 July (JGJ), may have been 
early migrants, however. The one spotted south of Bayard, Morrill Co, on 8 
July (AK ) may have been a nearby breeder. 

ped-necked Phalarooe : None had arrived by the end of the period; most 
arrive in August. 

Lauahuig_GuJI : The second alternate seen at Omaha Beach, LM, on 19 July 
(CLW, JF) represents the 4th documented summer record. Three of the 
records were second alternate birds sighted in the period between 14 June 
and 19 July, and one was a juvenile identified on 3 August. There is now a 
total of 10 documented records of this species in Nebraska. 

Franklin f s Gull : A few stragglers were noted, including 2 birds seen as late 
as 11 June at FL (LR, RH); and returning birds were first seen on 1 7 July, 
when 100 arrived at HCR (GH, WH). An excellent count for July reached 685 
in the LM area on 30 July (SJD). 

Ring-billed Gull : The usual summering immatures were reported, but of 
more significance was the presence of 4 adults in the east RWB as early as 16 
July (JGJ). There are few if any documented reports of adults in July. 
Numbers had built to 472 in the LM area by 30 July (SJD). 

California Gull : The fall buildup was underway at LM by the end of the 
period, with 21 found there on 30 July and 18 counted there the next day 
(SJD). No others were reported. 

Herring Gull : There are fewer than 20 documented reports for mid-June 
through mid-August; many old reports are likely to have been California 
Gulls. This season, a second alternate was identified at LM on 29 July and was 
joined by a juvenile the next day (SJD). There are no documented records of 
adults for mid-June through mid-August. 

Caspian Tern : This species tends to linger into June, and several did so this 
spring: the one reported as an immature at CLNWR on 10 June (EA, KCR) was 
presumably a 2nd-year bird, as this date would be very early for a hatching- 
year bird; singles were noted at BOL and at Pawnee L on 18 June (LE); and a 
surprising 6 were spotted at BOL on 25 June (LE). As in the case with gulls, 
these birds are likely immatures. Good counts of fall migrants were 7 found 
at Burchard L on 23 June (GH, WH) and 5 seen at Sutherland Res on 30 July 
(SJD, JF). An adult was also reported at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, on 20 
July (JF). 

Common Tern : Only 2 birds were reported: an adult spotted at Swanson Res 
on 22 July (WRS) and a molting adult identified at Sutherland Res on 30 July 
(SJD, JF). There are few July records; the preceding birds may have been 
failed breeders. 

Forster's Tern : Spring stragglers and midsummer (mid-June through 
mid-July for this species) records away from breeding locations are few. 
Thus the 3 birds reported at HCR on 16 June (GH, WH) were unusual, as was 
the one spotted at BOL on 25 June (LE). More unexpected was a group of 23 
noted at Martin's Bay, LM, on 17 June (WRS), a group which included adults 
in alternate plumage as well as subadults. 
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Least Tern : At LM for the breeding season, there were 2 pairs, 2 nests, and 
a lone adult (fide SJD), somewhat fewer than in recent summers. Suggestive 
of breeding success at a known site were the 2 adults and 2 juveniles found at 
Ponca SP on 30 July (BFH). All reports received originated from known 
breeding locations. 

Black Tern : An excellent count of fall returnees totaled 450 in the east 
RWB on 16 July (JGJ). 

Rock Dove : Routine reports. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove : The little group of 3 located at Elmwood finally 
produced 2 young, seen on 25 July (GW). By 30 July, 6 birds were present 
(GW). This locale describes the 3rd location at which breeding has been 
recorded, after Kearney and Pierce. Additional reports included one bird 
spotted at Tyson's Elevator in Blair, Washington Co, on 1 5 July, which was 
not seen again (JGJ, GJ), and a displaying male along highway 61 just north 
of Kingsley Dam, LM, on 30 July (SJD, JF). These records bring the 
Nebraska total to 12. 

White-winged Dove : One bird was seen on 8 July feeding on grain near a 
storage building 3 miles south of Lamar on highway 6 in Chase Co (Francisco 
Rivas, fide BP, LP). Photographs were apparently taken, but I have not seen 
them. This sighting represents the 1 Oth record for Nebraska. 

Mourning Dove : The first flocks, of 100 and 145, were noted on 11 July at 
Elmwood (GW). Most early flocks are of juveniles. 

B l ack - b i 11e d C u c k o o : Few are reported these days. The only reports 
included one spotted in Dixon Co on 13 Jun (JJ); another seen at ADF between 
21 and 29 Jul (LF, CF); and one located near ICSP on 30 July (B). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo : Routine reports. 

Barn Owl : Routine reports. 

Eastern Sc re ec h -0w I : A recently-fledged juvenile was seen in Sowbelly 
Canyon on 20 July (JF). 

Great Horned Owl : Three fledged from a nest on the Hughson Ranch, Sioux 
Co, on 9 June (AK). 

Burrowing Qwl: Routine reports. 

Barr e d Qvy| : Routine reports. 

Long-eared Qwl : None was reported. 

Short-eared Qwl : The only report was of one bird spotted along highway 
26 on 20 July (JF). Most recent summer reports come from this general 
area of the Panhandle. 

Common Nighthawk : Quite a sight were the 24 nighthawks seen hawking 
insects in bright daylight over University L, Sioux Co, on 16 June (WRS), 
they looked like a flock of mini-jaegers. 

Gammon Poorwill : Routine reports. 

Chuck-will's-widow : Small populations persist at the northwestern 
limits of the species' entire North American range: 1 or 2 were heard at Wolf 
L, Saunders Co, throughout the period (TH); and one was heard on 20 June in 
extreme southern Buffalo Co (PT). 

Whip-poor-will : Routine reports. 
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Chimney Swift : Westernmost was one identified near Bayard on 8 July 
(AK); this species has been established along the North Platte River for about 
30 years. 

White-throated Swift : The one found at the Hughson Ranch, Sioux Co, on 
10 June (AK) was unexpected; but rather amazing was another spotted as far 
east as the west end of LM on 29 July (SJD, JF; details). This sighting 
denotes the easternmost record for the species other than an undocumented 
report from Lincoln Co from 13 October 1984. 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird : A male found at a feeder in Alma from 7 
June to 30 July (GH, WH) appears to be the first such record from the 
Republican Valley. As a breeder, this species is essentially restricted to the 
Missouri Valley, the lower Platte Valley, and adjacent counties. A report of 
two pairs seen on 15 June 17 miles northeast of Bassett, Rock Co, (CH) may 
have been of migrants. Breeding is not known west of the confluence of the 
Niobrara and Missouri, although the species summered in Brown Co in 1970. 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird : None was reported. Early migrants arrive 
around 20 July. 

Rufous Hummingbird : The only report was of a female seen at Bushnell, 
Kimball Co, on 29 July (SJD, JF). 

Belted Kingfisher Routine reports. 

Red-headed Woodpecker Routine reports. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : Adding to recent sightings suggesting incipient 
westward expansion in the North Platte Valley was one identified at McGrew, 
Scotts Bluff Co, around 10 June (fide AK). 

Downv Woodpecker : Routine reports. 

Hairv Woodpecker : Routine reports. For this species and the Downy 
Woodpecker, Panhandle observers should check the degree of white spotting 
in the greater coverts ("shoulders"); Rocky Mountain birds have very little 
and eastern birds extensive white spotting. Most western Nebraska birds are 
probably intergrades, but we don't really know! 

Northern Flicker : Routine reports. 

Pileated Woodpecker : Evidence that the FF population is doing well were 
counts of 4 on 18 June (B) and 6 on 4 July (KM, CM). 

Western Wood-Pewee : The color of the underbill is a useful, clue in 
identifying silent wood-pewees; although there is overlap, Easterns have 
orange underbills and Westerns dark underbills. Partial orange and dark 
bills can be of either species. Five birds were carefully checked in the 
Panhandle on 15 June; all but one had completely dark underbills and the 
other had a dark bill with an orange base (WRS). All Easterns seen during the 
period (identified by song) had completely orange underbills (WRS). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee : Two nests with incubating birds were found at 
Schramm Park on 10 June (JWH). The western edge of the range in the 
Republican Valley is the quality woodland south of Orleans, where one was 
reported singing on 20 July (WRS). 

Acadian Flycatcher : The one spotted at Schramm Park on 4 June (BP, LP) 
was found at an unexpected but not really surprising location; but a nesting 
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pair identified at Ashford Scout Camp in extreme northern Thurston Co on 4 
July (BFH) was a great find. The birds were discovered at the same site as a 
singing male spotted in 1998 and a pair seen in 1999. And this year the 
territory straddled the Thurston-Dakota County Line, but the nest was 3 
meters up in an elm and in Thurston Co (BFH). The elm was in a well- 
watered ravine with towering old cottonwoods and mature elm, hackberry, 
and ironwood (BFH). This habitat is not unlike that along Trail 9 at ICSP 
where the species has summered in recent years. This nesting is the second 
since 1952; the other was an unsuccessful attempt in Douglas Co in 1991. 
Alder Flycatcher : None was reported. Late spring dates occur in early 
June. 

Willow Flycatcher : Routine reports. 

Duskv Flycatcher : Convincing documentation was forwarded to the NOURC 
of one identified at Wellfleet L, Lincoln Co, on 21 July (WRS; there has to be 
some advantage to writing these reports!) Most interesting about this silent 
bird was its underbill, which was extensively dark for the distal half. Other 
features (primary extension, eyering shape and prominence, worn plumage, 
pale nape) also point to this species. If the NOURC accepts this report, it will 
represent the first for the state. There are several records for western 
Kansas, and the species breeds in the Black Hills of South Dakota. On the 
eastern Colorado plains (Barr Lake), it is the most numerous Empidonax 
flycatcher in fall (Tony Leukering, pers. comm.). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher : This species has become fairly common in the 
western Pine Ridge Canyons (Sowbelly, Monroe) in recent years; an 
excellent count of 11 was made in Sowbelly Canyon on 20 July (JF). 

Eastern Phoebe : Rare in summer in the southwest, one was reported 
singing at Swanson Res on 22 July (WRS). 

Say's Phoebe: The one spotted in northern Harlan Co on 2 June (GH, WH) 
was easterly. 

Ash-throated Flycatcher : One was heard calling about 5 times (but not 
seen) in lower Sowbelly Canyon on 20 July by observers experienced with 
the species (CLW, JF). If accepted by the NOURC, this identification would 
represent the 2nd state record. The first was of one seen by Dick Rosche on 
29 August 1987 in Dawes Co. Any Myiarchus flycatcher located in the 
Panhandle in late summer should be carefully identified, as this species may 
occur more often than currently realized. 

Great Crested Flycatcher ; Rare in the Republican drainage west of Harlan 
Co, one was discovered feeding a loud fledgling at Champion L, Chase Co, on 21 
July (WRS). The three found at McMurtrey Refuge, Clay Co, on 22 July 
(JGJ) may have been either migrants or possibly a family group which 
nested nearby--in either case, an uncommon occurrence at that location. 
Cassin's Kingbird : An excellent count totaled 14 in southwestern Kimball 
Co on 29 July (SJD), Adults were seen feeding at least 2 young in a nest in a 
canyon south of Redington, Morrill Co, a known breeding location, on 8 July 
(AK). 












Vol. 68 No.3 


Xte-£teb.r.aak9 Bird Review 


XL9l 


ytfpstern Kingbird : A pair with a fledgling were spotted at South Sioux City 
on 12 July (BFH), and a family group was located in Omaha on 14 July (B). 
There were additional sightings at the eastern edge of Nebraska also, where 
the species appears to be doing well. 

Fastern Kingbird : Obviously on the move by the end of the period, 46 were 
counted in southwestern Dixon Co on 30 July (JJ); and 1 5 were counted the 
same day in Pawnee Co (CNK). 

| ngoerhead Shrike : Adults with 3 fledglings were found in southwestern 
Dixon Co on 5 June (JJ), and a family group of 4 was seen in Harlan Co on 7 
July (GH, WH), the latter somewhat late for young still to be dependent. 
Rell's Vireo : Routine reports. 

Yellow-throated Vireo : Two were seen at Schramm Park on 10 June 
(JWH); although regular in the Platte Valley west to about Saunders Co, 
numbers decline rapidly away from the immediate vicinity of the Missouri 
River. 

Plumbeous Vireo : The western Pine Ridge population is doing well; 4 were 
identified in Monroe Canyon on 11 June (JS), and 3 were spotted in 
Sowbelly Canyon on 20 July (JF). 

Warblino Vireo : Observers should look carefully at Warbling Vireos in the 
central and west to determine the ranges of the eastern gilvus and western 
swainsoni subspecies. Gilvus breeds in the east, but has spread westward in 
the 20th century; one discovered at Benkelman, Dundy Co, on 22 July was 
apparently a gilvus, based on its evenly gray head and back (WRS). 
Swainsoni has a darker gray head contrasting with a lighter gray back; 
presently it is known to breed only in the Pine Ridge. 

Re d.-ey fi d- Vireo : Routine reports. 

Blue Jav : Indicative of at least early flocking and possibly early migration, 
14 appeared in the observers' yard on 23 July (LR, RH). 

Pinvon Jav : Unexpected were the 2 spotted at the Singleton Ranch about 11 
miles north of Dix, Kimball Co, on 17 June (WRS); they flew into a hillside 
of juniper. This area is a few miles west of the Redington canyon, which is at 
the eastern limit of the summer range. 

Black-billed Magpie : The one spotted at Thurston on 17 June (BFH) 
appeared at the edge of the bird’s range in the northeast. 

American Crow : An unexpected sight in the southwest, where it is not as 
numerous as elsewhere in the state, was a flock of 53 discovered in Dundy Co 
on 21 July (WRS). 

Horned Lark : Routine reports. 

Purple Martin : A successful first year for the observers' martin house in 
Alma resulted in 5 pairs nesting; the last young were fledged on 28 July (GH, 
WH). This species becomes less common westward in the Republican 
drainage, being rare as far west as Dundy Co. At the west end of the known 
North Platte Valley range were the 5 birds seen in Ogallala on 30 July (SJD). 
Tree Swallow : Young in a tree cavity were being fed near HCR on 16 June 
(GH, WH). Nesting was underway also at Buckskin Hills, Dixon Co, on 25 
June (BFH) and at ADF on 29 June (LF, CF). 
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Violet-green Swallow : A small population summers in the Wildcat Hills; 
one was sighted at Stage Hill Road on 3 July (AK) and another was identified a 
few miles east at Wright's Gap on 8 July (AK). 

N orthern . Ro u gh-wing ed S wa l lo w : Routine reports. 

Bank Swallow : Concentrations of swallows in the RWB in late July can be 
enormous, but an estimate of 10,000 seen flying over the FL marshes on 30 
July (LR, RH) boggles the mind, among other things. Bank Swallows leave 
their colonies early, but one colony was still using its nest holes at Ponca SP 
on 30 July (JJ). 

Cliff Swallow : The best count was an excellent 1700 tallied at FL on 16 
July (LR, RH). 

Barn Swallow : Two chicks fledged from a nest in the observers' yard near 
Gibbon on 12 July (LR, RH). Nests with young have been found in Nebraska 
as late as 6 September. 

pt ack-c app e d Ch i ckade e Routine reports. 

Iillt£d.JiLgmil££: Routine reports. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch : The presence of one at Oliver Res on 29 July 
(SJD), not a breeding location, was suggestive of an early fall movement; 
usually fall migrants appear in early or mid-August. The two spotted at 
Wright's Gap, extreme northeastern Banner Co, on 29 July (SJD) appeared 
at the eastern edge of the bird’s Wildcat Hills’ range or they were perhaps 
also early migrants. 

White-breasted Nuthatch : This species summers in the Platte Valley 
westward in small numbers to the Kearney area; one was found at Rowe 
Sanctuary on 30 June (LR, RH), and another appeared in the observers' yard 
near Gibbon on 30 July (LR, RH). Presumably these are of the eastern 
subspecies cookei. The one seen at Stage Hill Road on 3 July (AK) represents 
only the 3rd summer report in the Wildcat Hills. It would very interesting 
to determine the subspecies of birds in the Wildcat Hills; tape-recording is 
best, as the subspecies differ in their vocalizations. The expected subspecies 
is nelsoni of the Rocky Mountains; all of 24 tape-recorded in Sowbelly 
Canyon, where the species breeds regularly, were of this subspecies (CLW). 
Pv gmv Nuthatch : Routine reports. 

Brown Creeper : None were reported. 

Rock Wren : Routine reports. 

Carolina..Wten : Routine reports. 

HQ. U S.flL .W re n ; Routine reports. 

Winter Wren : Apparently the first state record for summer was of a 
territorial bird discovered singing near Tyler Falls in the Niobrara Valley 
Preserve, Cherry Co, between 23 May and 13 June (CA). A tape was made of 
the song, but a subspecies is yet to be determined. There are cool micro¬ 
climates in this area; perhaps this bird thought he was much further 
northwest or northeast. The nearest regular breeding is in northeast 
Minnesota and northwest Montana. 

Sedge Wren : A s is typical of this species, there were a few early- to mid- 
June reports, last one originating at Thurston on 17 June (BFH); after that 
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report, none occurred until mid-Jul, when it seems that breeding occurs. 
The first returnees were singles identified at Rowe Sanctuary on 8 July (LR, 
RH) and 5 miles north of Ames on 11 July (JP, DP). All Jul reports came 
from central Nebraska eastward, as expected, with best counts reaching 10 in 
the east RWB on 16 July (JGJ); 8 at Rowe Sanctuary on 29 July (LR, RH); 
and "lots" at Spring Creek Prairie, with one seen carrying nest material, on 
30 July (KP). 

Marsh Wren : A phenomenon similar to that of the Sedge Wren may have 
taken place this period, with 4 birds found in the east RWB on 16 July after 
rain had caused some wet areas to reappear; no birds appeared in the area 
prior to the rains (JGJ). Similarly, two were spotted in a marsh 2 miles east 
of FL on 30 July where they were previously unrecorded (LR, RH). 
Blue-arav Gnatcatcher : The population in the Stage Hill Road area of 
Wildcat Hills continues to grow; an amazing 21 birds were counted there on 
29 July (SJD, JF). One was seen in another regular western location, the 
Limber Pines near 1-80 exit 1 in Kimball Co, on 17 June (WRS); and the 
outlying population along the Republican River south of Orleans continues 
with 3 found there on 20 July (WRS). A good count totaled 6 at Schramm 
Park on 4 June (BP, LP), and an adult was identified feeding young at 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 4 June (LE). 

Eastern Bluebird : At Wildcat Hills NC, more of this species were found 
nesting this summer than Mountain Bluebirds (AK), continuing a trend of 
recent years. 

Mountain Bluebird : A male and a juvenile were seen together on 17 June 
in Ponderosa Pines in extreme southeastern Banner Co (WRS). 

Townsend*s Solitaire : The one seen on Corkscrew Road near Glen, Sioux 
Co, on 16 June (WRS) was rather late. 

Swainson's Thrush : One was heard singing in excellent riparian woodland 
south of Orleans on 6 July by observers familiar with the song from living in 
Washington (state) for several years (GH, WH). The song was described as 
"oh my camelia," with a rapid upscale on "camelia" (WH). 

Wood Thrush : Routine reports, with 6 birds reported in Missouri Valley 
locations. 

American Robin : A good count for the date reached 53 on 27 July in Dixon 
Co (JJ). Fall flocks begin to form in late July. 

Gray Catbird : The one found in Harlan Co on 10 June (GH, WH) appeared 
in an area where numbers begin to decline rapidly westward in the 
Republican Valley. The 20 spotted at Rowe Sanctuary on 17 June (LR, RH) 
represents an interesting concentration; this report is at least indicative of 
excellent habitat there. 

Nort hern Mocking b i r d; Routine reports. 

Saae Thrasher : The only report was of 7 spotted in southwestern Kimball 
Co on 29 July (SJD, JF), obviously early migrants. 

Brown Thrasher : A good count totaled 20+ at Cunningham L, Omaha, on 8 
June (DM), providing another example of excellent habitat for the species. 















122 


Ihfi Nebraska gird Review 


m-6S.N.Q, 3 


European Starling : Juveniles begin flocking in July; a flock of 300 was 
spotted near Glenvil FWPA, Clay Co, on 22 July (WRS). 

Cedar Waxwina : Small groups of as many as 10 birds were noted at various 
locations in the central and eastern areas of the state, but no breeding 
evidence was detected. 

Blue-winged Warbler : A surprise was one found singing near Buffalo 
Bridge in Fort Niobrara NWR between 5 and 6 June; it was tape-recorded 
(CA). This bird was in about the same place as a singing male identified on 
18 June 1999. This year's record represents only the 5th for the state later 
than 3 June. 

Tennessee Warbler : The one seen in Seward Co from 10 to 11 June (JG) 
was rather late, representing the latest spring date after June 10 (twice). 
Oranae-crowned Warbler : Very early was one seen perched on a mist- 
net stringer at Wehrspann L, Omaha, on 27 July (RG). This report 
represents the 2nd-earliest for fall after one seen by Rosche on 19 July 
1977 in Keith Co, and the 3rd July record; the other one originated from 
Harlan Co on 28 July 1999. 

Northern Parula : Routine reports. 

Yellow Warbler : An adult was identified feeding a fledgling at Rowe 
Sanctuary on 12 July (LR, RH). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler : The one discovered at Neale Woods River Trail 
on 8 June (JB) is the 7th latest ever for spring. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : One was reported without details of subspecies 
in the Sandhills on 4 June (EA). At that date and location, it may have been 
either auduboni (Audubon's) or coronata (Myrtle). The last regular spring 
date for Myrtle is Jun 2, but there is a later report on 15 June 1992 in 
Lincoln Co. 

Yellow-throated Warbler : The only report was of one spotted at Neale 
Woods River Trail on 8 June (JB), where there appears to be a small 
summering population. 

Cerulean Warbler : The small population found at FF the last few years has 
apparently gone; none was reported from there. Singles were spotted, 
however, at Schramm Park on 4 June (BP, LP) and on the Neale Woods River 
Trail on 28 June (NR). No evidence of breeding was reported. 
Black-and-white Warbler : Good counts from the breeding range included 
5 seen along the Niobrara R between Valentine and Sparks on 16 June (JG) 
and the 4 identified in Monroe Canyon on 11 June (JS). 

American Redstart : The only reports since the 1970s in Scotts Bluff Co 
were a pair found in 1999 and at least one noted north of Scottsbluff through 
early July this year (AK). Good counts from the breeding range included 12 
spotted at Ashford Scout Camp, Thurston-Dakota Cos, on 4 July (BFH) and 8 
found in Sowbelly Canyon on 20 July (JF). 

Prothonotarv Warbler : An unusual report was of one discovered nesting 
in a bluebird house near Brownville, Nemaha Co, on 27 June; the nest had 5 
eggs (MW). This sighting denotes the only report of nesting south of Sarpy Co 
since the 1970s. Recent reports away from Sarpy Co are few; but a 
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population may be establishing itself at Neale Woods in extreme southeastern 
Washington Co, where singles were found on 8 and again on 28 June (NR, B). 
Ovenbird : Routine reports. 

Lou i siana Jfl Laifirib.msfa; None reported. 

Kentucky Warbler : The only reports were of 1 to 2 birds identified at 
Schramm Park on 4 Jun and on 2 July (BP, LP, B). None was reported from 
a regular location at Hummel Park, Omaha. 

Mourning Warbler : None was reported; the last spring dates usually occur 
in early June. 

Common Yellowthroat : An excellent count totaled 37 in southwestern 
Dixon Co on 30 July (JJ); these may have been early fall migrants. 
Yellow-breasted Chat : Unusual in the east was one seen at Larkspur Area 
in extreme southwestern Saunders Co on 21 July (MO). This species is now 
only casual in the east. A recent fledgling was found along Stage Hill Road on 3 
July (AK). 

Summer Tanag er: This spring and summer saw a marked increase in 
numbers of this species, including locations which, while within the expected 
southeast Nebraska breeding range, were usually unoccupied in summer. An 
adult was identified feeding a young bird in southeastern Otoe Co on 21 July 
(LF, CF), for only the 3rd documented breeding record since 1980, twice in 
Sarpy Co and once in Saunders Co, A male, possibly territorial, was 
identified at Ponca SP between 15 and 16 July (JT); and another male, 
possibly the same bird, was spotted there on 30 July (BFH). There are a few 
reports from Ponca SP in recent years, but no evidence of breeding. 
Following the high counts at ICSP this spring, 5 were seen there on 30 July 
(B), suggestive of a breeding population. 

Scarlet Tanager : One to two were reported at Schramm Park from 4 to 10 
June, with a male feeding a fledgling on the latter date (JWH, BP, LP). Both 
Summer and Scarlet Tanagers regularly summer at Schramm Park. The only 
other report was of a singing male found at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 18 
June (LE). The latter appears to be only the 4th summer record for 
Lancaster Co; breeding has not yet been documented there. 

We stern T aaa.ge.r: Routine reports. 

Spotted Towhee : The easternmost reports defined the approximate eastern 
edge of the summer range: Knox Co (JJ), Buffalo Co (LR, RH), and Harlan Co, 
where it was numerous through the summer period (GH, WH). 

Eastern Towhee : The one spotted at BOL on 4 June (LE) was within the 
breeding range, but the one seen only once near Gibbon on 30 July (LR, RH) 
appeared on the edge of the breeding range. The range extends farthest west 
along the Republican River; an apparently pure bird was identified just west 
of Bostwick in Nuckolls Co (WRS), but the single bird discovered south of 
HCR on 20 July, while appearing pure, sang a clearly "mixed" song (WRS). 
Hybrids and pure birds of both species occur in Harlan Co, but there are no 
breeding season records of Eastern Towhee west of there. 

Cassin's Sparrow : There were good numbers reported, apparently with an 
extensive range occupied this year. Two were found at the northeast edge of 
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the known range on the Arthur BBS on 13 June (BP, LP). None was recorded 
there, however, last year on 21 June (BP, LP). Whether these birds stop 
singing in mid-June or whether they were actually absent last year was not 
known to the observers, although none was heard singing in Dundy Co on 17 
June (WRS) where a total of 11 were counted on the Benkelman BBS on 10 
June (JS). As many as 6 were found south of 1-80 exit 1 during 10 and 27 
June (JS, PL). 

Chipping Sparrow : There is no evidence for breeding in the southwest; 
this year a few were seen around Alma, but no evidence of breeding was 
obtained, as it was last year (GH, WH). One bird was spotted attending a 
begging Brown-headed Cowbird fledgling at Wildcat Hills NC on 3 July (AK); 
Scotts Bluff Co is the only Platte Valley Co west of North Platte where 
Chipping Sparrows are common. Observers are encouraged to report 
sightings in and south of the North Platte-Platte Rivers and west of highway 
183. 

Brewer's Sparrow : One was seen carrying food in Dundy Co on 21 July 
(WRS); this sighting appears to represent the first record of breeding in 
Dundy Co, even though this species breeds throughout the northeast Colorado 
plains. The bird was a long-tailed, dingy, small sparrow with unremarkable 
facial or head pattern and unstreaked underparts. 

Field Sparrow : Good counts reached 27 around Calamus Res on 23 July 
(LR, RH) and 24 in Dixon Co on 30 July (JJ). Two birds were heard singing 
at the western end of Swanson Res on 22 July (WRS), where the species is 
uncommon. 

Vesper Sparrow : Apparently only the 9th report in the breeding season 
south of the Platte Valley was of 2 identified in the east RWB on 22 July 
(JGJ). Vesper Sparrows tend to be northerly breeders, occurring southward 
to some extent in the Missouri Valley; but the possibility of these birds being 
early migrants cannot be ruled out. 

Lark Sparrow : Indicative of abundance in drier western areas was a count 
of 28 in about 2 miles of dirt road from highway 20 towards Glen, Sioux Co, 
on 16 June (WRS). 

Lark-Bimli.og: Routine reports. 

Grasshopper Sparrow : An excellent estimate totaled 75 around Calamus 
Res on 23 July (LR, RH); this species is doing well in central and western 
native grasslands. 

Henslow's Sparrow : This species is being detected with more frequency 
recently. Two seen at Meadowlark L, in extreme northeastern Seward Co, on 
19 June (JG) appeared at a known location; but the one spotted on 24 June at 
Redtail Area, in extreme southeastern Butler Co (JG), and only about 6 miles 
northwest of Meadowlark L, was at a new location. One was heard singing on 
territory at Boyer Chute NWR between 15 June and 7 July (JT), also a new 
location. A singing male discovered at Harvard Marsh was in the same place 
as last year but was not detected earlier this year (JGJ); this location is the 
westernmost summer location. Do these birds move around in response to 
environmental conditions like Sedge Wrens? 
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Sona Sparrow : This species has become numerous at FL; the best count 
there reached 64 on 16 July (LR, RH). It may be almost as numerous at 
other RWB locations; 20 were counted, for instance, at Deep Well Basin, 
Hamilton Co, on 1 July (LR, RH). 

Swamp Sparrow : Most breeding locations occur in the northcentral part of 
the state in fairly extensive cattail marshes, but breeding may occur in such 
habitat wherever it occurs. The colony at FL continues, with 5 reported on 16 
July (LR, RH). An apparent new location is the west end of LM, where up to 6 
were present between 29 and 30 July (SJD). 

Dark-eved Junco : Routine reports. 

McCQ Wn/S L ongspun Routine reports. 

Chestnut-collared Longspun Routine reports. 

Northern Cardinal : Routine reports. No reports were received on the 
small population in Scotts Bluff Co. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : Reports from the western edge of the summer 
range included a pair found near Gibbon throughout the period (LR, RH) and 
one seen 2 miles east of the Gibbon exit on 1 July (LR, RH). South of Orleans 
a male in heavy molt was seen on 20 July , associating with a bird which 
looked most like a first fall male Black-headed Grosbeak, but which may have 
been a hybrid female (WRS). 

Black-headed Grosbeak : At the eastern edge of the summer range was the 
one seen north of FL on 11 June (LR, RH) and another found near Gibbon on 
12 June (LR, RH). 

Blue Grosbeak : Good numbers were noted in the northeast, with 5 males 
spotted at Thurston on 17 June (BFH); 3 reported in Knox Co on 5 June 
(JJ); and 3 identified in Dixon Co on 30 July (JJ). This species is 
uncommon further south in the east, but 2 were found at Haworth Park, 
Bellevue, on 27 July (B). 

U7Uli Pu n t i ng : Routine reports. 

Indigo Bunting : This species is rare in summer in Scotts Bluff Co; one was 
seen at Stage Hill Road on 3 July (AK). 

Dickcissel : An excellent count totaled 47 in Dixon Co on 14 July (JJ). Rare 
in the southwest, a singing male discovered beside an alfalfa field in Dundy Co 
just 6 miles from Colorado on 21 July was unexpected (WRS). 

Bobolink : Generally spotty in distribution south of the Platte Valley, a male 
was spotted at Sacramento-Wilcox Basin, Phelps Co, on 18 June (GH, WH). 
The prairie at Rowe Sanctuary hosted as many as 26 on 3 July (LR, RH). 
Red-winged Blackbird : Routine reports. 

Eastern Meadowlark : The observers' first for Harlan Co was one noticed at 
Orleans on 30 July (GH,WH); this species is uncommon and local south of the 
Platte Valley and west of Kearney. 

Western Meadowlark : Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : Routine reports. 

Rrewer's Blackbird : Young were being fed at a regular breeding location 
south of Redington, Morrill Co, on 8 July (AK). The one seen at CLNWR on 4 
June (EA) was a little east of the breeding range; such reports are few. 






















I2£ 


The, Nebraska ford Review 


vqL.68.Nq-3. 


Common , G r uckle.: Routine reports. 

Great-tailed Grackle : Good counts away from the center of abundance in 
the RWB included 38 at Haworth Park, Bellevue, on 20 July (B) and 37 near 
Gibbon on 14 July (LR, RH). These reports are likely flocks of young birds 
and non-breeders, but no ages or genders were reported. The observers' 
first for Harlan Co was a pair spotted flying over the west end of HCR on 27 
June (GH, WH). 

Brown-headed Cowbird : Routine reports (but see Chipping Sparrow). 
Orchard Oriole : Routine reports. 

Baltimore Oriole : Routine reports. 

Bullock's Oriole : Routine reports. 

Pine Grosbeak : Perhaps the most surprising report of the season was of a 
male seen briefly at the feeders at Wildcat Hills NC on 10 June (JS; details). 
The features observed appear to eliminate other possibilities. This species is 
a casual summer visitor in the Black Hills of South Dakota, and there is a 
well-documented record for Scotts Bluff Co as late as 22 May as well as 
several other May reports for the northwest. 

House Finch : Routine reports. 

Red Crossbill : Routine reports. 

Pine Siskin : The colony at University of Nebraska-Kearney may be 
declining; none was noted there after 1 June (LR, RH). An unexpected though 
not unprecedented sighting was of one found at a feeder near Cunningham L, 
Omaha, on 26 June (B). 

Lesser Goldfinch : Two birds visited the feeders of Jamalee Clark in Gering 
between 12 and 15 June (fide AK); at least one was a green-backed male 
(WRS). Of 6 documented records, 2 have involved black-backed males and 3 
green-backed. Current understanding is that these are color phases rather 
than subspecific differences. There are now 9 reports in all for the state of 
Lesser Goldfinch. 

American Goldfinch : Routine reports. 

H . QUSe .Spa rro w; Routine reports. 

***** 

REVIEW OF THE BREEDING STATUS OF PINYON JAY IN NEBRASKA 

Wayne J. Mollhoff 
1817 Boyd St 
Ashland, NE 68003 

HISTORIC RECORD 

The Rev. J.M. Bates (1900) was the first to suggest breeding by 
Pinyon Jays (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus ) in Nebraska when he reported, 
"Breeding at Holly, Sheridan Co., north of Rushville, July 15, '97." While 
he gave us no indication of what he saw, the date cited in the report, 15 July, 
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should raise a cautionary flag, since by that date the young are normally 2 
months past fledging and would be free-flying and moving about with the 
flock. 

In discussing birds which breed in the state, Bruner (1901) placed the 
species in Part II of the list, along with other species which "undoubtedly 
breed here, but concerning which more definite data as to such breeding is 
desired." 

Later, reporting on the 1901 field work in the Pine Ridge by a team 
from the University of Nebraska, Cary (1902) reported, "Both adults and 
young abundant, but the only breeding evidence secured was a couple of old 
nests which Mr. Carriker found at the head of Gerlach's Canyon.” Cary was 
confident enough of the finding that he included Pinyon Jays in a list of 
species for which "breeding.... was definitely established" in a note to the Auk 
(1901). He gave no indication, however, that the nests were collected; and 
there was neither a description of them, nor a statement of how they were 
identified. 

On that basis, in their " Preliminary Review of the Birds of 
Nebraska. " Bruner et al. (1904) comment that the species is a "Common 
resident, spending the summer and occasionally breeding along the Pine 
Ridge.” 

Later, however, in a frequently overlooked review of the status of 
Pinyon Jays in the Nebraska, Bates (1918) comments, "Following my notes, 
rather than my memory, I find my first acquaintance with this gentle robber 
beginning at Holly, Sheridan County, July 15, 1897, as far as Nebraska is 
concerned. Holly is a post office on the road from Rushville to Pine Ridge 
Agency, less than half way. I don't recall inquiring whether they 
nested there, but they undoubtedly did " (my emphasis). Thus, he 
admits that he did not see nesting himself, nor apparently did he even ask if 
anyone else did. Again, while he still did not tell us what he actually saw, it 
seems most likely that he saw adults and what he took to be young of the year. 
Thus, regarding this critical, oft-quoted first report of breeding in the state, 
the author casts doubt on his initial report. 

Based on the preceding, most subsequent local bird lists have included 
the species either as a breeder or as a resident (and assumed breeder) 
(Swenk 1919, Haecker et al. 1945, Rapp et al. 1958, Rosche 1982, 
Johnsgard 1980, 1998, Ducey 1988). Bent (1946), however, was more 
cautious, commenting: "It has been recorded in summer without evidence of 
breeding in .... northern Nebraska.” 

During the Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas Project the species was 
"confirmed" as breeding in survey blocks in Scotts Bluff and Sioux counties, 
in both cases by the observation of begging fledged young as they were fed by 
adults. Since the young were free-flying and following the flock, however, it 
could be argued that they might have been hatched at some distance from 
where they were found (Mollhoff in press). 

Other indications of breeding include a report of young seen in Dawes 
County in 1966, but without a location or date (Sharpe 1967). More 
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recently, I reported finding used nests in the immediate vicinity of adults and 
young of the year on 17 May 1998 near Redington, Morrill County (Silcock 
and Jorgensen 1998). After further research, however, the identification of 
the nests was retracted (Mollhoff 1999). 

Thus, although Pinyon Jays have been locally accepted as breeders in 
Nebraska for a century, the supporting evidence has been scanty; and 
conclusive evidence in the form of an active nest or non-flying young 
restricted to the natal site has not been presented. 

C URR E ML fiNDI N GS 

After being repeatedly unsuccessful in March and April nest searches 
from 1987 through 1998, finding many more snowstorms and spring 
blizzards than nests, I obtained a copy of The Pinvon Jav (Marzluff & Baida 
1992). In it the authors and their associates detail the highly complex social 
behavior of this fascinating species. In their decades-long study of several 
flocks in Arizona and New Mexico, they found that the species forms stable, 
coherent flocks made up of pairs which appear to mate for life. The flocks 
maintain long-term territories of many square kilometers, which contain 
discrete nesting areas within which the flock nests as a loose colony. They 
found that nesting consistently began mid-March to mid-April and was 
followed by attempted re-nesting by pairs that were unsuccessful on the 
initial attempt. After fledging, the young form creches (nursery groups of 
just-fledged young) that stay in the area of the nests for 2 to 3 weeks, until 
they can fly well enough to join the flock. Rarely, on some years with 
exceptionally heavy pinyon nut crops, the flock was found nesting again in the 
fall. The authors repeatedly point out the fact that the species breeds, and 
does everything else, as a flock. 

On 22 May 1999, while studying Pygmy Nuthatches (Sitta pygmaea) 
in the Gilbert-Baker State Wildlife Management Area in East Monroe Canyon, 
Sioux County, Nebraska, I found myself among a silently feeding flock of 
about 30 Pinyon Jays which included a number of mousy, brownish-gray 
young of the year. The young birds were foraging for themselves on the 
ground alongside some adults and flew off across the canyon with the rest of 
the flock when it left, indicating that they were probably over a month old 
(Bateman & Baida 1973). 

I searched through the flock for adults exhibiting behavior that might 
indicate nesting and after 10 to 15 minutes noticed two birds which appeared 
to be following each another. After tracking their movements for a few 
minutes, I saw one of them pick up and begin carrying several long blades of 
dead grass, still followed by the other bird. After I tracked them with 
difficulty for 5 to 10 minutes as they moved among the flock, from ground 
level to treetop and back again, the bird with the grass flew off about 30 
meters to a low horizontal pine branch where it disappeared into dense 
foliage. It was soon followed by the other bird, where they remained out of 
sight for several minutes before emerging without the grass to rejoin the 
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flock momentarily. The pair then flew off across the canyon by themselves, 
giving a soft "wheer" call. The rest of the flock flew off in the same general 
direction shortly afterward. After they left, I investigated the site the pair 
visited. I was unable to see any sign of a nest from below; but after climbing 
the tree, I found a well-hidden, incomplete nest saddled on a horizontal 
branch, 3.5 meters from the ground and 0.6 meters from the trunk. The nest 
platform was complete and the nest cup perhaps half finished. 

The flock returned about a half hour later, and a pair of birds flew 
down to the aforementioned horizontal branch and disappeared from sight 
briefly before rejoining the flock. I could not see if they carried nesting 
material. The flock spent an hour in the area before leaving about 1030 hrs 
MDT and did not return before I left at dusk. 

I returned on 11 June 1999, accompanied by John Dinan, a biologist 
with Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. We found a Pinyon Jay on the 
nest when we arrived at 1100 hrs. It was attended by another adult, which 
fed the incubating bird on the nest before chasing away a pair of Western 
Tanagers (Piranga ludoviciana ) that approached too closely. When we 
checked the nest at 1300 hrs, I found it contained four eggs and two newly 
hatched young. When I returned at 1600 hrs to obtain photos, I found that a 
third egg had hatched. 

I visited the nest again on 25 June, found and photographed five well- 
feathered young packed tightly inside. On 13 August, I salvaged the remains 
of the deserted nest, which bore only slight resemblance to the original 
structure. It has been placed in the collections at the University of Nebraska 
State Museum. 

This report appears to be the first of an active Pinyon Jay nest in 
Nebraska. This late nesting also appears to be a second nesting attempt, 
following an unsuccessful first attempt, as described by Marzluff & Baida 
(1992). 

There is little doubt that Pinyon Jays have been regular breeders in 
Nebraska since first reported a century ago. Flocks seem to be established 
throughout the Pine Ridge portions of Sioux, Dawes and Sheridan counties, 
and the Wildcat Hills area in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and Morrill counties. 
Their breeding distribution appears to coincide closely with the ponderosa 
pine scarp woodlands in those counties. Although individuals and flocks 
occasionally wander to other parts of the state, and occasionally remain into 
the breeding season, there has been no indication of breeding away from the 
Wildcat Hills and the Pine Ridge. 

NESTING PHENOLOGY 

Using the times reported by Marzluff and Baida (1992) for 
successive periods of the nesting cycle, and working backward from my own 
and others reported observations of free-flying young by the second or third 
week of May, the following nesting phenology is estimated for Nebraska: 
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Nest building 


first or second week of 
March 


Egg laying 


second or third week of 
March 


Hatching 

Fledging 

Creching 


first or second week of April 


1 May 

first half of May 


Free-flying young 


second or third week of May 


Obviously, much more work is needed to discover basic life history data in 
Nebraska on this extreme edge of their range. 
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Birds of the Untamed West. The History of Birdlife in Nebraska. 1750 to 

1875. by James E. Ducey. 2000. Making History Press, Omaha, NE. 

Book Review by W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653. 

Those with an interest in the birds of the Great Plains will be familiar with 
Jim Ducey's Nebraska Birds: Breeding Status and Distribution, published in 
1988. I was amazed then by Jim's diligence in searching a wide range of 
sources and compiling an exhaustive list of Nebraska breeding records 
organized by county. Jim's new book, Birds of the Untamed West, reflects the 
same dogged pursuit of obscure sources unavailable to most of us and 
compilation of the results. If you expect such a compilation to be dry and 
boring, you will be pleasantly surprised, especially if you are a Nebraska 
history buff. This book is a "good read" as well as being an extremely useful 
source for bird records in the period 1750 through 1875. 

In his introduction Jim states, "The primary intent of this work is to provide 
a single source of historical information on the birdlife of just one portion of 
the Plains. I hope this goal has been accomplished." In my opinion, this goal 
has indeed clearly/ been accomplished. In addition, Jim has presented 
fascinating historical information, including pictures, on the early travelers 
in the region, the habitat they reported, and the birds they saw. This part of 
the book makes interesting reading and is probably the only single source for 
this material. Jim makes the point that this information provides a baseline 
for comparisons with the present status of bird species and their habitat. In 
itself, this is a valuable contribution. Observations of birds were not the 
first priority of most of the expeditions, but usually excellent naturalists and 
artists were along to record what was seen. Later expeditions, notably those 
of Major Stephen Long (with Thomas Say), John Kirk Townsend, and 
Gouverneur Kemble Warren, included trained zoologists who preserved 
several specimens of Nebraska birds, including a few new to science; many of 
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these specimens are still extant. Birder-historians will recognize the names 
Say and Townsend as in Say's Phoebe and Townsend’s Warbler. 

Personally, as one who is co-author of a forthcoming comprehensive book on 
the birds of Nebraska, I found the final chapter, "List of Species,” most 
interesting and useful. Usually, records of Nebraska birds begin with the 
publications of observers such as Samuel Aughey, a University of Nebraska 
professor who published the first comprehensive list of Nebraska birds in 
1878. Despite the date span in the title of Jim's book, he has used Aughey's 
list as one of his sources in compiling the List of Species. I think this is a 
good idea, as Aughey's list signalled the beginning of scientific study of 
Nebraska’s birds at the University of Nebraska, and the close of the period of 
exploration in the state by Europeans. 

The List of Species compiles all reports of each species that Jim was able to 
extract from his large number of sources. Not only do these sources include 
the journals of the European explorers, notably Lewis and Clark, Major Long, 
Prince Maximilian, John J. Audubon, and the Warren Expedition, but Jim has 
delved into Native American traditions and oral history. I find the latter to be 
extremely interesting as it demonstrates how important birds were in tribal 
traditions and how much was known about birds by Native Americans. I am 
amazed by Jim's struggles with the various Native American languages; he 
probably is rather conversant with some of them as a result of his research 
for this book! 

I found this book to be well bound and printed in an easily-readable font. It is 
an excellent value at the published price of $25, and I recommend it whole¬ 
heartedly to anyone with an interest in Nebraska's birds and early history. 

***** 


Historic Birds of Lincoln’s Salt Basin Wetlands and Nine-mile 
Prairie 

Paul A. Johnsgard, Foundation Professor 
Biological Sciences, UN-L 
Lincoln, NE 68588 

The changes that have occurred in the bird life of the Lincoln area during the 
past century must certainly be great, but we have little evidence to document 
this point. There is, however, an annotated bird list from 1900 for the salt 
basin wetlands of western Lincoln, an area then gradually being developed for 
recreational use. This list was published by J. S. Hunter in the Proceedings 
of the First Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union (1900, 
18-21). At this time, the recently impounded but still saline lake was 2 to 3 
feet deep, and it covered about two hundred acres (roughly half its present 
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size). Hunter reported that some 84 species (by modern taxonomy) had been 
seen by him and other bird-club members, including such modern-day 
rarities as the Whooping Crane, Least Tern, Piping Plover, and Trumpeter 
Swan. 

That the now extremely rare Black Duck was "uncommon" and, contrariwise, 
that the Wood Duck was already "frequent” is surprising. Similarly 
surprising, the Hooded Merganser was the most common of the three 
merganser species. Nearly all the birds on this list are water birds and 
shorebirds. The recent establishment of a small wetland nature sanctuary at 
the east end of Capitol Beach should help restore some of the marsh-dependent 
species that once occurred there, such as the rails and herons. 

In 1940 a list of 86 (85 by current taxonomy) species of birds reported 
from what is now called Nine-Mile Prairie was published by D. B. Whelen 
( Nebraska Bird Review. 8:50-55). These species, of course, are nearly all 
upland birds, so the two lists scarcely overlap and collectively offer an 
excellent idea of both upland and lowland bird species occurring in the 
Lincoln area prior to World War II. Missing from the list are such late- 
appearing species in eastern Nebraska as the European Starling and House 
Finch, and even the certainly already-present Rock Dove is missing. The Cliff 
and Tree Swallows are also missing, as is the Greater Prairie-Chicken, 
which by 1940 was already becoming rare in eastern Nebraska. Burrowing 
Owls, however, have apparently not bred in Lancaster County since the 
1960s, and the Blue Grosbeak that was once seen at the prairie is now quite 
rare in the county. Sedge Wrens, now known to nest at Nine-mile Prairie, 
are lacking from the list, but were first reported nesting in Nebraska near 
Salt Basin as early as 1902. The American Woodcock, a fairly recent arrival 
in Lancaster County and a species that has sometimes been either seen or 
heard on the prairie, is also missing. The Sora Rail was almost certainly 
present but simply overlooked at the Salt Basin in 1900. The King Rail has 
also been found there in recent years, and the Common Moorhen has nested. 

The following list includes those species reported in either or both 
summaries, with notes on their relative frequency at the stated times: 

Common Loon [Gavia immer] Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Pied-billed Grebe [Podilymbus podiceps ]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Horned Grebe [Podiceps auritus]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Eared Grebe [Podiceps nigricollis]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

American White Pelican [Pelecanus erythrorhynchos].frequent at Salt Basin. 
Double-crested Cormorant [Phalacrocorax auritus]. Rare at Salt Basin. 
American Bittern [Botaurus lentiginosus]. Common at Salt Basin, also 
reported at prairie. 

Least Bittern [Ixobrychus ex/7/’s]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Great Blue Heron [Ardea herodias]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 
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Snowy Egret [Egretta thula]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Little Blue Heron [Egretta caerulea]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Green Heron [Butorides virescens ]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron [Nycticorax nycticorax ]. Common at Salt Basin. 
Greater White-fronted Goose [Anser albifrons]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Snow Goose [Chen caerulescens]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Canada Goose [Branta canadensis]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Trumpeter Swan [Cygnus buccinator]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Tundra Swan [Cygnus columbianus]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Wood Duck [Aix sponsa]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Gadwall [Anas strepera]. Common at Salt Basin. 

American Wigeon [Anas americana]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

American Black Duck [Anas rubripes]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Mallard [Anas platyrhynchos]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Blue-winged Teal [Anas discors]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Cinnamon Teal [Anas cyanoptera]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Northern Shoveler [Anas clypeata]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Northern Pintail [Anas acuta]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Green-winged Teal [Anas crecca]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Canvasback [Aythya valisineria]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Redhead [Aythya americana]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Ring-necked Duck [Aythya collaris]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Lesser Scaup [Aythya affinis]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Surf Scoter [Melanitta persp/c/7/ata]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

White-winged Scoter [Melanitta fusca]. Rare at Sait Basin. 

Black Scoter [Melanitta nigra]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Bufflehead [Bucephala albeola ]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Common Goldeneye [Bucephala clangula]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Hooded Merganser [Lophodytes cucullatus]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Common Merganser [Mergus merganser]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Red-breasted Merganser [Mergus serrator]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Ruddy Duck [Oxyura jamaicensis]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Northern Harrier [Circus cyaneus]. Nest found at prairie. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk [Accipiter striatus]. Seen once at prairie. 

Swainson's Hawk [Buteo swainsoni ]. Seen during March and May at prairie. 
Red-tailed Hawk [Buteo jamaicensis]. Seen during March and May at prairie. 
American Kestrel [Falco sparverius]. Reported April and May at prairie. 
Ring-necked Pheasant [Phasianus colchicus]. Several seen at prairie. 
Northern Bobwhite [Colinus virginianus]. Seen in April and May at prairie. 
Virginia Rail [Rallus limicola]. Common at Salt Basin. 

American Coot [Futica americana]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Sandhill Crane [Grus canadensis]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Whooping Crane [Grus americana ]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Black-bellied Plover [Pluvialis squatarola]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 
American Golden-Plover [Pluvialis dominica]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 
Semipalmated Plover [Charadrius semipalmatus]. Common at Salt Basin. 
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Piping Plover [Charadrius melodus]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Killdeer [Charadrius vociferus]. Common at Salt Basin. 

American Avocet [Recurvirostra americana]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Greater Yeliowlegs [Tringa melanoleuca]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Lesser Yeliowlegs [Tringa flavipes]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Solitary Sandpiper [Tringa solitaria ]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Willet [Catoptrophorus semipalmatus]. Infrequent at Salt Basin. 

Spotted Sandpiper [Actitis macularia]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Upland Sandpiper [Bartramia longicauda]. Frequent at Salt Basin. 

Hudsonian Godwit [Limosa haemastica]. Infrequent at Salt Basin. 

Marbled Godwit [Limosa fedoa]. Infrequent at Salt Basin. 

Ruddy Turnstone [Arenaria interpres]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Red Knot [Calidris canutus]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Sanderling [Calidris alba]. Rare at Salt Basin. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper [Calidris pusilla]. Recorded at Salt Basin. 
White-rumped Sandpiper [Calidris fuscicollis]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Baird’s Sandpiper [Calidris bairdii]. Very common at Salt Basin. 

Pectoral Sandpiper [Calidris melanotos]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Dunlin [Calidris alpina]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Stilt Sandpiper [Calidris himantopus]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper [Tryngites subruficollis]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 
Short-billed Dowitcher [Limnodromus griseus]. Infrequent at Salt Basin. 
Long-billed Dowitcher [Limnodromus scolopaceus]. Infrequent at Salt Basin. 
Common Snipe [Gallinago gallinago]. Infrequent at Salt Basin. 

Wilson's Phalarope [Phalaropus tricolor]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Red-necked Phalarope [Phalaropus lobatus]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 
Pomarine Jaeger [Stercorarius pomarinus]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 
Franklin's Gull [Larus pipixcan]. Seen in May over prairie; common at 
Salt Basin. 

Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla]. Listed as "Frequent" at Salt Basin, but 
certainly a mis-identification, perhaps involving Franklin’s Gull. 
Bonaparte’s Gull [Larus Philadelphia]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Ring-billed Gull [Larus delawarensis]. Seen in May over prairie; uncommon 
at Salt Basin. 

Herring Gull [Larus argentatus]. Seen in May over prairie;rare at Salt Basin. 
Caspian Tern [Sterna caspia]. Very rare at Salt Basin. 

Forster’s Tern [Sterna forsteri). Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Common Tern [Sterna hirundo]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Least Tern [Sterna antillarum]. Uncommon at Salt Basin. 

Black Tern [Chlidonias niger]. Common at Salt Basin. 

Mourning Dove [Zenaida macroura]. Common at prairie. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo [Coccyzus americanus]. Seen once at prairie. 

Barn Owl [Tyto alba]. Seen once at prairie. 

Eastern Screech-Owl [Otusasio]. Seen several times at prairie. 

Great Horned Owl [Bubo virginianus]. Seen once at prairie. 

Burrowing Owl [Athene cunicularia]. Seen in April at prairie. 
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Long-eared Owl [Asiootus ]. Seen several times at prairie. 

Short-eared Owl [Asio flammeus]. Seen in April and May at prairie. 

Chimney Swift [Chaetura pelagica ]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Red-headed Woodpecker [Melanerpes erythrocephalus]. Common at prairie. 
Downy Woodpecker [Picoides pubescens]. Seen commonly at prairie. 

Hairy Woodpecker [Picoides viliosus ]. Seen several times at prairie. 
Northern Flicker [Colaptes auratus]. Commonly seen at prairie. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher [Contopus cooperi}. Seen once at prairie. 

Least Flycatcher [Empidonax minimus]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Eastern Phoebe [Sayornis phoebe ]. Seen March to May at prairie. 

Great Crested Flycatcher [Myiarchus crinitus]. Heard during May at prairie. 
Western Kingbird [Tyrannus verticalis]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Eastern Kingbird [Tyrannus tyrannus]. Seen May to August at prairie. 

Bell's Vireo Vireo be////]. Common in May at the prairie. 

Red-eyed Vireo [Vireo olivaceus]. Reported in May at prairie. 

Blue Jay [Cyanocitta cristata]. Seen spring and fall at prairie. 

Black-billed Magpie [Pica pica]. Seen once at prairie. 

American Crow [Corvus brachyrhynchos]. Commonly seen at prairie. 

Horned Lark [Eremophila aipestris]. Seen January to May at prairie. 

Purple Martin [Progne subis]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow [Stelgidopteryx serripennis]. Seen once at 
prairie. 

Bank Swallow [Riparia riparia]. Seen April to May at prairie. 

Barn Swallow [Hirundo rustica]. Seen April to October at prairie. 
Black-capped Chickadee [Poecile atricapillus]. Commonly seen at prairie. 
Tufted Titmouse [Baeolophus bicolor]. Seen once at prairie. 

House Wren [Trogbdytes aedon]. Nest found at prairie. 

Eastern Bluebird [Sialia sialis]. Seen March to May at prairie. 

Swainson's Thrush [Catharus ustulatus]. Seen once in May at prairie. 
American Robin [Turdus migratorius ]. Few present in prairie and 
ravines. 

Gray Catbird [Dumetella carolinensis] Common from May to September at 
prairie. 

Brown Thrasher [Toxostoma rufum ]. Seen April to August at prairie. 
American Pipit [Anthus rubescens]. Seen September and October at prairie. 
Yellow Warbler [Dendroica petechia]. Common in May at prairie. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler [Dendroica coronata]. Seen in May at prairie. 
Blackpoll Warbler [Dendroica striata]. Seen once in May prairie. 

American Redstart [Setophaga ruticilla]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Common Yellowthroat [Geothlypis trichas]. Seen in April at prairie. 
Yellow-breasted Chat [Icteria virens]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Eastern Towhee [Pipilo erythrophthalmus]. Seen April to August at prairie. 
American Tree Sparrow [Spizella arborea]. Seen November to April at 
prairie. 

Chipping Sparrow [Spizella passerina]. Seen April and May at prairie. 
Clay-colored Sparrow [Spizella pallida]. Seen once in May at prairie. 



Vol. 68 No, 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


12Z 


Field Sparrow [Spizella pusilla ]. Seen April and May at prairie. 

Vesper Sparrow [Pooecetes gramineus]. Seen April and May at prairie. 
Grasshopper Sparrow [Ammodramus savannarum]. Common nester at 
prairie. 

Song Sparrow [Melospiza melodia]. Seen February to May at prairie. 
White-throated Sparrow [Zonotrichia albicollis]. Seen in May at prairie. 
Harris's Sparrow [Zonotrichia querula ]. Common from October to May at 
prairie. 

White-crowned Sparrow [Zonotrichia leucophrys]. Seen once in May at 
prairie. 

Dark-eyed Junco [Junco hyemalis]. Seen in November and in April at 
prairie. 

Northern Cardinal [Cardinalis cardinalis ]. Common in ravines at prairie. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak [Pheucticus ludovicianus]. Seen once in May at 
prairie. 

Blue Grosbeak [Guiraca caerulea]. Seen once in May at prairie. 

Lazuli Bunting [Passerina amoena]. Seen once in May at prairie. 

Indigo Bunting [Passerina cyanea]. Seen once in May at prairie. 

Dickcissel [Spiza americana]. Common from May to August at prairie. 
Bobolink [Dolichonyx oryzivorus]. Seen once in May at prairie. 

Red-winged Blackbird [Agelaius phoeniceus]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Eastern Meadowlark [Sturnella magna ]. Common through summer at prairie. 
Western Meadowlark [Sturnella neglecta]. Common through summer at 
prairie. 

Common Grackle [Quiscalus quiscula]. Common in spring flying over prairie. 
Brown-headed Cowbird [Molothrus ater]. Seen April and May at prairie. 
Orchard Oriole [Icterus spurius]. Seen in May at prairie. 

Baltimore Oriole [Icterus galbula]. Seen in May at prairie. 

American Goldfinch [Carduelis tristis ]. Common in ravines at prairie. 

House Sparrow [Passer domesticus]. Seldom seen at prairie. 


* * * * * 


Virginia’s Warblers in Kimball County 

Stephen J. Dinsmore (612 West Magnolia St. Fort Collins, CO 80521 ) 
and Joe Fontaine (3108 Sumac St. Fort Collins, CO 80526) 


This fall 2000 season was marked by a very westerly flavor to the passerine 
migration with many sightings of western warblers, vireos, and flycatchers 
in western Nebraska. Most notably, Townsend’s Warblers and Cassin’s Vireos 
were seen in good numbers. Additionally, three sightings of Virginia’s 
Warbler and five of Dusky Flycatcher added to the excitement. In this note, we 
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report this fall's sightings of Virginia’s Warbler and comment on the status 
of this species in Nebraska. 

On 26 August 2000, Dinsmore observed a Virginia’s Warbler (Vermivora 
virginiae) along the north side of Oliver Reservoir. He studied the bird at 
close range from 9:52-10:05 a.m. as it foraged with a large flock of migrant 
passerines. The identification of the bird as a Virginia’s Warbler was 
straightforward. Features noted included the generally dull gray/brown 
plumage, slightly paler underparts with a very dull yellowish or buff patch 
at the center of the breast and bright yellow undertail coverts, conspicuous 
white eyering, plain, unmarked wings, and the nearly constant sideways 
flicking of the tail. On the basis of the brown tones to the plumage, dusky 
underparts, lack of a rufous cap, and only a faint hint of a yellow/buff breast 
patch, he concluded that the bird was an immature female Virginia’s Warbler 
(see Dunn and Garrett 1997). Fontaine saw this individual briefly on 27 
August in the same general area. 

On 27 August 2000, Fontaine observed a Virginia’s Warbler along the gravel 
road south of exit 1 off Interstate 80 in southwestern Kimball County. The 
bird was seen shortly after sunrise from 6:45-6:50 a.m. foraging in a stand 
of Limber Pine approximately 15 meters from the roadside. The Virginia’s 
Warbler was in the company of a loose flock of migrants composed of Wilson’s 
Warblers, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, and a Brown Thrasher. The bird was seen 
flicking its tail as it moved from tree to tree. Based on the clean gray breast 
and bold lemon yellow undertail coverts, he concluded the bird was an adult 
female. 

The final sighting occurred on 3 September 2000 while we were birding 
together at Oliver Reservoir. From 9:35-9:40 a.m., we observed a Virginia’s 
Warbler with a small flock of migrant passerines below the dam of Oliver 
Reservoir. The bird appeared in response to our pishing, and we studied it at 
a distance of no more than 15m. This individual differed markedly from the 
Virginia’s Warbler we saw along the north side of Oliver Reservoir on 26- 
27 August. This bird was generally a vivid pearl gray color, except that the 
underparts were slightly paler (whiter). The plain gray head was unmarked 
except for a bold white eyering and at least a couple of rusty feathers on the 
crown (remnants of the rufous crown). The wings were plain and lacked any 
wingbars. The paler underparts were unmarked except for a bright yellow 
breast patch and bright yellow undertail coverts. The tail was gray as well. 
The bird spent most of its time perched motionless on a willow branch, 
although it did flick its tail sideways on at least a couple of occasions. On the 
basis of the very gray plumage, paler underparts, remnants of a rufous cap, 
and bright yellow color on the breast and undertail coverts, we concluded that 
the bird was an adult male Virginia’s Warbler. 
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These records represent the third through fifth reports of Virginia’s 
Warblers in Nebraska. Previous records were on 22 May 1995 at Morrill, 
Scotts Bluff County (Gubanyi 1996) and on 17 May 1998 at the Bushnell 
Cemetery, Kimball County (Silcock and Jorgensen 1998). The species has 
recently been found breeding in small numbers in the western Black Hills of 
South Dakota (Palmer 1998), and this population may be the source of the 
birds occurring in Nebraska. An alternative source population may be the 
Front Range in southeastern Wyoming and northern Colorado. Virginia’s 
Warblers are annual migrants (mostly in spring) at Crow Valley Recreation 
Area in Weld County, Colorado. This location is approximately 40 km 
southwest of the southwestern comer of Kimball County. Given the annual 
status of this species on the well-birded eastern plains of Colorado and the 
paucity of observers in western Nebraska, we surmise that Virginia's 
Warblers occur annually in western Nebraska during spring and fall 
migration. Observers should be aware of this species when birding in the 
western portion of the state. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November, 2000 
compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@sidney.heartland.net 

introduc ti on 

This fall season was amazing, or as Stephen Dinsmore put it: 'The 
birding was simply spectacular in western Nebraska this fall.” There was 
something for everyone, whether rarity-chasers, taxonomists, listers, or 
whatever. There were no fewer than four new species for the state list 
(pending NOURC approval, of course!), a total of 315 species reported, and 
fascinating information on western subspecies in the Panhandle. 

Numbers of western migrants reached record levels, exemplified by 
fall totals of 53 Townsend's Warblers, 25 MacGillivray's Warblers, and 28 
Western Tanagers. By contrast, eastern migrant warblers in the east were 
almost non-existent. 

At L McConaughy, the exposed flats at the west end of the reservoir 
attracted myriads of shorebirds and waterbirds, including record fall counts 
of Western Grebe (44,000!), Green-winged Teal, and a near-record count of 
Baird's Sandpipers. Several species also had new fall high counts, notably 
Cliff Swallow (30,000!) and Blue-winged Teal (14,500!). 

Stephen Dinsmore's diligent coverage of the Panhandle yielded no fewer 
than four first state records: Reddish Egret, Arctic Tern, Dusky Flycatcher 
(using mist-nettting, photography, and measurements!), and Black Rosy- 
Finch. The state total now stands at a healthy 445 species. 

There was also a host of significant distributional or seasonal reports, 
notably a first western White-eyed Vireo, first Panhandle documented 
Eastern Wood-Pewee, a first August-September Pacific Loon, a first August 
Red-breasted Merganser, a first fall record for Virginia's Warbler, and a 
second fall Hudsonian Godwit for the state. Not to mention all three jaegers! 

Sparrows were in mediocre numbers, with not much of interest in that 
group. Of concern are the few reports of Black-billed Cuckoo in recent 
years; only two were reported this fall. Despite the total of 315 species 
reported, no fewer than 17 species of regular, though generally rare, 
occurrence were not found. Most surprising among these were American 
Black Duck, American Woodcock, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Veery, Wood 
Thrush, Northern Parula, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, 
Prothonotary Warbler, and Summer Tanager. Many of the missed species 
either depart early in fall or become inconspicuous. Were their breeding 
seasons unsuccessful? 

ABBRE VIATIONS 

ADF : Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co; BOL : Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co; CCM : 
Clear Creek Marshes, Keith/Garden Cos; Cem : Cemetery; CLNWR : Crescent 
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L NWR, Garden Co; F£: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co; £_L' Funk Lagoon, Phelps 
Co; HCR : Harlan Co Res, Harlan Co; LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co; m. ob .: 
many observers; Nature Center; NM : National Monument; NNF : 
Nebraska National Forest; NQU : Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; NOURC : 
NOU Records Committee; NPNWR : North Platte NWR; NWR : National 
Wildlife Refuge; RWB: Rainwater Basin, Southcentral Nebraska; SHP : State 
Historical Park; Sewage Lagoons; ££: State Park. 

6AZ LUEER 

Ash HqM qw S H P: Garden Co; ]3_qx,. .Butts. Re .§: Dawes Co; Bover Chute 
NWR : Washington Co; Calamus Res : Loup/Garfield Cos, Chadron SP : 
Dawes Co; DeSoto NWR : Washington Co; Gavin's Point Dam : Cedar/Knox 
Cos; Jo h nson. Bas in: Phelps Co; Kjovya S pring s: Scotts Bluff Co; L Mic e: 
NPNWR; Little L Ali ce: NPNWR; L Minatare : Scotts Bluff Co; L Ooallala 
(includes Keystone L): Keith Co; L Zorinskv : Douglas Co; Neale Woods : 
Douglas/Washington Cos; Offutt Base L : Sarpy Co; Oliver Res : Kimball 
Co; Pawnee L : Lancaster Co; Pine Ridae : Sioux, Dawes, Sheridan Cos; 
Ponca SP : Dixon Co; Schramm SP: Sarpy Co; Scotts Bluff NM : Scotts 
Bluff Co; Sherman Res : Sherman Co; Sowbelly Canvon : Sioux Co; 
Sutherland Res : Lincoln Co; Swanson Res : Hitchcock Co; Wehrspann L : 
Sarpy Co; Wildcat Hills : Scotts Bluff Co. 


OBSERVERS 

Alice Kenitz (AK) . Gering; Alan Risor ( ART Wisner; Nebraska Birdline 
(ID; Beverly Canterbury ( BC) . Omaha; Bob Foreman (BF) . Smithville, MO; 
Bill F. Huser ( BFH) . South Sioux City; Brooke Levey (BL) . Kearney; Babs 
Padelford (BP) . Bellevue; Carol Falk ( CF) . Nebraska City; Clem N. Klaphake 
( CNK) . Bellevue; Charles Otte (CO) . Junction City, KS; Don Maas ( DM) . 
Omaha; Don Paseka (DP) . Ames; Elizabeth Allen (EA), Omaha; Eric Scholar 
(ES). Omaha; Francisco Rivas ( FR) . Omaha; George Canterbury (GC). 
Omaha; Glen Hoge ( GH) . Alma; Gertrude Wood (GW) . Elmwood; Helen K. 
Hughson (HKH) . Mitchell; Ira Sanders ( IS) . Boulder, CO; John Brenneman 
( J B) . Omaha; John Dinan ( J D) . Lincoln; Joe Fontaine (JJF), Fort Collins, 
CO; Joe Gubanyi (JG) . Seward; Joel G. Jorgensen ( JGJ) . Blair; Jan Greer 
( JGr) . Council Bluffs, IA; Jan Johnson (J_D, Wakefield; Jan Paseka ( J P) . 
Ames; Jerry Toll ( JT) . Omaha; Julie Wilcox ( J W) . Vermillion, SD; John W. 
Hall ( JWH) . Omaha; Kathleen Crawford-Rose ( KCR) . Bellevue; Kevin 
Poague (KP) . Lincoln; Laurel Badura ( LB) . Kearney; Larry Einemann 
(JJE), Lincoln; Laurence Falk (LF) . Nebraska City; Loren Padelford (LP). 
Bellevue; Lanny Randolph (LR), Gibbon; Linda R. Brown ( LRB) . Lincoln; 
Mark Brogie ( MB) . Creighton; Mark Orsag (MO) . Crete; Moni Usasz 
( MUs) . Lincoln; Merlin Wright ( MW) . Brownville; Neva Pruess ( NP) . 
Lincoln; Neal Ratzlaff (NR). Omaha: Paul Bedell (PB), Lincoln: Ruth Green 
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( RG) . Bellevue; Robin Harding (RH) . Gibbon; Rick Schmid (RS) . Omaha; 
Stephen J. Dinsmore ( SJD) . Fort Collins, CO; Steve Mcllree (SM) . Omaha; 
Steve Van Sickle ( SV) . Yankton, SD; Thomas E. Labedz (TEL) . Lincoln; 
Thomas Hoffman (XiD, Omaha; Todd Jensen (TJ) . Rapid City, SD; Wanda 
Hoge (WH) . Alma; W. Ross Silcock (WRS) . Tabor, IA. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Red-throated Loon : One in first basic plumage was sighted at L Minatare 
on 12 November (SJD; details), only the 2nd fall Panhandle record and 9th 
fall Nebraska record. Interestingly, a loon reported at L Minatare on 30 
September was thought to be either a Red-throated or a Pacific, but the 
observers were unable to confirm the identification. 

Pacific Loon : A first alternate bird was seen at LM between 7 August and 8 
September (SJD), the first August-September record for Nebraska. At least 
6 additional birds, all either juveniles or first basic, were reported from 12 
November to 26 November at L Minatare, L Ogallala, and LM (SJD). This 
species is a regular fall migrant in western Nebraska in the period between 
19 October and 27 November. 

Common Loon : An excellent count reached 22 on 22 October, with 13 seen 
at L Minatare and 9 spotted at Box Butte Res (SJD). Summering birds are 
regular on western reservoirs, but the one discovered at HCR on 21 August 
(GWH) was unusual. 

Pied-billed Grebe : As expected, migration was underway by mid-August, 
and peak count reached an excellent 422 at Offutt Base L on 20 September 
(B), with another good count totaling 165 at Box Butte Res on 22 October 
(SJD). Most had departed by late October; the one found on the Missouri 
River in Knox Co on 25 November (MB) was a little tardy. 

Horned Grebe : An excellent count totaled 93 at L Minatare on 12 November 
(SJD); only 5 were reported there on 14 November (SJD). 

Red-necked Grebe: At least 6 individuals were found at L Ogallala and LM; 
included were an "immature with a striped face" seen on 21 November (RS), 
possibly the same bird reported as a juvenile on 14, 19, and 26 November 
(SJD); a molting adult seen 7 September through at least 11 October, the 
earliest fall record ever (SJD, BP, LP); and adults in basic plumage found 
between 19 and 26 November, with an amazing 5 basic adults spotted on the 
latter date (SJD, LR, RH). It appears that this species has begun to appear 
regularly in fall at this location. Prior to this fall, there were only 12 
documented fall records and 10 additional undocumented fall reports; and the 
earliest was reported on 26 September, so the molting adult spotted on 7 
September represents the earliest ever. 

Eared Grebe : The one seen at HCR on 5 and 6 August (GH, WH) was very 
early away from (presumably!) the breeding range, as was another 
discovered in the east RWB on 13 August (JGJ). There is a possibility that 



occasional breeding occurs in the RWB, but no direct evidence exists. An 
excellent count totaled 77 at Box Butte Res on 20 September (SJD). 

Western Grebe : The incredible numbers at LM in recent years continued, 
with peak count totaling 44,000 on 27 September; and 40,000 were 
carefully counted from a boat on 12 October (SJD). As many as 4350 were 
present as early as 6 August, and 1065 were still present on 26 November 
(SJD). A good total of 5000 was also noted at Sutherland Res on 14 October 
(SJD). There were several reports of 1 to 2 in the east, totaling at least 6 
birds, beginning with 2 found at BOL on 8 October (JGJ), with rather late 
singles spotted at Zorinsky L on 21 November (JGJ) and at South Bend on 23 
November (B). 

Clark's Grebe : All reports came from LM westward, including good counts 
of 14 at LM on 7 August (SJD) and 7 at L Minatare on 2 November (SJD). 
Five were still found at LM as late as 26 November, and 1 to 2 additional 
birds were spotted on L Ogallala the same day (SJD). 

American White Pelican : The best count totaled an excellent 900 at 
Calamus Res on 29 September (JGJ); and 500 were counted in Dixon Co on 
11 September (JJ). The twenty tallied at BOL on 6 August (LE) were rather 
early for the east, where as many as 300 were seen flying over Bellevue as 
early as 23 August (BP, LP). The last at HCR was one noted on 9 November 
(GH, WH). 

Double-crested Cormorant : Rather early were the singles found at 
Pawnee L on 6 August (LE) and in the east RWB on 13 August (JGJ). 
Migration peaks in late September to October; an excellent count of 3,200 
was made at Calamus Res on 29 September (JGJ). Of 504 reported at Pawnee 
L and BOL on 23 September, about 75% were immatures (WRS). A few 
stragglers were noted in late November in the east (m. ob.), while last in the 
west were the 3 spotted at Sutherland Res on 19 November (SJD). 

American Bittern : The two found at Johnson Basin on 20 August and the 
one seen at FL the same day (LR, RH) may have been local breeders or early 
migrants; while breeding probably occurs in the RWB region, evidence is 
poor. One bird spotted in a yard near FF on 22 October (B; no details) was 
rather late, although there are a few other November records. 
l east Bitte rn : None reported. 

Great Blue Heron : Excellent counts reached 98 at HCR on 12 August and 
94 at Swanson Res the same day (SJD). 

Great Egret: This species was reported widely, with at least 294 reported. 
The 150+ tallied at HCR on 21 August (GH, WH), the Great Egret capital of 
Nebraska, denotes a record fall count. Reports are scarce in the west, but 
conditions at LM allowed a build-up of numbers to a peak of 20 on 7 August 
(IS); the last was noted on 12 October (SJD). Elsewhere, several were 
reported well into October; the last was one lingering at Pawnee L from 13 to 
21 October (JGJ, LE, JG). 

Snowv Egret : LM accumulated good numbers of this species also; 10 were 
present on 12 August (SJD), and last there was an immature spotted on 12 
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October (SJD; details), a rather late date. Elsewhere, reports were 
widespread, with at least 27 birds reported. 

Little Blue Heron : In contrast with and somewhat more rare than the 
previous species, few were reported: an immature was seen at LM on 7 
August (IS; details), where the species is rarely reported; an adult and an 
immature were discovered at BOL on 13 August (LE); two were reported at 
Niobrara Marsh on 16 September (MB); and an immature was noted at 
Sandpiper Basin, Clay Co, on 16 September (JGJ)--the latter two reports 
represent a rather late date. 

Reddish Egret : An amazing first state record was a white morph individual 
found at the west end of LM between 27 September and 15 October (SJD, 
WRS, MB, JF, MB). The bird was photographed by SJD, and the pictures were 
examined by expert Rich Paul, who confirmed the identification and thought 
that the bird appeared to be an immature. The white morph is rather rare 
even in its regular haunts, comprising only about 5-12% of the Gulf Coast 
population (Hancock and Kushlan, The Herons Handbook. 1984). 

Cattle Eg ret: Numbers were average, with best count of 84 registered in 
Phelps Co on 16 September (JGJ). Rather late were 12 spotted at Walnut 
Creek L, Sarpy Co, on 22 October (B). 

Green Heron : There were no reports from the western half of the state, but 
the one seen at Calamus Res on 30 September (MB) was rather late for the 
location. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron : Excellent counts totaled 47 (37 adults and 
10 immatures) at FL on 13 August (SJD), and 37 (29 adults) at HCR the 
same day (SJD). FL was still hosting 32 on 3 September (LR, RH). And an 
immature still remained at LM on 14 October (SJD). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The juvenile seen at Box Butte Res on 20 
September (SJD; details) represents only the 5th Panhandle report for fall. 
Still only a casual species as far west as L Ogallala, another juvenile was 
found there from 21 to 22 August (SJD; details). Less unusual, but still a 
good find, were 2 juveniles identified at HCR between 12 and 13 August (SJD; 
details). 

White-faced Ibis : Most reports were submitted as "Plegadis sp.," 
acknowledging the difficulty in fall of eliminating the possibility, albeit 
slight, that Glossy Ibis may occur. Excellent counts were the 37 tallied at FL 
on 20 August (LR, RH) and the 33 noted in the east RWB on 2 September 
(JGJ). An immature was found as far east as Pawnee L on 2 September (LE). 
Rather late were the 2 found in the east RWB on 13 October (JGJ). 

Turkey Vulture : Movement is underway by mid-September, as shown by a 
good count of 53 at HCR on 16 September (JGJ). The one identified at Pawnee 
L on 4 November (LE; details) was rather late. Late dates for this species are 
poorly documented, but there are 11 additional reports for November, and 
neighboring states also have November records. It has been suggested (MO) 
that late Turkey Vulture reports may be referable in at least some cases to 
dark-morph Rough-legged Hawks. 


Greater White-fronted Goose : Summer reports are few, most from 
central Nebraska, and are usually of 1 to 2 birds, one or both injured or 
unable to migrate. Unusual, therefore, was the presence of a mobile flock of 
18 reported at the south Alma SL on 5 August (GH, WH); no others appeared 
until 7 November. Migration was under way by mid-October, when 80 were 
counted in the east RWB on 14 October (JGJ); flocks of 75-100 were spotted 
flying over the east RWB on 4 November (JGJ). 

Snow Goose: The usual few summer stragglers were noted in central 
Nebraska, but fall migrants were conspicuously absent until a massive wave 
hit on 8 November, when 50,000 suddenly appeared at DeSoto NWR (DM), 
increasing to 100,000 by 10 November (JGr); and 50,000+ flew over the 
Paseka farm near Ames (DP, JP). 

Ross's Goose : Much rarer in fall than in spring in the Panhandle (as are 
Snow Geese), the bird spotted at L. Minatare on 2 November (SJD) 
represents only the 9th fall Panhandle record. 

Canada Goose : Migrants arrived in mid-November, about on schedule for 
the larger forms; 12 large birds were spotted flying south quickly and at a 
high altitude over Nebraska City on 19 November (WRS). Smaller forms 
usually arrive a little earlier, in late September and October, but none was 
specifically noted by observers this fall. At LM a total of 4,000 were present 
on 26 November (SJD). 

Trumpeter Swan : As many as 28 frequented the L Ogallala area from 14 
November on; they were split almost evenly between adults and immatures 
(SJD, JF, RS). Wintering in this area is routine, depending on water 
conditions. 

Tu nd ra Sff.an: None reported. 

Wood Duck : The one seen at Wehrspann L on 23 November (BP, LP) was a 
little tardy. 

Gadwall: Breeding occurs in the east RWB, but none was noted there on 2 
September (JGJ), possibly due to shrinking water availability. The best 
count totaled 1,500 at LM on 14 October (SJD); the best ever for fall is 
2,200. A few birds straggled into late November, notably the 12 found at 
Wehrspann L on 23 November (BP, LP). 

American Wigeon : A group of 10 found in Harlan Co on 27 August (GH, 
WH) were probably molt migrants; this species often undergoes long flights 
prior to molting. The best counts tallied 1,670 at LM on 15 October (WRS) 
and 885 at L Ogallala on 14 October (SJD, JF). A few stragglers were 
reported into late November in the east. 

Am.eJic.a n B lac k Puck : None reported. 

Mallard : After breeding, males leave females rather early to form flocks 
prior to molting, and are joined later by females. Such an early flock, or 
aggregation of flocks, was the 1,140 counted at LM on 21 August (SJD). 
Good counts reached 11,500 at L Minatare on 12 November (SJD) and 8,000 
at BOL on 26 November (LE). 

Blue-winged Teal : Numbers build to incredible levels in the east RWB 
after breeding; a notable rise in numbers was detected by 13 August, when 
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800 were counted (JGJ); and the season's peak totaled 14,500 on 2 
September (JGJ), by far the best ever fall count. Included in the latter was a 
female with a nearly-fledged brood (JGJ), rather late. Also rather late was 
an adult male in eclipse spotted at L Ogallala on 14 November (SJD). 
Cinnamon Teal : None was reported; most leave by early August, and those 
remaining are in eclipse plumage and therefore difficult to identify. 
Northern Shoveler : Routine reports. 

Northern Pintail : A notable rise in numbers rather early led to a count of 
as many as 200 in the east RWB on 13 August (JGJ). Again, these may have 
been largely molt migrants; pintail drakes leave females early, as do 
Mallards. A similar scenario accounts for the presence of 5 at Alma SL on 7 
August when no others were noted in the area until 7 November (GH, WH). A 
good fall count was 3,340 tallied at LM on 15 October (WRS). Fall counts for 
this species are far lower than in spring, when the best count is 75,000. 
Green-winged Teal : This species is another that arrives in the east RWB 
in large numbers in August, probably as molt migrants; 150 were seen there 
on 13 August (JGJ), increasing to a peak of 3,200 on 2 September (JGJ). 
Numbers were even greater at LM, where as many as 665 were present on 
22 August (SJD), rising to a peak of 9,040 on 11 October (SJD). The latter 
count is a fall record. Only one bird remained at LM on 14 November (SJD). 
Canvasback: Reports away from breeding areas in the period from late July 
through mid-September are fewer than 10; one was identified at L Ogallala on 
8 September (SJD). 

Redhead : There were scattered August to early September reports from 
areas not far from breeding locations; perhaps these were failed breeders. 
Four were seen at L Ogallala on 7 August (SJD); one was found in the east 
RWB on 26 August (JGJ); and two each were spotted at North Platte SL on 1 
September (WRS) and at L Minatare on 3 September (SJD). An excellent 
count reached 1,950 at L Ogallala on 1 November (SJD). 

Ring-necked Duck : The totals of 238 on 1 November and 273 on 26 
November at L Ogallala (SJD) represent excellent fall counts; the only higher 
counts are 2,100 and 1,228. 

Tufted Duck : Apparently the same bird that was present throughout last 
winter, for Nebraska's first record, reappeared at L Ogallala on 26 November 
(SJD). An adult male, it was in molt (SJD). 

Greater Scaup : The three found at L Ogallala on 12'October (SJD) provided 
the 2nd earliest fall record, while the 77 seen there on 14 and again on 19 
November (SJD, JF) provided a record fall count. Rarely reported away 
from L Ogallala in recent years, a male was discovered at L Minatare on 12 
November (SJD). 

Lesser Scaup : Record fall counts were set by the 1,160 tallied at L 
Ogallala on 14 November (SJD) and the 1,000 counted at BOL on 4 November 
(LE). Maybe Larry should have a recount! 

Surf Scoter : The only reports were of single immatures, possibly the same 
bird, noted at L Ogallala on 2 and on 14 November (SJD). 





White-winaed Scoter : A little more in evidence this year than in recent 
years, at least 4 individuals were reported: an immature male was spotted at 
L Ogallala on 14 and again on 19 November (SJD, JF); 2 immatures were 
identified there on 21 November (RS); and 3 female or immature birds were 
seen there on 26 November (SJD). An adult male was noted at Gavin's Point 
Dam on 25 November (BFH). 

Black Scoter: This scoter was also much in evidence this fall, with about 8 
reported. At L Ogallala, an adult male was present on 12 October (SJD) 
through 14 October (SJD, JF), the earliest fall date. Three immatures were 
seen there on 25 October (SJD), increasing to 4 from 26 October to 2 
November (SJD), a new high count. Two immatures still remained there on 
14 November (SJD) and one on 21 November (RS). One of these may have 
moved to LM, where a female/ immature was seen on 26 November (SJD). 
Three immatures were found at L Minatare on 2 November (SJD). 
Long-tailed Duck : About 7 individuals were found during the period, more 
than usual. Up to 4 were spotted at L Ogallala between 14 and 26 November, 
including an adult female and 3 immatures (SJD, RS). Two were spotted at 
Wehrspann L between 16 and 23 November (JGJ, JB, BP, LP, NR); and a 
single was found at Gavin's Point Dam on 24 November (JJ, BP, LP). 
Bufflehead: The thirteen birds reported at CLNWR on 21 September (SJD), 
a rather early date, were early migrants, as breeding is not known to occur 
in Nebraska. A record fall count was the 1,394 tallied at L Ogallala on 14 
November (SJD); 966 still remained there on 26 November (SJD). 

Common Goldeneye: The best count totaled 955 at L Ogallala on 26 
November (SJD). 

Barrow's Goldeneye : An adult male was seen at L Ogallala on 14 and again 
on 19 November (SJD, JF), joined by another on 26 November (SJD). This 
species is regular at this location in fall and winter if water conditions allow. 
Hooded Merganser : Noticeable migratory movement is not evident until 
October, but in recent years, reports of female/immature birds in August to 
September have been increasing. These are probably "yearling" birds of both 
genders, too young to breed. This season, two such birds were spotted near 
Kenesaw, Adams Co, on 6 August (LR, RH); singles were noted in the east 
RWB on 13 and on 26 August (JGJ); and two were identified at L Ogallala on 
21 and 22 August (SJD). A single found at L Alice on 20 September (SJD) 
was also likely in this category. An excellent count reached 58 at L Alice on 2 
November (SJD), indicating the peak of "true" migration. 

Common Merganser : L Alice continues as a site for molt migrants; 132 
gathered there as early as 5 August (SJD). Numbers at LM built to 4,500 by 
the end of the period (SJD). 

Red-breasted Merganser : A female identified at L Ogallala on 7 and on 22 
August (SJD) denotes the first ever record for August. Prior to this sighting, 
there had been no records for June through August. The best counts were 36 
at L Minatare on 14 November (SJD) and 28 at BOL on 16 November (JGJ). 
Ruddy Duck : A few August reports of 1 to 5 birds came from RWB locations 
where breeding is likely (LR, RH, JG, JGJ), but the first migrants were the 
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60 birds found at North Piatte SL on 1 September (WRS). Groups of Ruddies 
at this early date may be molt migrants, dispersing young, or failed breeders. 
A close look could clarify this question. "True" migration usually starts 
around mid-September. The best count totaled an excellent 1,000 at BOL on 
6 November (JGJ). Unusual in fall, an alternate-plumaged male was noted at 
L Ogallala on 14 November (SJD). 

Osprev : Singles were reported on 4 August in Cedar Co (SV) and on 6 August 
at both LM (SJD) and Wolf L, Saunders Co (TH), rather early for fall 
migrants. These birds are likely prebreeders 1 to 3 years of age. "True" 
migrants appear later in August, when there is a concentration of early fall 
dates; such were the singles spotted at Zorinsky L, Omaha, on 20 August 
(DM) and at Bellevue on 23 August (BP, LP). The 8 birds seen at HCR on 16 
September (JGJ) represent a good count. 

Mississippi Kite : This fall brought an unusual number of sightings away 
from the only known breeding location in Ogallala. Although young birds 
disperse widely, including northward, after breeding, it is hard to deny that 
breeding may be occurring elsewhere in Nebraska. Most indicative of 
potential breeding was an adult spotted flying over Hastings with two 
Swainson's Hawks on 13 August (SJD; details). Probable dispersers were 
two juveniles seen flying over Oliver Res on 26 August (SJD; details); an 
amazing 15 counted in the air north of Fairbury by an experienced Kansas 
observer on 10 September (CO); one identified in Bellevue on 19 September 
(BP, LP; details); and a juvenile discovered near Center on 25 September 
(MB; details) was the observer's first for Knox Co, and the northernmost 
sighting for the state. Back to Ogallala: 3 adults and a nest with at least one 
chick were noted on 6 August (SJD), and one adult still remained there on 7 
September (SJD). None was reported later than the bird spotted on 19 
September at Bellevue. Interestingly enough, the Hitchcock Nature Center 
hawkwatch just across the Missouri River in Iowa counted 38 Mississippi 
Kites this fall (fide MO). 

Bald Eagle : An adult found at L Minatare on 5 August (SJD) probably was 
one of the NPNWR breeders. The first migrants appeared in early October, 
mostly immatures. The only concentration reported was of 40 spotted at 
Carter L, Omaha, on 17 November (SM). About 67% of the Carter L eagles 
were adults (SM); JT suggested that adults prefer fish, as the gathering at 
Carter L indicates, but immatures scavenge, as birds at DeSoto NWR suggest, 
where immatures predominate while ducks and geese are numerous during 
November. 

Northern Harrier : Migrants appear in late August, so the one seen near 
Kenesaw, Adams Co, on 6 August (LR, RH) may have been a local breeder. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk : Of interest was a sighting in Sioux Co on 4 August 
(JWH); breeding probably occurs on the Pine Ridge. 

Cooper's Hawk : Routine reports. 

Northern Goshawk : This fall appears to have been good for this species; 
17 had been counted at the Hitchcock Nature Center Hawk Watch (in Iowa) as 
of this writing (fide MO). Only two, however, were reported in Nebraska: the 
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immature identified at Niobrara on 14 October represented the observer's 
earliest of 23 sightings of this species, ahead of an immature spotted at the 
same location on 8 November 1998 (MB); and another immature was found 
northwest of Center, Knox Co, on 18 November (B). 

Red-shouldered Hawk : The only report was of 2 discovered at the regular 
location at FF on 14 September (BP, LP). 

Broad-winged Hawk : The adult spotted at Oliver Res on 27 September 
(SJD) represents only the 7th fall Panhandle record. Few were reported--9 
of the total of 12 noted total flew over FF on 14 September (BP, LP). 
ftwainson's Hawk : A large group of 87 was seen feeding on grasshoppers in 
a Phelps Co field on 29 September (BL). The only other concentration was of 
18 found near Hooper, Dodge Co, on 2 October (B). Few migrants were 
reported. 

Red-tailed Hawk : A total of 52 were counted from a Bellevue yard in two 
hours on 22 October (BP, LP). 

Ferruginous Hawk : A total of 13 was reported during the period in the 
Panhandle (SJD). An immature was spotted as far east as Alma, Harlan Co, 
by 27 October (GH, WH). 

Rough-legged Hawk : A light morph immature was identified at Eppley 
Airfield, Omaha, on 28 September (JT), rather early for the southeasterly 
location. Excellent counts totaled 15 in Scotts Bluff Co on 12 November 
(SJD); 11 in Sioux Co on 12 November (SJD); and 10 in Sioux and Box Butte 
Cos (9 in Sioux, all females) on 22 October (SJD, JF). 

Golden Eag le: Two adults were seen as far southeast as DeSoto NWR by 10 
November (JGr). A total of 14 were counted for fall in the Panhandle (SJD). 
American Kestrel : Excellent counts included 102 in Banner and Scotts 
Bluff Cos on 3 September (SJD), a record fall count, and 51 in 180 miles 
between L Ogallala and L Minatare on 14 November (SJD). 

Merlin: Reports were numerous, totaling about 49 birds. Arrival was a 
little later than usual, with singles sighted on 14 September at FF (BP, LP) 
and Seward (JG). Good counts of 4 were made in the north Panhandle on 22 
October (SJD) and in Knox Co on 12 November (MB). A total of 18 were 
found in the Panhandle for the season (SJD). Most birds identified to 
subspecies were columbarius; reports of this race were statewide in the 
period from 16 September (JGJ) through 12 November (SJD, MB), while 
the lone identified richardsonii was located in Knox Co on 12 November 
(MB). A "pale" bird, presumably richardsonii , was seen in Dodge Co on 7 
November (DP, JP). We now have data from 3 fall seasons on subspecies, 
and so far no differences in distribution or migration timing have become 
apparent. 

Prairie Falcon : The one found at LM as early as 6 August (SJD) may have 
been a pre-breeder or a failed breeder. Singles had reached east to the RWB 
by 28 October (JGJ) and to Knox Co by 12 November (MB). The fall total 
compiled by one observer in the west reached 13 (SJD). 
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Peregrine Falcon : An immature seen at LM on 6 August (SJD) and another 
immature spotted there on 7 August (IS) were rather early. About 14 were 
reported in all. 

Gvrfalcon: Two possible sightings of this elusive bird were reported by 
experienced observers. A "very probable,” based on size and behavior 
(chasing a Canada Goose!), was seen in Scotts Bluff Co on 2 November (SJD); 
and a "possible," based on very dark overall coloration including the 
underwings, a streaked breast and slow wingbeats, was identified near 
Halsey, Thomas Co, on 24 November (TEL). This species is probably regular 
in the Sandhills and Panhandle each winter in small numbers. 

Chukar: Certainly a released bird, one was found near McMurtry Refuge, 
Clay Co, on 26 August (JGJ). 

Gray Partridge: Rarely reported in recent years, the center of whatever 
population remains is perhaps located north and northeast of O'Neill in Holt 
Co, where the species apparently established itself from South Dakota some 
years ago. The only report was of 3 groups found north of O'Neill on 24 
November (B). 

fiina-ng£k.ad..Phfi.9.sa.n.t: Routine reports. 

£Mcp-lailfi.d Grous e : Routine reports. 

Ql&alfiJL£iailj.e -Chic ken: Routine reports. 

Wild Turkey : Excellent counts of this now well-established statewide 
species reached between 50 and 75 at DeSoto NWR on 8 November (DM); 65 
in Sowbelly Canyon on 22 October (SJD, JF); 63 south of Gering, Scotts 
Bluff Co, on 20 November (AK); and 60 at Wildcat Hills NC on 25 November 
(LR, RH). 

Northern Bobwhite : A female with 6 very young chicks was seen at 
Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co, on 17 August (KP), a rather late date 
for young chicks. This bird’s range extends throughout the Platte Valley, 
albeit in varying numbers dependent on winter severity. 5 were spotted at L 
Ogallala on 22 August (SJD), and 2 were found at Sutherland Res on 26 
October (SJD). A surprise was one spotted at a feeder near Elmwood Park 
deep inside Omaha on 16 November (B). A good count totaled 30 at Johnson 
Basin on 20 August (LR, RH). 

Vlrginia Rail : Migrants appear during August; rails have a propensity for 
appearing at odd places during migration, as did a juvenile identified in the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center driveway in Omaha on 20 September 
(ES). Probably planning to winter, a regular phenomenon at a few locations 
in the North Platte Valley, one was seen at Kiowa Springs on 2 November 
(SJD). Wintering is not expected at Niobrara Marsh, so the one discovered 
there as late as 25 November (MB) was interesting. 

Sora : As with Virginia Rail, migrants appear in mid-August. The 15 spotted 
at Jensen Basin, Kearney Co, on 13 August (LR, RH) were probably 
migrants, although breeding can occur anywhere. An unusual sight was one 
found swimming a few feet from shore at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 7 October 
(LE). The two seen at Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co, on 13 October 
fKP) were a little tardv. 
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American Coot : A near-record count for fall totaled 5,700 at CLNWR on 
21 September (SJD). Other excellent counts reached 5,000 at BOL on 6 
October (LE) and 4,000 at LM on 1 November (SJD). 

Sandhill Crane : Potential breeders in the RWB were the 3 spotted at Rowe 
Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, on 5 August (LR, RH) and the 2 "greater" sandhills 
identified in Clay Co on 20 August (JGJ). Migrants appeared right on time in 
numbers; 60 flew over Kearney on 5 October (LR, RH) and hundreds flew 
over the Halsey area in flocks of 100 to 200, larger numbers than usual, 
between 5 and 10 October (RG). Though the bird is only a casual migrant in 
the east, a repeat of 1998's eastern invasion took place, with 40 seen near 
Creighton, Knox Co, on 2 November while the observer watched a moose (MB; 
no details on the moose);12 spotted flying over Ames on 7 November (DP, 
JP); 155 found there the next day (DP, JP), and also on 8 November; 150 
observed flying over Spring Creek Prairie (KP); 40 over Fort Calhoun 
(JGJ), 200 over western Douglas Co (B), and with 2 seen flying over Dixon 
Co (JJ). Last in the east were the 13 seen over Blair on 14 November (JGJ). 
The best count was 2,379 at Sherman Res on 4 November (LR, RH). 
Whooping Crane: The only reports were of two noted south of Gibbon on 31 
October (Paul Tebbel fide BL), two seen in the east RWB on 2 November 
(BL), and an amazing 13 found in the Bassett and Valentine areas the week 
prior to 2 November (BL). 

Black-bellied Plover : A record fall count totaled 43 at LM on 26 October 
(SJD). At LM (and for the state), the first spotted were the 8 noted on 7 
August; and the last were the 12 seen on 2 November (SJD). None was 
reported east of the RWB, and only one was found there, on 13 August (JGJ). 
American Golden-Plover : Usually far less numerous in fall than in 
spring, and rarer westward, this fall saw good numbers statewide, especially 
of juveniles, which move through the state later than adults. The best count of 
juveniles tallied 21 at LM on 12 October (SJD); but the 40 birds seen in the 
east RWB on 13 October (JGJ) were probably juveniles also, as may have 
been the 26 identified at LM on 12 October (SJD). Few adults appear in fall; 
a molting adult found at HCR on 13 August (SJD) represents only the 1 Oth 
July-August record. The only other adults reported were observed at LM: one 
on 11 September, another on 21 September, and 5 on 12 October (SJD). 
Semipalmated Plover : One of two spotted at Pawnee L on 14 October (LE) 
remained there until 16 October (JG), a rather late date. Also rather late for 
an adult was one seen at FL on 14 October (JGJ). Numbers are lower in fall, 
and so counts of 10 in the RWB on 15 August (DM) and at LM on 11 October 
(SJD) are of interest. 

Piping Plover : The 19 reported at LM on 7 August (SJD) were 
presumably part of the local breeding population rather than migrants. The 
few reports came from LM (SJD) and Cedar Co (SV), both breeding locations. 
Killdeer : These birds have favored fall staging areas. High counts suggest 
these locations: 329 were reported at Memphis Lakes, Saunders Co, on 8 
October (JGJ); 280 were tallied at LM on 12 October (SJD); and 205 were 
counted at Pawnee L on 14 October (LE). These dates also indicate a strong 
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mid-October peak of migration. A few stragglers remained into late 
November, with 3 found in Lancaster Co on 26 November (LE). 
Black-necked Stilt : A juvenile was spotted at the west end of LM between 
6 August and 11 September, joined by an adult on 21 August (SJD); these 
were probably part of the family group seen there during summer (SJD). No 
others were reported. There are only 5 Nebraska records after July; this 
sighting represents the 2nd latest. 

American Avocet : The best count was a very good 116 tallied at LM on 12 
October (SJD), and the last 2 there were seen on 2 November (SJD). The 
latest report overall was of one spotted at Pawnee L on 4 November (LE), a 
rather late date. The 40 found swimming in the middle of Stagecoach L, 
Lancaster Co, on 15 October (KP) was a strange sight. There was only one 
other eastern report, in Cedar Co on 26 October (SV). 

Greater Yellowlegs : Routine reports. 

Lesser Yellowlegs : Less often reported in November than Greater 
Yellowlegs, one was identified at LM on 1 November (SJD). The 614 seen at 
LM on 7 September (SJD) was a record fall count. 

Solitary Sandpiper ; Good counts reached 27 at LM on 7 August (SJD) and 
22 in the east RWB on 13 August (JGJ). 

Willet ; Much less numerous in fall than in spring, the 8 tallied at L Alice on 
5 August (SJD) represent a good count. Rare in the east in fall, the only 
report there was of one found in Lancaster Co on 6 August (LE). There are 
only about 20 records for September, so the singles identified at LM on 8 
September (SJD) and in western Banner Co at the Ponderosa Hog Farm ponds 
on 1 September (WRS) were of interest. 

Spotted Sandpiper : A good count was the 28 spotted at L Ogallala on 22 
August (SJD), as was the 15 seen on sandbars near Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo 
Co, on 5 August (LR, RH). 

Upland Sandpiper : A record fall count was the 68 discovered in the east 
RWB on 13 August, with 49 of them in one hayfield (JGJ). The last was one 
reported in southeastern Dodge Co on 23 September (DP, JP). 

Long-billed Curlew : The 3 spotted at L Alice on 3 September (SJD, JF) 
represented only the 5th record for September for the species. 

Hudsonian Godwit : This species is very rare in fall in the interior United 
States. The juvenile identified at LM on 22 August (SJD; details) signified 
only Nebraska's 2nd documented fall record. The first was also a juvenile, 
spotted last year on 30 August in the east RWB (JGJ). 

Marbled Godwit : Very rare east of the Panhandle in fall, the 8 seen at the 
west end of HCR on 16 September (JGJ) represented only the 14th such 
record. A good count was the peak of 12 reached at LM on 9 September; 
sightings there occurred in the period between 7 August and 10 September 
(SJD, LR, RH, IS). 

Ruddv Turnstone : An alternate-plumaged adult spotted at LM on 22 August 
(SJD; details) and 2 juveniles found there on 10 September (SJD; details) 
provided only the 11 th and 12th Nebraska fall records. This species is a 
casual fall migrant in the state. 
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Red Knot : A juvenile was found at LM 7 on September (SJD; details) and a 
group of 4 juveniles with a molting adult was seen there by the passengers on 
a "pelagic" trip on LM the next day (SJD; details). These represented only 
the 13th and 14th fall records for the state of this casual migrant. 
Sanderlina : Excellent numbers were tallied at LM, peaking at 108 on 21 
September (SJD). A new late date for fall was set by a juvenile identified at 
LM on 14 November, and 3 juveniles were found there on 1 November 
(SJD); there are fewer than 10 reports for November. 

Semioalmated Sandpiper : Late dates in fall are clouded by possible 
confusion with the Western Sandpiper, generally a later migrant than the 
Semipalmated. This fall rather late dates reported by experienced observers 
included one located in the east RWB on 1 October (JGJ); one found at Pawnee 
L on 7 October (LE), likely the same bird seen there on 23 September 
(WRS); and 3 identified at LM on 12 October (SJD). The latest date in the 
literature is 25 October, but it is undocumented. 

Western Sandpiper : This year was a very poor for this species, usually 
more common in fall than in spring in Nebraska. The only ones reported were 
seen by experienced observers who counted thousands of shorebirds during 
this fall period and came up with a total of only 8 Western Sandpipers. At LM, 
3 molting adults were seen on 12 August, and single juveniles were spotted on 
8 and on 21 September (SJD). In the east RWB, 2 juveniles were seen on 13 
August and another on 26 August (JGJ). 

Least Sandpiper : The best count was the 182 found at LM on 14 October 
(SJD, JF). Rather late were the 3 observed in the east RWB on 5 November 
(JGJ). 

Baird's Sandpiper: The best count was a 3rd-best ever 4,109 at LM on 22 
August (SJD). The west end of LM is a staging area for this species. Other 
good counts reached 1,900 at Swanson Res on 12 August (SJD) and 1,500 at 
HCR on 13 August (SJD). By contrast, numbers drop off remarkably 
eastward; the high in the east RWB, for instance, totaled 12 (!) on 13 August 
(JGJ), admittedly a poor fall for shorebirds there due to dry conditions. 
Rather late were one identified at Pawnee L on 10 November (LE) and a 
juvenile seen at LM on 26 November (SJD). The latter was surprisingly 
only the 4th-latest on record; there are 3 December records. 

Pectoral Sandpiper : In contrast with Baird's Sandpiper, this species is 
more numerous eastward; the peak in the east RWB hit 474 on 13 August 
(JGJ), a record fall count, while at LM, 117 were counted on 22 August 
(SJD). In the fall this species is uncommon in the west, but in spring it is 
rare there; several were reported from various Panhandle locations (SJD, 
JF). Rather late were 4 spotted in the east RWB on 5 November (JGJ). 
Dunlin : This species is unusual among its congeners in that adults do not 
migrate before juveniles; all migrate after molting. The first to arrive was 
one located in the east RWB on 21 October (JGJ), about as expected. Good 
numbers for fall in the western part of the state included the 1 -9 found at LM 
between 25 October and 4 November, peaking at 9 on 1 November (SJD). 
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These dates are normal for this species, a rather late migrant. Dates in the 
east RWB were from 21 October to 4 November (JGJ). 

Stilt Sandpiper : This species came in numbers and stayed late, especially 
at LM. The peak of 748 seen at LM on 21 September (SJD) established a 
record fall count. Juveniles arrive in mid-August; the first mentioned were 
a "very fresh" one spotted in the east RWB on 20 August (JGJ) and another 
observed near Kenesaw, Adams Co, on 27 August (LR, RH). New record late 
dates, but only by a day or two, were set by one record late for the RWB on 
28 October (JGJ), and another record late for the state at LM on 2 November; 
as many as 5 were found there the day before (SJD). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper : The 97 spotted in the east RWB on 13 August 
(JGJ) established a record count for fall. This species becomes rarer the 
farther east or west of the east RWB one travels. Thus, it is rarest in western 
Nebraska, where this fall 4 adults were seen at LM on 7 August (SJD); and a 
juvenile was identified there on 22 August (SJD). The two located at Calamus 
Res on 29 September (JGJ) and the one noted at Memphis Lakes, Saunders Co, 
on 1 October (JGJ) were late, the latter record late. An excellent easterly 
count reached 24 at a sod farm in Cass Co just north of the Platte River on 3 
September (CNK). 

Short-billed Dowitcher : There are few reports in late July to early 
August when adults move through. This fall there was one: a single found in 
the east RWB on 13 August (JGJ). The other reports were of juveniles, 
which migrate through late August to September: 3 were seen in the east RWB 
on 20 August (JGJ); a single was spotted rather far west at LM on 22 August 
(SJD; details), and another was identified in the east RWB on 26 August 
(JGJ). One was also reported on 1 October without details; there are no 
documented records later than 10 September. 

Long-billed Dowitcher : A record fall count hit 831 at LM on 12 October 
(SJD). Also a good count (3rd highest for fall) was 410 at FL on 14 October 
(JGJ). Two juveniles were found at Pawnee L on 23 September (WRS; 
details); most juveniles arrive in late September, but actual data are scarce. 
Common Snipe : The 72 observed in the east RWB on 2 September (JGJ) 
represented a near-record fall count (needed two more). Migrants appear in 
mid-August, as indicated by birds found at sites where breeding was unlikely 
to have occurred. Such reports, all on 13 August, included 7 seen at Kenesaw 
Basin, Adams Co (LR, RH); 10 found in the east RWB (JGJ); and one spotted 
at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co (LE). 

A me r ic a n WQ QdCQC k : None reported. 

Wilson's Phalarooe : Fewer than usual were reported, with the best count 
reaching an historically mediocre 187 at LM on 9 September (SJD). 
Red-necked Phalarope : The 22 seen at LM on 9 September (SJD) denoted 
a good fall count; numbers are somewhat lower in fall. The three observed at 
BOL (in the middle of the lake, preparing for a pelagic winter) on 13 October 
(JGJ) were rather late, as were the two first basic-plumaged birds found at 
LM on 12 October (SJD). 



pomarine Jaeger : The two "pelagic" trips on LM organized by Admiral 
Stephen J. Dinsmore (Coastguard-certified, no less!) for the purpose of 
finding jaegers at the NOU Fall Meeting were successful. On 8 September two 
juveniles were found (SJD, WRS, AB, JF; photos), one dark and one 
intermediate. On 10 September, the same crew spotted a juvenile and another 
bird not as well seen but probably also a Pomarine; these were likely the 
same birds observed on 8 September. These sightings together provide the 
9th documented fall record, and one of the earlier sightings of juveniles. 
There are 2 early records of adults (June and August), and juveniles have 
occurred between September and December. 

Parasitic Jaeger : A juvenile was seen closely at HCR on 16 September 
(JGJ; details). This sighting represented the 3rd documented record; the 
others occurred in late August and early October. 

Long-tailed Jaeger : Completing the jaeger sweep was an intermediate 
morph juvenile identified at L Minatare on 11 September (SJD; photos). 
This bird was well-studied, and is the 3rd documented record; the others took 
place on 1 September and 3 October. 

Franklin's Gull: The count of 27,000 (counted every one!) at HCR on 16 
September (JGJ) would seem like a record, but the top fall count is 85,000 
tallied at Sutherland Res in 1996. The 20,000 found at Gavin's Point Dam on 
1 October (JW) also denoted an excellent count. 

Bonaparte's Gull : An excellent count reached 502 in Lancaster Co on 1 
September (LE). By contrast, a surprising zero was tallied at HCR (GH, WH). 
Ring-billed Gull : The 768 seen at LM as early as 6 August (SJD) were of 
interest; numbers do not usually reach that level until well into September. 
The 2,200 totaled at L Minatare on 22 October (SJD, JF) was a good count. 
California Gull : A normal fall for this species saw numbers at LM build 
from 40 on 7 August to 103 on 12 October, and then decline somewhat to 81 
on 26 November (SJD). The only report away from LM was of 3 spotted at 
Sutherland Res between 14 October and 19 November (SJD, JF). 

Herring Gull : The four birds seen at LM on 7 August (SJD) provided one of 
the fewer than 20 records prior to mid-September for this species, which is 
very rare in mid-summer in Nebraska. Migrants are generally not apparent 
until mid-September, and those are usually immatures. Rather early for an 
adult was one identified at Calamus Res on 29 September (JGJ). Overall, few 
were reported, with the best count totaling 21 in Lancaster Co on 26 
November (LE). 

Thaver's Gull : Interestingly, among the earliest fall records of this 
species, adults predominate, in contrast to the situation for Herring Gulls. 
This fall, single adults were observed at Sutherland Res and L Ogallala on 1 
November (SJD, JF), the 2nd-earliest documented fall records after another 
adult found at L Ogallala on 4 October 1997. An adult was found at L Minatare 
on 12 and on 14 November (SJD). An adult was also spotted at Sutherland 
Res on 19 November (SJD), possibly the same bird as the one reported there 
on November 1 (noted earlier). For the period, no immatures were reported 
(are they now too ordinary?). 
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Lesser Black-backed Gull : Until this fall, there were only 7 fall 
records, all of immatures, with most originating from eastern reservoirs. 
Now, there are 11 fall records, 2 of adults and 4 from western reservoirs! 
The 4 birds reported this fall included a 4th basic bird spotted at LM on 10 
September (SJD), the 2nd earliest for fall and presumably the same bird as 
the one found there from 15 October (WRS) through 2 November (SJD); a 
worn 3rd alternate seen at L Minatare on 11 and 27 September and on 11 
October (SJD, photos); a first basic noted at L Minatare on 14 November 
(SJD); and an adult seen at Sutherland Res on 19 November (SJD, JF). 
There are now about 25 records in all for the state. 

Glaucous Gull : The earliest ever (by 3 days) was a first basic spotted at L 
Minatare on 14 November (SJD), followed closely by another first basic 
located at Sutherland Res on 19 November (SJD, JF). The only other report 
was of a "pure white" immature found at HCR on 21 November (GH, WH), 
also rather early. 

Sabine's Gull : At least 10, all juveniles, were reported. The first was one 
observed at LM on 8 September (SJD), and the last was observed rather late 
at HCR on 14 October (JGJ). Easterly reports are far fewer than those from 
western reservoirs; 1-2 were observed at Gavin's Point Dam between 26 
September and 3 October (MB, JJ, JW, SV). 

Black-legged Kittiwake : The only report was of a first basic bird 
identified in Omaha at Standing Bear L from 14 to 21 November (NR, m.ob.) 
Caspian Tern : The best count was 5 at HCR on 6 August (GH, WH). 

Common Tern : This species was "unusually abundant" this fall (SJD). The 
23 found at LM on 8 September, consisting of 8 molting adults and 15 
juveniles (SJD) represented a record fall count. Rather late were a 
juvenile/first basic bird spotted at Pawnee L on 13 October (JGJ) and a first 
basic bird seen at Sutherland Res on 14 October (SJD, JF). 

Arctic Tern: A first documented state record was a molting adult 
photographed at L Minatare on 20 September (SJD; photos). This state first 
is probably overdue; the only prior reports are of a sighting with minimal 
details in December 1998 at Gavin's Point Dam, a very late date for any 
Sterna tern, and of a questionable 1866 sighting by Aughey. 

Forster's Tern : The best count reached 42 at BOL on 6 August (LE). 

Least Tern: Routine reports. 

Black Tern : An excellent count was 334 found at LM on 22 August (SJD). 
Eurasian Collared-Dove : The "colony" at Elmwood continues; 5 juveniles 
with the 3 adults were spotted there on 27 August (GW fide NR; KP); and 5 
birds remained there on 16 November (B). The male seen displaying in late 
July at the north end of Kingsley Dam, LM, was observed there again on 22 
August (SJD). Three birds identified at Kimball, Kimball Co, on 22 August 
(TLE fide SJD; details) were at a new location. A small group of 3 was seen at 
Sutton, Clay Co, between 6 August and 13 October; the one bird found on a 
nest between 6 August and 3 September (JGJ) provided the 4th nesting 
record and the 14th record overall for the species in Nebraska. One appeared 
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briefly under a feeder in Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, on 9 November, but has not 
been seen again (AK). 

Ringed Turtle-Dove : A individual of this artificial "species" was 
identified at Stuhr Park, Lincoln, for a few months prior to 28 August (KP). 
It's provenance was unknown, but its calls were identical to the calls of 
Ringed Turtle-Doves in the Lincoln Children's Zoo (KP). There are occasional 
reports in towns and cities. Observers of such birds should be careful these 
days to eliminate the possibility of Eurasian Collared-Dove. 

Mourning Dove : Large flocks form in late summer; an excellent count 
totaled 1,000+ going to roost in Omaha on 24 August (BF). 

Black-billed Cuckoo : Somewhat alarming, only two were reported: 
singles were seen in Dixon Co on 3 August (JJ) and at ADF on 27 August (LF, 
CF). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo : The one spotted along Steamboat Trace in 
southeastern Otoe Co on 21 October (KP) was rather late. Uncommon in the 
west, one was observed at Ash Hollow SHP on 10 September (AB, JF). 

Barn Owl : The six found at CLNWR on 21 September (SJD) represented a 
good count. Rather rare in the east, a freshly dead bird found in Seward on 28 
September was only the observer's (JG) first there in 18 years; and the one 
spotted at Lange Basin, Clay Co, on 1 October was the observer's (JGJ) first 
in a region he has covered closely for years. The bird spotted at Oliver Res on 
11 October (SJD) was rather late; most depart by mid-October. 

Eastern Screech-Owl : The one seen at CLNWR on 21 September was the 
expected gray morph (SJD); red morph birds become rare towards the 
northwest. 

Gl.sat Hjarneil. Qw l: Routine reports. 

Burrowing Owl : A record fall count was the 22 tallied in McPherson Co on 
7 September (LR, RH). 

Barred Owl : Routine reports. 

Long-eared Owl : None was reported; fall arrival is usually in late October. 
Short-eared Owl : The one found near Gibbon on 17 August (LR, RH) may 
have been nesting; suitable grassland is present in the area. There are very 
few nesting reports this century, but many summer reports. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Rarely reported, this fall there were 4 
reports. The one found near death in a Gering driveway in late August (fide 
AK) died and is now in a freezer, we hope destined for the curatorial hands of 
Tom Labedz. It is generally thought that this species occurs sparingly on the 
Pine Ridge (Rosche), but there is little recent evidence, and none for 
breeding there. Those of us who habitually check isolated cedars near bodies 
of water for this species regularly are frustrated in the attempt; not so one 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, who has written an article on finding these birds in 
central Iowa and used his skills to locate single saw-whets both near Kingsley 
Dam, LM, on 14 November (SJD; photos) and at Ash Hollow SHP on 19 
November (SJD, JF; photos). Ruth Green did it the easy way; she netted an 
adult in her Bellevue yard on 28 October (RG), a date indicative of the onset 
of fall movement. 
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Common Nighthawk : A flyover of about 200 near Gibbon on 20 August 
(LR, RH) provided a good count. Rather late were the 2 spotted over Omaha 
on 20 October (BP, LP) and as was the one seen over Alma on 18 October 
(GH, WH). 

Common Poorwill : Routine reports. 

Chuck-wilTs-widow : The small population near Wolf L, northern 

Saunders Co, continues; 3 were heard there on 12 August and another on 18 
August (TH). The latter date is the latest for Nebraska; these birds are 
difficult to detect after singing (usually!) ceases in late July. 
Whip-poor-will : Migrants may occur somewhat to the west of the 
summer range in migration; singles were flushed and seen in flight on 23 and 
on 24 September at Wilderness Park, Lincoln (LE). The latter date is the 
2nd-latest on record, just prior to a 2 October 1982 record for Boone Co. 
Chimney Swift : The three seen at Gering on 18 September (AK) were 
rather late for the west; departure is almost a month earlier there than in 
the east. 

White-throated Swift : A good count was the 39 at Scotts Bluff NM on 20 
September (SJD). 

Rubv-throated Hummingbird : Somewhat westerly were an immature 
found on 8 August and an adult seen on 24 August at Alma, Harlan Co, (GH, 
WH). Rather late was one observed in Bellevue on 3 October (BP, LP). 
Migration seemed a little late in general this fall; observers considered 
sightings on 17 September near Ames (DP, JP) and on 23 September near 
Wakefield, Dixon Co, (JJ) significantly late. Strikingly captured on video 
was a leucistic individual spotted near Wakefield on 7 August (JJ); the bird 
had a white tail tipped in black and a full white collar. An excellent count 
reached 15 at FF on 1 September (B). 

BT Q.ad.- ta . ile d Hu rn.rn in g.bird: None reported. 

Rufous Hummingbird: A female was spotted at Bushnell, Kimball Co, on 5 
August and at least 2 females were seen at Kimball between 5 and 6 August 
(SJD). Photos were provided of an adult female and an immature at the 
feeders of Deanna McArtor near Gretna during September (fide RG). This 
sighting represented about the 6th record in the east, all but one from 
September or later. 

Bfillfi d Kin gfi s her: Routine reports. 

Lewis's Woodpecker : Three were seen in the area of the Soldier Creek 
trailhead at Fort Robinson SP between 4 and 5 August (JWH), the only 
sighting reported for the species. Strangely, there are no July records, and 
this report becomes the earliest for fall. The species is most often reported 
in August. 

Red-headed Woodpecker The one noted at LM on 27 September (SJD) was 
rather late for the westerly location. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker : Following a June sighting as far west as 
McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, another sighting, possibly of the same bird, was 
made there on 6 November (AK); so far no more than one bird has been 




reported there at any one time. Also somewhat west of the current range was 
one found in eastern Garden Co on 2 November (SJD). 
yellow-bellied Sapsucker : Only 5 were reported: immatures seen in 
Lincoln on 30 September and on 1 October (LE); singles spotted at ADF on 1 
and on 9 October (LF, CF); and a juvenile discovered near Gibbon on 21 
October (LR, RH). Because juvenile Red-naped Sapsuckers molt from 
juvenal to first basic plumage prior to migration, a fall migrant sapsucker 
away from a breeding area in fall and still in juvenal plumage can fairly 
safely be considered to be a Yellow-bellied. 

Red-naped Sapsucker : There were 2 reports: one was seen at Oliver Res 
on 1 October (GC, BC), and an adult male was observed at L Ogallala from 26 
October to 2 November (SJD; photos). The latter represents the easternmost 
and latest of the 5 documented fall records for the state. 

Downv Woodpecker : Western birds tend to have black "shoulders" 
(greater and median coverts), while eastern birds have prominent white 
edgings to these coverts, giving the appearance of white "shoulders" or 
"epaulets." However, reality in Nebraska is that there is much introgression, 
with both types fairly common at the "wrong" end of the state. At Wilderness 
Park, Lincoln, on 23 September, one Downy had the expected white 
shoulders, but 4 others had minimal white coverts and thus essentially black 
shoulders (WRS). 

Hairy Woodpecker : This species is far more common in the east than in 
the west, especially in summer, and so the one observed at Oliver Res on 31 
August (SJD, WRS) was unexpected. This patchy distribution is clearly 
habitat-driven; Hairys require mature forest for breeding. 

Northern Flicker : The first "red-shafted" birds found eastward were 
singles spotted near Gibbon on 24 September (LR, RH) and at Spring Creek 
Prairie, Lancaster Co, on 27 September (KP), rather early. "Red-shafted" 
flickers were numerous in the Panhandle; of 73 flickers (a record fall 
count) tallied at LM on 12 October, 47 were "red-shafted," 9 "yellow- 
shafted," and 17 intermediate (SJD). A similar count made at Oliver Res on 
11 October yielded 49 flickers, including 41 "red-shafted," 2 "yellow- 
shafted," and 6 intermediate (SJD). 

Pileated Woodpecker . The only report was from FF, where 2 were found 
on 6 October (B). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher : Some of the earliest fall records originate in the 
Panhandle, where the species is a rare migrant; 4 were reported in Sioux Co 
on 4 August (JWH), rather early. Also in the Panhandle, one was seen at 
Bushnell Cem on 2 September (JG, MB). Good counts reached 4 at the Geneva 
Cem on 26 August, the observer's first for the east RWB (JGJ), and 4 in FF 
on 4 September (BP, LP). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Excellent counts totaled 26 in Sioux Co on 4 
August (LWH), and 15 at Oliver Res on 2 September (JG). Rather late was 
the one found south of Gering on 25 September (AK); there are only about 4 
later dates. 
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Eastern Wood-Pewee : A good count reached 12+ at Ponca SP on 20 August 
(JJ). Possibly the only documented record of this species for the Panhandle 
was the one netted, measured, and photographed at Oliver Res on 31 August 
(SJD, WRS); it had an entirely bright yellow underbill and a light 
breastband with no vest effect. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher : The only report of this casual fall migrant 
was of one found at Schramm SP on 30 August, which called vigorously for a 
few minutes (WRS). 

Willow Flycatcher : Three were identified as "Willow/Alder" Flycatchers 
at Oliver Res on 2 September (JG). A good count was 5 at Twin Lakes, Seward 
Co, on 13 August (MO). 

Least Flycatcher Routine reports. 

Hammond's Flycatcher : As observers learn to identify these rather 
distinctive (in fall) flycatchers, records are increasing, suggesting that 
Hammond's may be a rare but regular fall migrant through the Panhandle. 
The 10 records to date occur in the period from 31 August to 21 September. 
About 6 were reported this fall: 1 to 3 seen at Oliver Res between 31 August 
and 2 September (SJD, WRS, JG, MB); one identified at West Lawn Cem, 
Gering, on 3 September (SJD, JF); and one spotted at Ash Hollow SHP on 11 
September (SJD). All the sightings were well described. 

Duskv Flycatcher : Following the report of one spotted in late July at 
Wellfleet, Lincoln Co, (see Summer Report), mist-netting at Oliver Res 
provided three confirmed records for this species, suggesting, as with 
Hammond's, that it is a regular fall migrant in the Panhandle. Like the 
Hammond's, the Dusky has a distinctive bill which, considered with other 
structural features, helps in identification. The first confirmed state record 
was one netted, measured, and photographed at Oliver Res on 31 August (SJD, 
WRS). Another was netted there on 7 September (SJD, BP, LP; photographs) 
and a third on 20 September (SJD; photographs). Within the same period, 
between 31 August and 20 September, there were 3 more sight records: a 
"probable" noted at Oliver Res on 2 and 3 September (SJD, JG); one heard 
calling at Mud Springs SHP, Morrill Co (SJD; details); and one observed at 
Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, on 20 September (SJD, HKH; details). 
Cordilleran Flycatcher : None was reported; fall migration for this 
species is poorly documented. 

Eastern Phoebe : Singles were seen rather late at Wolf L, Saunders Co, on 
22 October (TH) and, unusually late in the west, at L Ogallala on 25 October 
(SJD). The 4 records later than these occurred in the east, through 17 
November. 

Sav's Phoebe : It was exciting finally to see, after 4 years, two birds 
(rather than just one) at the site 4 miles west and 5.5 miles north of 
Wakefield, Dixon Co, (JJ); nesting has not yet been noted at this site. The 
only other easterly reports included a single found at HCR on 16 September 
(JGJ), and two identified in McPherson Co on 7 September (LR, RH); this 
species is only casual away from the Panhandle in fall. The single bird 
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spotted in Loup Co on 30 September (MB) was rather late and also unexpected 
that far east in fall. There are only 5 later records, all in October. 
Ash-throated Flycatcher : There is only one documented record for the 
state, one seen near Chadron on 29 August 1987 (Rosche). Thus, tantalizing 
was the report from Sowbelly Canyon of a bird spotted on 20 July 2000 (see 
Summer Report) and, this fall, one was observed at Riverside Park, 
Scottsbluff on 4 September (AK). The latter report, while plausible, was not 
accepted by the NOURC. Identification requires familiarity with calls and a 
good look at the underparts and distribution of rufous in the tail. Great 
Crested Flycatchers occur in the northwest, and so observers should 
carefully study any Myiarchus flycatchers in that area. 

Great Crested Flycatcher : Only the 7th and 8th fall Panhandle records 
away from the Pine Ridge were the singles observed at Ash Hollow SHP on 10 
September (JF) and at the western end of LM (but not at Ash Hollow) on the 
same day (LR, RH). 

Cassin's Kingbird : A good count totaled 16 in Long Canyon, Banner Co, on 
1 September, including a recently fledged juvenile (WRS). 

Western Kingbird : The 188 tallied around LM on 22 August (SJD) 
represents a record fall count. 

Eastern Kingbird : Routine reports. 

Northern Shrike : Arrival was on time, with the first 3 found in Sioux and 
Dawes Cos on 22 October (SJD). Two had reached the extreme south near 
Orleans, Harlan Co, on 1 5 November (GH, WH). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Three were reported in November, all, as expected, in 
the southeast: one found in Dodge Co on 15 November (DP, JP); one spotted in 
Lancaster Co on 26 November (LE); and one noted in Otoe Co on 30 November 
(LE). 

White-eved Vireo : Rather amazing was the one seen at Cedar Point 
Biological Station, Keith Co, on 25 October (SJD; details). This sighting 
represents the only fall record for the species away from the east and is one 
of only about 6 fall reports, most undocumented, since the 1970s. 
Interestingly, there are 3 fall records from the eastern Colorado plains, two 
in November (Birds of Colorado. 1992). 

Bell's Vireo : One was reported from Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson 
Cos, on the very late date of 17 October (LF, CF; no details). There are only 3 
other October reports, none documented. 

Yellow-throated Vireo : The one sighted in southwestern Dixon Co on 26 
September (JJ) was rather late. 

Plumbeous Vireo : Until the recent split of the "Solitary" Vireo complex, 
there were few reports of Plumbeous Vireo during migration. This fall, 
singles were reported between 26 August and 12 September east to Ash 
Hollow SHP (SJD, NR, JF). 

Cassin's Vireo : This species is clearly a regular fall migrant in the 
Panhandle; the 25 or so records that have accumulated mainly since 1997 
occur in the short period between 31 August and 21 September, with one 
earlier date of 15 August. Cassin's Vireo appears to be a somewhat earlier 
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fall migrant than the Blue-headed Vireo (see the following report). This fall, 
Cassin's Vireos occurred in excellent numbers at Oliver Res, where several 
were netted and photographed (SJD). Individuals were also observed from 26 
August at Oliver Res (SJD) through 11 September at Ash Hollow SHP (SJD), 
with an excellent high count of 8 tallied at Oliver Res on 31 August (SJD, 
WRS). Additional good counts included 5 spotted at Oliver Res on 7 September 
(SJD, BP, LP) and on 2 September (JG). Farthest east were the singles found 
at Ash Hollow SHP between 9 and 11 September (SJD, WRS, JF, LR, RH). 
Blue-headed Vireo : The one observed at Boyer Chute NWR on 21 October 
(JT, BP, LP) was rather late; but a hatching-year bird netted and banded at 
Bellevue on 2 November (RG) represents one of the latest records for fall, 
and only the 4th November record. The one spotted at Wind Springs Ranch, 
Sioux Co, on 20 September (SJD, HKH; details) denotes only the 2nd fall 
Panhandle record; the other occurred on 27 September 1998 at Gering 
(SJD); these two records are 9 and 16 days later than the last Cassin's Vireo 
reported this fall and are also in line with Colorado data on migration timing 
of the two species. 

Warbling Vireo : The western subspecies brewsteri breeds in the 
Panhandle; 5 of the 7 Warbling Vireos netted at Oliver Res on 31 August were 
brewsteri (SJD, WRS). Western birds are greener-backed than eastern 
gilvus, the latter having head and back evenly gray. At Ash Hollow SHP on 10 
September, one of 3 Warbling Vireos seen was a gilvus ; the others were 
brewsteri (JF). Brewsteri leaves in fall by mid-September; the Ash Hollow 
SHP sighting was therefore rather late. 

Philadelphia Vireo : The only reports came from ADF, where two were 
seen on 4 September and where singles were spotted on 6 and again on 25 
September (LF, CF). 

Red-eved Vireo: Routine reports. 

Blue Jay : An excellent fall count totaled 76 at ADF on 30 September (LF, 
CF). The 3 highest counts for fall occur in the period between 29 September 
and 1 October. 

Pinyon Jay : The only report was of 5 noted near Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, on 
8 November (AK). 

Black-billed Magp ie: An excellent count was 50+ found in a newly cut 
alfalfa field near Gibbon, Buffalo Co, on 31 August (LR, RH). Interestingly, 
the 3 highest fall counts take place in the short period between 23 August and 
2 September, suggesting post-breeding aggregations which apparently break 
up as the winter ensues. Easterly reports included singles identified in 
southeastern Dodge Co on 27 October and 20 November (DP, JP); in Knox Co 
on 24 November (BP, LP); in Cedar Co south of Gavin's Point Dam on 24 
November (JJ); in northeastern Cedar Co also on 24 November (JJ); and in 
Wayne Co on 21 October (MB). These reports all originate within but at the 
east edge of the current breeding range. Mark Brogie stated that this species 
has "very much decreased in recent years in Knox Co." 

American Crow : A high count for the northwest was the 400 tallied near 
Chadron SP on 22 October (SJD, JF); such large counts are unusual in that 




part of the state. Peak migration takes place from October through 
November. A large roost discovered at LM contained 66 crows on 21 August 
(SJD). 

Horned Lark : The best counts were the "several thousand" with an equal 
number of Lapland Longspurs tallied in Knox Co on 12 November (MB) and 
the 3,000 found southwest of Elmwood, Cass Co, on 16 November (B). 

Purple Martin : Routine reports. 

Tree Swallow : The 400 to 450 totaled at BOL between 23 and 24 
September established a record fall count (WRS, LE); 95% were thought to 
be juveniles (WRS). Close to a record was the count of 400 made at a marsh 
in Arthur Co on 8 September (LR, RH). 

Violet-areen Swallow : None was reported; departure occurs in mid- 
August. 

Northern Rouah-winged Swallow : A record fall count reached 550 in 
northeastern Otoe Co on 6 August(LF, CF). The twenty reported near Offutt 
Base L on 7 October (BP, LP were rather late. 

Bank Swallow : Routine reports. 

Cliff Swallow ; A record fall count totaled 30,000 near Kenesaw, Adams Co, 
on 13 August (LR, RH). The large concentrations that occur in fall in the 
RWB region are spectacular; estimates are indeed difficult to make! 

Barn Swallow : A record fall count (the year of the swallow?) reached 
3,600 at LM on 21 September (SJD). Somewhat late was a nest with young 
found at Brownville on 16 August (MW); a 2nd brood hatched rather late 
near Gibbon the day before (LR, RH). There are a few later records of nesting 
and even of eggs. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Routine reports, if a report of zero found in the 
east RWB on 2 September (JGJ) could be considered routine! 

Tufted Titmouse : Only the 3rd record for Seward Co, all by the same 
observer over an 18-year period (JG), was one identified at a feeder in 
Seward on 18 October. The one that hit a window at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln on 31 October signified the 7th specimen record for 
Lancaster Co (Emily Thaden fide TEL). Lancaster Co is at the western edge of 
the regular range, but the Tufted Titmouse is not particularly common there. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Winter visitors away from breeding areas may 
appear as early as the first week in August; one was spotted at Fort Atkinson 
SP, Washington Co, during the first week of August (JGr), and another was 
found at Oliver Res on 7 August (SJD). Breeding is not known to occur at 
either location. A "minor irruption" took place in western Nebraska this 
fall, with a total of 125 seen, including 8 identified at L Ogallala on 2 
November (SJD). 

White-breasted Nuthatch : A single seen at McGrew on 7 August (AK) 
was out-of-place, whether it was of either the western or eastern 
subspecies; in the last few summers, however, there have been scattered 
reports along the western North Platte Valley. Whether breeding occurs in 
the North Platte Valley west of Keith Co is conjectural at present; while the 
presence of 2 eastern race birds at Ash Hollow SHP on 10 September, 
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identified by calls (JF), is suggestive of breeding, the sightings also could 
indicate fall movement. The western race, nelsoni, breeds in Ponderosa Pine 
habitat on the Pine Ridge; the presence of one at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux 
Co, on 20 September (SJD) suggests that fall movement by this race may 
begin rather early. Another western race bird was identified at Little L Alice 
on 12 November (SJD). The White-breasted Nuthatch reported at Riverside 
Park, Scottsbluff, on 30 September (AK) was not identified to subspecies. 
Pvamv Nuthatch : Up to 6 (on 1 September) were found at Wildcat Hills 
NC during August and early September (WRS, SJD, AK), a regular location; 
but most unexpected was the one carefully observed and heard at Ash Hollow 
SHP on 25 October (SJD). This report is only the 3rd one of this species 
away from Ponderosa Pine habitat. 

Brown Creeper : A record-tying fall count was 7 seen at Arbor Lodge SHP, 
Nebraska City, on 5 November (WRS). This species is less common in the 
west, and so good counts included the 4 found at L Ogallala on both 14 and 26 
November (SJD) and the 3 spotted at Oliver Res on 25 October (SJD). 

Rock Wren : There were a couple of easterly reports: one spent from 19 to 
21 September in a northern Lancaster Co yard (JD) and another ("Rocky"!!) 
was observed in a southeastern Dodge Co "yard" (actually, farm) on 22 
September (DP, JP). These represent the 6th and 7th fall records away 
from the breeding range in the east. A record fall count totaled 17 at Wind 
Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, (not really a yard, either) on 20 September (SJD, 
HKH). 

Carolina Wren : Brave individuals continued to push the range limits north 
and west, although the coming winter weather may curtail such activity. 
Most surprising was one found singing at LM on 6 August (SJD; details); 
there are two Panhandle records from the 1950s. Other westerly reports 
this late summer and fall included one spotted in southwestern Dixon Co on 26 
August (JJ); one observed singing at Geneva Cem on 20 August (JGJ); and 
two identified at McMurtrey Marsh, Clay Co, on 26 August (JGJ). The latter 
3 reports define the current western edge of the summer range. 

Bewick’s Wren : The only report of this casual spring and summer visitor 
was of one seen at Lange Basin, Clay Co, on 20 August (JGJ; details). Although 
its plumage was somewhat bedraggled, its behavior was carefully studied 
(JGJ). 

House Wren : The one at identified Holmes L, Lincoln, on 22 October (LE) 
was rather late; a good count for fall was 9 made at ADF on 17 September 
(LF, CF). 

Winter Wren : Most of the several reports were confined as expected to the 
Missouri Valley; but recent years have shown that a few occur around L 
Ogallala in fall and attempt to overwinter. This fall, singles were found there 
on 25 October and on 2 November (SJD); interestingly the 25 October bird 
was a hiemalis , the eastern race (SJD). The occurrence of western interior 
salebrosus (formerly included within pad ficus) in Nebraska is based on a 
single sight record; two specimens from eastern Colorado were found to be 
hiemalis by Allan Phillips. 
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fledge Wren : The one spotted at Wehrspann L on 23 October (BP, LP) was 
rather late. There were numerous reports of singing birds in August west to 
Buffalo Co (LR, RH); most such birds are apparently looking for last-minute 
breeding opportunities, but there are few reports of nesting during this 
period. An exception was a nest found under construction at Nine-Mile 
Prairie, Lancaster Co, on 14 August (PB). Native prairie is a preferred 
habitat; two were identified singing in planted native grass at Standing Bear 
L, Omaha, on 6 August (NR). 

Marsh Wren : Reports from Kenesaw Basin, Adams Co, on 6 and 13 August 
(LR, RH), from the east RWB on 20 August (JGJ), and from FL on 3 
September (LR,RH) are indicative of local breeding populations, few of which 
occur south of the Platte Valley. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet : A single observed at CLNWR on 21 September 
(SJD) was rather early. The first in the east was one seen at Bellevue on 5 
October (BL, LP). And a good count reached 17 at L Ogallala on 26 November 
(SJD). 

Rubv-crowned Kinglet : There is about a month's lag between the 
appearance in the northwest and the southeast of this species in fall. About on 
time for the northwest was one identified at Bushnell Cem on 31 August (SJD, 
WRS), but the one found in the east RWB on 2 September (JGJ) was rather 
early. None was reported farther east until singles were observed in 
Lancaster Co on 23 September (WRS, LE). The one spotted at Sutherland Res 
on 1 November (SJD) was rather late for that westerly location. 

Blue-arav Gnatcatcher : This species continues to increase in numbers 
and range in the southwestern Panhandle. The best counts totaled 16 on 5 
August (SJD) and 14 on 1 September (WRS) along Stage Hill Road in the 
Wildcat Hills, where breeding almost certainly occurs. Reports of singles 
occurred north and east to Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, on 1 September 
(WRS); West Lawn Cem, Gering, on 26 August (SJD); and Oliver Res, where 
4 were seen from 2 to 3 September (SJD, JF) and where one was spotted on 7 
September (SJD, BP, LP). Rather late and somewhat out-of-range were 
singles identified at L Ogallala on 10 September (JF, AB) and at Sandpiper 
Basin, Clay Co, 16 September (JGJ). 

Eastern Bluebird : Most depart the west and north by late October; the 
four seen at Box Butte Res on 22 October (SJD, JF) were bringing up the 
rear. An excellent count reached 100+ in one flock observed in Knox Co on 
15 October (MB). 

Mountain Bluebird : None was reported east of LM before the end of the 
period; the 5 found at CCM on 19 November (SJD, JF) and 2 discovered at 
nearby Ash Hollow SHP on 24 November (LR, RH) were probably moving 
east in the Platte Valley to wintering areas. 

Townsend's Solitaire : Considered "quite common" in western Nebraska 
this fall (SJD), the 2 to 3 seen at Oliver Res on 7 September (BP, LP, SJD) 
were the first to arrive. The only reports east of the LM area were of several 
observed at NNF, Halsey, between 21 and 26 November (RS, RG). 

Veerv : None reported. 
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Swainson's Thrush : The singles noted at Bellevue on 20 October (BP, LP; 
details) and Boyer Chute NWR on 21 October (JT) were rather late. A good 
count for fall was the 4 tallied at Wind Springs Ranch, Sioux Co, on 20 
September (SJD, HKH). 

Hermit Thrush : Observers are discovering that the grayish Rocky 
Mountain subspecies auduboni appears to be a regular fall migrant in the 
Panhandle, with arrival dates generally earlier than when eastern Hermit 
Thrushes appear in Nebraska. A total of about 16 was reported in the period 
from 3 September (SJD) through 15 October (WRS; details), east to CCM on 
11 October (SJD). At Oliver Res, one was netted and photographed on 7 
September (SJD), and as many as 6 were found there on 11 October (SJD). 
By contrast, the earliest report from the rest of the state, presumably of the 
eastern subspecies faxoni, occurred on 21 October (JGJ). Unusually far 
west was one identified as faxoni at L Ogallala on 26 October (SJD). 

Wood Thrush: None reported. 

American Robin : Routine reports. 

Varied Thrush: One was spotted in an Alliance yard during December (Doug 
Thomas fide RG). There have been few reports in recent years. 

Gray Catbird : The one observed at Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, on 1 
September (WRS) was rather late for the Panhandle; there are only 5 later 
dates. 

Northern Mockingbird : An excellent count was 13 made in southwestern 
Kimball Co on 6 August; the observer thought 2 family groups were involved 
(SJD). 

Sage Thrasher : At least 18 were reported from Kimball, Banner, and 
Scotts Bluff Cos in the period from 6 August (SJD) through 12 September 
(NR); and the best count totaled 6 in southwestern Kimball Co on 6 August 
(SJD). 

Brown Thrasher : The one spotted at Oliver Res on 14 October (SJD, JF) 
was rather late for the Panhandle. The count of 8 made at ADF on 25 
September (LF, CF) was 2nd best for fall. 

European St arling : Routine reports. 

American Pipit : The 744 totaled along the lightly vegetated exposed 
shoreline of LM on 12 October (SJD) established by far a record fall count. 
Another excellent count reached 100 in southeastern Dodge Co on 3 November 
(DP, JP). There were several rather late reports: at least one was found in 
Cedar Co from 17 to 18 November (SV); 5 were spotted at Crystal Cove L, 
Dakota Co, on 15 November (BFH); and one was noted at L Ogallala on 14 
November (SJD). 

Sprague's Pipit : None reported. 

Cftlar. yy.a^wirig: Routine reports. 

Tennessee Warbler : Surprisingly, the only report was of one found in 
southwestern Dixon Co between 30 September and 1 October (JJ). 
Qrange-cro^.n.ed ..Warbl er : The 45 tallied at ADF on 26 September (LF, 
CF) established a record fall count. Although the yellowish Rocky Mountains 



race orestera has not been documented in Nebraska, a very yellow bird seen 
in Clay Co on 2 September (JGJ) caught the observer's attention. 

Nashville Warbler : There are 7 Panhandle reports for fall, at least two of 
which are of the distinctive western subspecies ridgwayi, which, unlike the 
eastern ruficapilla, has varying white on its belly and continually pumps its 
tail. A bird spotted at CCM on 14 October had extensive white on its 
underparts and was constantly pumping its tail (SJD, JF). Migration was 
protracted, with rather early reports of 20 August in the east RWB (JGJ) 
and of one banded at Bellevue on 23 August (RG), and a rather late report of 
30 October at ADF (LF, CF). An excellent count totaled 20 in the east RWB on 
2 September (JGJ). 

Virginia's Warbler : This species has only recently been noted in the 
state, ail records to date in spring. This fall, however, 3 birds were found: 
an immature female spotted at Oliver Res on 26 and 27 August (SJD, JF; 
details); an adult female identified in southwestern Kimball Co on 27 August 
(JF; details); and an adult male seen at Oliver Res on 3 September (SJD, JF; 
details). These spring and fall migrants probably come from the recently- 
discovered population breeding in the Black Hills. 

Northern Parula : None reported. 

Yellow Warbler: Good counts reached 19 at Oliver Res on 26 August (SJD) 
and 12 in the east RWB on 16 September (JGJ). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler : Surprisingly, the only reports were of singles 
observed in the observers' Bellevue yard on 4 and on 15 September (BP, 
LP). 

Ma gnolia Warbler: None was reported, which is also surprising. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler : This fall was outstanding for this 
species, with 6 birds reported. The two reports from the Panhandle bring the 
total to 11 from that area: a male spotted in Scotts Bluff Co on 1 October 
(Kathy Larsen fide SJD) and a male and a female noted at Oliver Res on 11 
October (SJD). The others included a female seen at Neale Woods on 1 October 
(JB); a male that hit a window on 20 October (NR; salvaged to Univ Nebraska 
State Museum); and one identified near Schuyler, Colfax Co, on 20 October 
(RG). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler : Birds of the Pine Ridge are western audubonr, 
they migrate earlier than eastern coronata ; the 6 reports originated in 
Kimball and Banner Cos in the period between 22 August and 2 September 
(SJD, JF, WRS). All other reports were of presumed coronata. Rather late 
for the Panhandle was one seen at L Alice on 12 November (SJD); also rather 
late was one observed at L Ogallala on 26 November (SJD). A good count was 
77 made in Washington and Douglas Cos on 8 October (WRS). Rather late 
were two found at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, on 23 November (MB). 
^lack-throated Green Warbler : Only two were reported: singles spotted 
at Lange Basin, Clay Co, on 2 September (JGJ) and in Bellevue on 4 
September (BP, LP). 

Townsend's Warbler : This fall was exceptional for this species; at his 
Barr L, CO, banding station, Tony Leukering banded 50, compared to his 
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previous fall high of 10. This abundance was reflected in Nebraska, with an 
incredible 53 reported. Reports occurred in the period between 22 August 
and 21 September, peaking at 10 found in the Panhandle on 7 September 
(SJD), and east to Ash Hollow SHP, where 1 to 2 were seen from 9 to 11 
September (m.ob.). Other excellent locality counts included 9+ at Oliver Res 
on 31 August (SJD, WRS) and 7 at Hull Cem, Banner Co, on 1 September 
(WRS). 

Blackburnian Warbler : Only 3 were reported: singles were seen in 
Omaha on 25 August (Melba Wigg fide RG), in Bellevue on 30 August (BP, 
LP), and in the RWB on 2 September (JGJ). The latter is only the 11th 
report away from the east in fall. 

Y glLP-Wj:.th,rjQ.g.t.e.d. Wa.rb. 1 g r: None reported. 

Palm Warbler : This species is only casual in fall, and so the 2 identified in 
Otoe Co on 23 September (WRS) were unexpected. One was very yellow, 
probably of the race hypochrysea (WRS). 

Bav-breasted Warbler : Yet another species with surprisingly few 
reports: indeed, the only report was of one observed in Bellevue on 15 
September (BP, LP). Usually more are reported in fall than in the spring. 
Black-and-white Warbler : Routine reports. 

American Redstart : The one spotted in the east RWB on 1 October (JGJ) 
was rather late; this sighting denotes only the 3rd October record for the 
eastern half of the state, the others occurring on 2 October and on 13 October. 
There are 5 October reports for Scotts Bluff Co, none recent; and there are 
several late September dates for the state. 

Prothonotarv Warbler : None reported. 

Worm-eating Warbler : One was seen at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, on 5 
October (LRB; details). This sighting represents only the 5th fall record for 
the state. 

Ovenbird: The one observed in a Lincoln yard on 11 November is the latest 
ever (MUs; details). The previous late date was 26 October. 

Northern Waterthrush : In recent years this species has been shown to be 
a regular migrant in the Panhandle in fall, sometimes in numbers: 5 were 
spotted at Oliver Res on 31 August (SJD, WRS), and a total of 10 were seen 
there between 31 August and 20 September (SJD, WRS, JF ,JG). 

LflUjSjana W .a. terthru$ h: None reported. 

Kentucky Warbler : None reported. 

Mourning Warbler : The only report was of one found in southwestern 
Dixon Co on 2 September (JJ). 

MacGillivrav's Warbler : This species was another much in evidence in 
the west. About 25 were reported, including one observed rather far to the 
east in the east RWB on 2 September (JGJ; details). This sighting and a 
specimen from Antelope Co represent the easternmost documented records for 
the state. The remainder of this fall's reports occurred in the period between 
27 August and 20 September, peaking at 8 identified on 2 September at 
Oliver Res (JG, MB). 
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Common Yellowthroat : The one seen at Wehrspann L on 18 October (BP, 
LP) is the 4th latest ever. A good count was 10 made at FL on 3 September 
(LR ,RH). 

Wilson's Warbler : This species was widely reported in good numbers, 
especially in the west. The female found at L Ogallala on 25 October (SJD) is 
the latest ever, although there are several reports after mid-October. A 
record high fall count was 75+ tallied at Oliver Res on 12 September; the 
observer said they were "everywhere" (NR). Other good counts included the 
47 seen at Oliver Res on 31 August (SJD, WRS) and 41 counted there on 11 
September (SJD). 

Canada Warbler : A male observed in Clay Co on 20 August (JGJ) denotes 
only the 8th report away form the east. About 8 others were reported, all in 
the east, as expected. 

Yellow-breasted Chat : Only casual in the east, the one spotted at Summit 
Res, Burt Co, on 10 September (JGJ) was only the observer's 2nd in the 
Missouri Valley. One seen at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, on 2 September 
(LR, RH) was at the eastern edge of the current range. A good count reached 8 
in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, on 1 September (WRS). 

Summer Ta n a ger: None reported. 

Scarlet Tanager : The only report was of a calling basic-plumaged male 
observed at Schramm SP on 30 August (WRS). This species molts during 
August. 

Western Tanag er: An excellent day count was 7 made in Kimball and Scotts 
Bluff Cos on 3 September (SJD). This was a good fall for this species; about 
28 were reported between 27 August and 30 September, east to Ash Hollow 
SHP. 

Green-tailed Towhee : Five were found in southwestern Kimball Co from 
3 to 21 September: 3 adults were identified on the latter date (SJD) and 
single adults were spotted on 3 September (SDJ, JF) and on 12 September 
(NR). These 3 records represent only the 10th through the 12th for fall, 
although the species appears to be a regular migrant in small numbers. 
Spotted Towhee : The singles found near Gibbon on 6 August (LR, RH) and 
at Ponca SP on 20 August (JJ) were summering birds at the eastern edge of 
the breeding range. The good count of 22 made in Scotts Bluff Co on 1 
September probably also was of local breeders (WRS), but the 21 observed 
at CLNWR on 21 September (SJD) were probably migrants. The first 
migrants to reach the southeast were one identified in Clay Co on 16 
September (JGJ) and two located in western Lancaster Co on 23 September 
(LE). Rather late to leave was one noted at L Ogallala on 26 October (SJD). 
Eastern Towhee : Few were reported, apparent migrants all, and, as 
expected, all in the southeast; one was seen at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, on 2 
September (LE); two males were observed at Boyer Chute NWR on 1 October 
(BP, LP); and a phenotypic Eastern was discovered with 12 phenotypic 
Spotteds in Clay Co on 13 October (JGJ). 

American Tree Sparrow : Routine reports. 
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Chipping Sparrow : An adult was spotted feeding a juvenile at Wildcat Hills 
NC on 1 September (WRS), and another juvenile was identified at Carter 
Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co on the same day (WRS); breeding is regular in 
Wildcat Hills Ponderosa Pine woodlands. Banding of 23 birds at NNF, Halsey, 
between 18 and 21 September yielded two birds recaptured for the 4th year; 
this statistic suggests strong site fidelity to a migration stopover (RG). The 
one found at ADF on 2 November (LF, CF) was rather late. 

Clav-colored Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Brewer's Sparrow : An excellent daily count was 50 made in Scotts Bluff 
and Banner Cos on 3 September, with 36 of these birds found in Scotts Bluff 
Co (SJD, JF). 

Field Sparrow : Rare in the west, as many as 6 were spotted at L Ogallala 
on 8 September (SJD), and 2 were found at CLNWR on 21 September (SJD). 
The latter record is only the 18th in fall for the Panhandle. The one seen at 
Sherman Res on 4 November (LR, RH) was rather late for the location. 
Vesper Sparrow : A good count reached 37 in Lancaster Co on 14 October 
(LE). 

Lark Sparrow : Routine reports. 

Lark Bunting : A female observed near Kenesaw and 2 males and a female 
found 1.5 miles east of Heartwell on 6 August (LR, RH) appeared at the east 
edge of the range; the Sandhills pockets in that area may have attracted them. 
Savannah Sparrow : Breeding occurs at a few Panhandle locations with 
damp grassland; the 6 birds found at the end of Soldier Creek Rd in Fort 
Robinson SP on 4 August (JWH) may have been a family group or very early 
migrants. 

G rassho pp er S pa r r ow: Routine reports. 
j^„CQnie--S-Soai.ro.w; Routine reports. 

Nelson's Sharp tailed Sparrow : The only reports were of one spotted at 
Pawnee L on 16 September (LE) and of 3 noted at Jack Sinn Marsh, 
Lancaster/Saunders Cos, on 8 October (JGJ). 

Fox Sparrow : As expected, all reports came from Lancaster Co eastward. 
The 10 found at Boyer Chute NWR on 21 October (JT) was a good count. 

Song Sparrow: A good count totaled 36 in Lancaster Co on 21 October (LE). 
Lincoln's Sparrow : This species is uncommon in the Panhandle; only 5 
were seen all fall by one active observer (SJD); another was identified at 
Winters Creek L, Scotts Bluff Co, on 30 September (AK). 

Swamp Sparrow : Also uncommon in the Panhandle, one was seen at L 
Ogallala on 25 October (SJD). 

White-throated Sparrow : The first sighted was rather early at ADF on 
22 September (LF, CF), and two found in a Bellevue yard on 1 October were 
still present on 30 November (BP, LP), a rather late date even for the 
southeast. Generally considered rare in the Panhandle, 7 birds were reported 
from various locations there between 11 and 26 October (SJD, JF). 
White-crowned Sparrow: Most leave the state in winter; this fall none 
was reported later than 4 November when an immature in located in 
Lancaster Co (LE). 
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Harris's Sparrow : An amazing record estimate of 1,000 tallied in Dakota 
Co on 20 October was "probably an underestimate; each of several locations 
had dozens or hundreds in brushy and weedy corridors" (BFH). This species 
is uncommon in fall in the west; of interest, were singles seen at Sowbelly 
Canyon and Whitney L, Dawes Co, on 22 October (SJD, JF); two identified 
east of Scottsbluff on 25 October (AK); and one observed at West Lawn Cem, 
Gering, on 12 November (SJD). From 25 October to 4 November as many as 
4 were spotted at L Ogallala (SJD). 

Dark-eved Junco : A "pink-sided" junco ( mearnsi ) was netted at Oliver 
Res on 7 September (SJD); this identification is the earliest record to date of 
this taxon. The limited data available suggest that "pink-sided" junco arrives 
earlier than "oregon" junco ( montanus ). An "oregon" junco was spotted at 
Wolf L, Saunders Co, on 22 October (TH), the easternmost reported. 
Unexpected was a male "slate-colored" junco found in Otoe Co on 19 
November that had extensively white cheeks (WRS). 

McCown’s Longspun The two found at LM on 12 October (SJD) provided 
only the 4th fall record east of the Panhandle; one of the other 3 was seen 
near Lewellen (Rosche) but may have been in Garden Co. 

Lapland Longspun The six spotted at LM on 12 October (SJD) were rather 
early. A major influx occurred on 12 November, with "several thousand" 
observed with Horned Larks in Knox Co (MB); and 1,204 were tallied in 
Cass and Otoe Cos (WRS). 

Chestnut-collared Lonaspur : The only reports came from LM, where 
107 were counted on 12 October (SJD); 6 were present on 7 August (SJD). 
The latter birds may have been a family group that bred nearby; there is a 
specimen taken in June near Oshkosh, and breeding occurs throughout most of 
the Panhandle, albeit in low numbers eastward. Southward movement 
generally does not begin until mid-September. 

Snow Bunting : "Several" had reached as far south as Elmwood by 23 
November (B). 

Northern Cardinal : Routine reports. 

Pvrrhuloxia: A bird fitting the description of this species was seen feeding 
young at Genoa, Nance Co, on 24 August; a female, it had a "large yellow beak 
and no black on its face" (fide KP). Although this species would seem unlikely 
to occur in Nebraska, there are a few records for Kansas, including one as 
close as Linn Co in northeastern Kansas, and one for southeastern Colorado. 
The Kansas and Colorado records occur in the period between 6 November and 
22 April. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak : At the western edge of the breeding range, a 
female was spotted near Gibbon on 6 and 20 August and on 30 September (LR, 
RH); an immature male observed there on 13 October (LR, RH) may have 
been a migrant. Both Pheucticus grosbeaks summer in the area. Singles, 
apparent migrants, were identified in Hall and Buffalo Cos on 2 and on 16 
September (LR, RH). One was reported at a Kearney feeder at the late date of 
13 November (B; no details); there are two other November reports and two 
for December. 


HA _ The Nebraska Bird Review _ Vol. 68 No.4 

Black-headed Grosbeak : Near Gibbon, a female was present on 10 
October (LR, RH), a very late date, and a single was found southwest of 
Holstein on 27 August (LR, RH); both may have been migrants, as the 
observers had only those two sightings for the period. Unexpected was a 
female observed at an Omaha feeder from 3 to 4 November (B; no details); 
there are a few similar late reports, even a couple of feeder records in the 
east for January. 

Blue Grosbeak : The one seen in southeastern Otoe Co on 26 September (LF, 
CF) was rather late. 

Lazuli Bunting : A female found at Mud Springs SHP, Morrill Co, on 11 
September (SJD) was rather late. 

Indiao Bunting : Good counts included 7 at Summit L, Burt Co, on 10 
September (JGJ) and 5 in southeastern Otoe Co as late as 3 October (LF, CF). 
Dickcissel : This species is rare in the west, especially in the southern 
Panhandle. Singles were spotted near Lodgepole on 6 August (SJD) and at L 
Ogallala on 22 August (SJD). There are more records from the northern 
Panhandle, but it is still rare there; two were identified in Sioux Co on 4 
August (JWH). 

Bobolink : Few are reported in fall, most around marshes. One was seen at 
LM on 12 August (SJD); 15 were found in the east RWB on 13 August (JGJ); 
and 15 were observed near Hultine Basin, Clay Co, on 20 August (JGJ). Most 
leave in August and early September. 

5e.d - vy[.n afilLB I . a c kbi rd : Routine reports. 

East ern Me a dowlark : Routine reports. 

3 Mfi S. t firn..M.gadfl.w l .a r k: Routine reports. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird : A male reported east of Gering on 12 
November (SJD) was a bit tardy. 

Rusty Blackbird : The earliest was a single spotted at ADF on 18 October 
(LF, CF), about on time. All reports, as expected, came from the Missouri 
Valley. 

Brewer's Blackbird : This species is rare in the east, less so as fall 
progresses; a single, unusual in itself, was reported at Zorinsky L, Omaha, 
on 20 August (DM; no details). Migrants do appear in late August, but at that 
date usually only in the west. Also unexpected so far east were 12 seen on 8 
October at Memphis Lakes, Saunders Co, (JGJ) and 8 noted near Niobrara on 
22 October (MB). An excellent count was 1,000 made west of Mitchell on 3 
September (SJD, JF). On 3 November, 175 were observed in a mixed 
blackbird flock near Harvard in Clay Co (JGJ); the observer wondered if this 
occurrence were unusual for Brewer's Blackbirds. 

Common Grackle : Early fall flocks include many birds with short tails; a 
flock of 1,000 found near Axtell on 3 September were molting their tails 
(LR, RH). A good count totaled 3,200 at CCM on 25 October (SJD). The last 
stragglers are usually singles, and so a group of 7 spotted in Wayne Co on 30 
November (JJ) was unusual. 




Great-tailed Grackle : Only casual in the west, a female was seen west of 
Mitchell on 3 September (SJD, JF). Good counts were 60 tallied at Ceresco on 

16 November (JGJ) and 50+ found east of Niobrara on 25 November (MB). 
Brown-headed Cowbird : The one seen in northern Lancaster Co on 14 
November (LE) was verging on tardy. 

Orchard Oriole : The four seen in northeastern Kearney Co on 27 
September (LR, RH) were rather late. 

Baltimore Oriole : Excellent counts totaled 19 at Lange Basin, Clay Co, on 
20 August (JGJ); 16 in Lancaster Co on 27 August (LE); and 14 at Ponca SP 
on 20 August (JJ). Westernmost was an adult male spotted near Gibbon on 19 
September (LR, RH). 

Bullock's Oriole ; Five migrants, all females or immature males, were 
noted in the southeastern Panhandle between 31 August and 7 September 
(SJD, WRS, JF). 

Grav-crowned Rosv-Finch : Two flocks were located: 216 were found in 
southwestern Sioux Co at Sam Moore Buttes on the Henry Road on 12 
November (SJD), and 105 were counted at the feeders of Wind Springs 
Ranch, Sioux Co, on 14 November (SJD, HKH). 

Black Rosv-Finch : Yet another first state record was of a male discovered 
with Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches in southwestern Sioux Co on 12 November 
(SJD; details). This species is found in winter east on occasion to 
southeastern Wyoming but was unrecorded farther east until now, except for 
a single record in Ohio (!). 

Purple Finch : Few were reported; the first were 2 seen in FF on 16 
October (BP, LP), and the only other reports in the east were of a single 
found at a Bellevue feeder from 21 to 22 October (KCR) and 6 seen at 
Niobrara SP, Knox Co, on 25 November (MB). Unexpected were single 
females, possibly the same bird, spotted at L Ogallala on 19 and 26 November 
(SJD, JF), where it is rare. 

House Finch : Amazing numbers were banded in a Bellevue yard: 800+ 
during August; the large numbers had moved on by the 2nd week in 
September, and none has been recaptured since, suggesting that all were 
migrants (RG). The infectious eye disease in this species appears to have 
disappeared (RG). 

Red Crossbill : As many as 20 were found at Wildcat Hills NC through 19 
August (AK, SJD), but on 1 September Quvenile) and on 25 November only 
singles were noted (WRS, LR, RH). Others were spotted in the Panhandle 
(SJD, JF), but of interest were a few reports from the east: one was seen at 
Wehrspann L on 18 October (BP,LP); two were found at a Creighton feeder on 

17 November (MB); two were spotted at Standing Bear L, Omaha, on 21 
November (B); and a female was identified in Cedar Co on 25 November 
(BFH). 

Common Redpoll : The only report was of at least one observed at NNF, 
Halsey, on 25 November (TEL). 

Pjne Siskin : The ten spotted at Wildcat Hills NC on 19 August (AK) were 
probably from the Pine Ridge. Breeding has not yet been documented in the 
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Wildcat Hills. Movement starts rather early; one was seen in McPherson Co 
on 8 September (LR, RH), and 6 were discovered near Gibbon on 30 
September (LR, RH). No large numbers were reported. 

American Goldfinch : Routine reports. 

Evening Grosbeak : The only report was of two spotted at a feeder south of 
Gering on 17 November (AK). This species has been scarce the past few 
years. 

House Sparrow : Routine reports. 


* * * * * 


First record of an Arctic Tern for Nebraska 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 _ West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

On 20 September 2000, I arrived at Lake Minatare in Scotts Bluff County 
after the passage of a strong cold front the day before. At 11:36 a.m., I 
noticed two distant Sterna flying east of the lighthouse. Although the distance 
was great, I could see that one tern was a juvenile Forster’s Tern while the 
other tern was clearly a different species. Even at a distance, I thought I could 
see a white cheek, a darker gray belly, and pale upperwings, all indications 
that the bird was an adult Arctic Tern. I then drove to the lighthouse and soon 
found the two terns flying along the north shore of the lake where they 
eventually landed amongst a small flock of Franklin’s and Ring-billed Gulls. I 
was able to approach to within 10 meters of the birds and take several 
photographs. The Arctic Tern remained at this location until I left the area at 
12:40 p.m. and was still there several hours later (Helen Hughsen, pers. 
comm.). 

While it perched, I was able to study the bird extensively and compare it to 
the juvenile Forster’s Tern. I estimated that the bird was 10-15% smaller 
than the Forster’s Tern. Another notable difference was the leg length. I 
estimated the legs wer^ no more than half the length of those of the Forster’s 
Tern. The bill was no more than 75% of the length of the Forster’s Tern bill 
and was a deep red color with no black tip. The cap was black with a few white 
flecks on the forehead and crown. The dark cap included the eye. The cheek was 
white and contrasted with the dark gray underparts. When perched, the bird’s 
mantle and upperwings were dark gray, except for a hint of a dark carpal bar. 
The carpal bar was not evident when the bird was in flight. I studied the wing 
pattern carefully when the bird flushed. The upperwings were an even gray 
color with no darkening in the primaries. The underwings were white with 
narrow dark tips to the primaries, creating a dark trailing edge to the 
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underwing. The tail was deeply forked with dark color along the outer edge of 
the outer rectrices. On the basis of the white flecks on the crown and faint 
hint of a dark carpal bar, I concluded the bird was an adult that was just 
beginning the molt to basic plumage. According to Olsen and Larsson (1995), 
this molting is a bit unusual since most Arctic Terns do not molt until they 
reach the wintering grounds. However, a small percentage of adult Arctic 
Terns begin to molt during migration and would be expected to match the 
plumage of this bird at this date and latitude. The combination of bill shape 
and color, contrasting white cheek, dark gray belly, short legs, pale 
upperwings, and narrow black tips to the undersides of the primaries 
eliminates other species of Sterna , especially Common Tern. 

This sighting denotes the first record of an Arctic Tern for Nebraska. The 
species is exceedingly rare in the western Great Plains with a total of 18 
records from Montana, Wyoming, South Dakota, and Colorado. Records 
generally decline in the southern Great Plains. I believe that the occurrence 
of an Arctic Tern in Nebraska was overdue, although I thought the first record 
would probably be in late spring at Lake McConaughy or some other large 
reservoir. Future records of this species can be expected in Nebraska, 
especially in late spring (mid-May through early June) and in fall (best 
from late July through early October). 
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Mist netting at Oliver State Recreation Area 

Stephen J. Dinsmore 
612 _ West Magnolia St. 

Fort Collins, CO 80521 

During the fall 2000 migration, I decided to do some mist netting at Oliver 
State Recreation Area in Kimball County. My main emphasis was to document 
the occurrence of several species of Empidonax in western Nebraska. Limited 
netting there in fall 1999 was not very successful, but I was more optimistic 
this year. With that in mind, I obtained the necessary federal and state 
permits and netted on four dates (26 August, 31 August, 7 September, and 20 
September), each chosen to be immediately after the passage of a cold front. 

On each date I set up nets at two locations, each location having two nets 
struna ud in tandem. On each of these dates, the nets were set up pre-dawn 



and taken down by noon. I captured a total of 87 individuals of 26 species on 
these four days (see Table 1). The most abundant species was Wilson’s 
Warbler, which is not surprising given their abundance as a migrant and 
their habit of foraging relatively close to the ground. The most significant 
find was the capture of three Dusky Flycatchers (Dinsmore and Silcock, in 
prep.). No other Empidonax were caught, although at least one other species 
(Hammond’s Flycatcher) was seen on these dates. Although the sample is 
very small, this suggests that Dusky Flycatcher may in fact be one of the 
more common species of Empidonax in western Nebraska during fall 
migration. Several other western migrants, many of them formerly 
considered casual in Nebraska, were also captured, including four Cassin’s 
Vireos, a Townsend’s Warbler, and two MacGillivray’s Warblers. I was also 
interested in identifying as many birds as possible to race, where applicable. 
This resulted in the capture of a Hermit Thrush of the Rocky Mountain 
subspecies auduboni, the first confirmed record of that form for Nebraska. I 
also captured a total of eight Warbling Vireos, six of which were the western 
subspecies swainsoni. Finally, I would like to acknowledge the help of Ross 
Silcock (31 August) and Loren & Babs Padelford (7 September). Their 
presence certainly made the experience much more enjoyable. 

Literature Cited 
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Table 1. Birds netted at Oliver State Recreation Area, Kimball County, NE, in 
fall 2000. 


Species 

Number 

Comment 

Mourning Dove 

2 


Downy Woodpecker 

2 


Western Wood-Pewee 

1 


Eastern Wood-Pewee 

1 on 31 August 

Juvenile, first confirmed 
record for the western 
Panhandle 

Dusky Flycatcher 

1 on 31 August 

Adult 


1 on 7 September 

Age unknown 


1 on 20 September 

Juvenile 

First definitive records for 
NE 


Eastern Kingbird 


1 










Vol. 68 No.4_ The Nebraska Bird Review _1Z3 


Cassin's Vireo 

3 on 31 August 

1 on 7 September 

2 adults, 1 juvenile 

Juvenile 

Warbling Vireo 

1 on 26 August 



7 on 31 August 

6 were the western race 
swainsoni 

House Wren 

2 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

1 on 7 September 


Hermit Thrush 

1 on 7 September 

Western subspecies auduboni 

American Robin 

2 


Gray Catbird 

1 


Orange-crowned Warbler 

1 on 31 August 


Yellow Warbler 

5 


Townsend’s Warbler 

1 on 7 September 

Immature female 

Northern Waterthrush 

1 on 31 August 


MacGillivray’s Warbler 

2 on 31 August 

1 female and 1 immature 
male 

Common Yellowthroat 

3 


Wilson’s Warbler 

24 


Western Tanager 

1 on 7 September 

Adult male 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

1 on 31 August 


White-crowned Sparrow 

1 on 20 September 

Pale-lored race gambelii 

Dark-eyed Junco 

1 on 7 September 

“Pink-sided” form mearnsi 

Black-headed Grosbeak 

1 on 26 August 

Immature male 

American Goldfinch 

17 



***** 
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ABSTRACT 


An analysis of the distribution of 104 Greater Prairie-chicken leks 
in Pawnee and Johnson counties indicates that the birds favor using those 
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mile-square sections having no more than two dwellings per section, ones 
that are located at least two miles from the nearest town, and at least a half- 
mile from the nearest lek. Relationships with the nearest water were not 
clear, but most leks were located at least a half-mile from it, perhaps 
reflecting a general avoidance of heavy cover during the display season. 


I NTR O D UC T I ON 

Although the great majority of Greater Prairie-chickens in Nebraska 
occur at the eastern edges of the Sandhills region, a small and relatively 
little-known population also occurs in the southeastern corner of the state. 
They occur primarily in Johnson and Pawnee counties, but with a few 
outlying flocks also present in southeastern Gage and southern Otoe counties. 
These birds represent the northernmost terminus of the large population 
associated with the Flint Hills of Kansas, probably the largest and most 
secure remaining population of Greater Prairie-chickens existing anywhere 
in North America. 

This population had been protected from hunting since 1930, owing to 
its small size. In the fall of 2000 the area was opened to a restricted hunting 
season by the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission. This decision was based on 
a series of lek surveys performed by Game & Parks biologists (Taylor, 
2000) during over the previous five years, indicating that somewhat over 
100 active leks were present, nearly all within Johnson and Pawnee 
counties. They estimated that each of the 110 observed leks possibly 
supported an average of ten males, or a spring population of 1,100 males, 
and presumably a comparable number of females. 

I have been interested in this population of Prairie-chickens since the 
1960s, and took special interest in this situation. Through the kindness of 
Scott Taylor of Nebraska Game & Parks, and Jackie Canterbury, a contract 
employee of the agency, I was able to obtain copies of the mapped lek 
distributions in Johnson and Pawnee counties, and decided that a spacial 
analysis of these distributions might provide some clues as to the status and 
ecology of Prairie-chickens in this part of the state. 

The county maps used in this study were standard Nebraska Dept, of 
Roads maps that illustrate not only all roads, but also indicate rivers, creeks 
and other larger water areas, plus the locations of individual dwellings 
outside of towns and villages. Nearly all the roads in these two counties were 
built along section lines, making it possible to subdivide each county into 
section-sized units of 640 acres each, allowing for convenient statistical 
comparisons. 

Johnson and Pawnee counties both consist of rolling uplands with soils 
that were produced by a mixture of glacial till and loess accumulations. Soil 
types are very similar throughout the two counties, mostly being comprised 
of Wymore-Pawnee loam. The counties are in a well-watered part of the state 
that receives about 33 inches of precipitation annually, largely falling as 
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rain during the spring and summer. As a result, there are many creeks as 
well as two small rivers (Big and Little Nemaha) passing through these 
counties. Thus, few areas are more than a few miles from the nearest standing 
water or drainage way, although creek drainages may sometimes be dry for 
part of the year. Johnson County has a total area of 376 square miles, and 
supports five towns and villages. The county population as of 1998 was 
4,500, or 11.9 persons per square mile. Total grasslands in the county, 
based on Game and Parks estimates from the 1970s, consist of 143 square 
miles, or 38 percent of the overall area. Game and Parks biologists counted 
45 active leks in Johnson County during the late 1990s, representing a 
density of one lek per 3.2 square miles of grasslands. The overall county 
grouse density was one lek per 8.3 sq, miles. 

Pawnee County has a total area of 432 square miles, and supports 
seven towns & villages. The county population as of 1998 was 3,300, or 7.6 
persons per square mile Total grasslands in the county, based on Game and 
Parks estimates, consist of 193 square miles., or 45 percent of the overall 
area. Game biologists counted 59 active leks during the late 1990s, 
representing a density of one lek per 3.2 square miles of grasslands, the same 
estimate as for Johnson County. The overall county grouse density was one lek 
per 7.3 sq, miles. 

Leks used by Greater Prairie-chickens tend to be situated on open 
grasslands, especially those that are somewhat elevated, with grassy cover of 
only moderate height, providing for unobstructed viewing in all directions 
(Johnsgard, 1973). Anderson (1969) reported that the birds prefer grass 
cover less than six inches high, with a combination of short grass and 
unobstructed surrounding vision being much more important aspects of site 
selection than any specific vegetational cover. There have also been other 
efforts to document the environmental variables associated with the locations 
of leks, such as one by Merrill et al. (1999). These authors concluded that 
lek locations in northwestern Minnesota are strongly dependent on land use, 
with leks positively associated with smaller amounts of residential- 
farmsteads, smaller amounts and patches of forest, and greater amounts of 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) lands. As of 2000, there were 
43,000 acres (67 square miles) enrolled in the CRP program in Pawnee 
County, and 36,000 acres (56 square miles) enrolled in Johnson County 
(data courtesy Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service). Such areas in these 
Nebraska counties might influence lek distributions in a similar manner to 
natural grasslands. However, an analysis of lek distribution relative to CRP 
lands, natural grasslands, and croplands here remains to be done and would be 
very useful. 

METHODS 

Using the county maps, the 104 mile-square sections containing leks 
in the two counties were marked. This left somewhat over 600 additional 
sections available for comoarison. It was aonarant from the outset that almost 
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no leks occurred within two miles of a town or village, so all those sections 
lying within such proximity to built-up areas were also excluded from 
consideration. Of the remaining sections, TOO were randomly selected as "no- 
lek" sections for comparison with "lek-present" sections. For both categories 
of sections, distances to the nearest lek, the nearest town or village, and the 
nearest water was determined. The no-lek sections were measured from the 
center of the section, and the lek-present sections were measured from the 
lek itself. Additionally, the number of occupied houses present on each 
selected section, as indicated by the maps, was counted. Populations in both 
these counties have been essentially stable for several decades, so it seems 
likely that these maps are suitable for such analysis purposes, even if 
slightly outdated. 

R E S U LTS. 

Results are shown in the accompanying tables. Nearest-lek distances 
(Table 1) are closer in sections having leks than those without, suggesting 
that leks tend to be more aggregated than randomly distributed, probably 
because of the non-random distribution of suitable grassland habitats. Except 
for the low numbers of leks within a half-mile of each other, both frequency 
distributions resemble Poisson distributions. This suggests that, at least for 
distances greater than half a mile, the individual lek locations are neither 
positively nor negatively influencing one another. 

Nearest distances to surface water (usually creek or river drainages) 
are shown in Table 2. Here, the slightly greater distances to water in lek 
sections than in sections lacking leks is probably insignificant. Or, it may 
reflect the fact that leks tend to be on elevated ground, usually well away 
from water. It may also reflect the fact that drainages tend to have brush or 
tree cover, a landscape feature generally avoided by displaying birds. 

Nearest-town distances (Table 3) are somewhat surprising, in that 
the presence of a village or smaller town does not seem to prevent males from 
occupying leks up to within about two miles distance. Town size probably also 
plays a role here. Four villages with populations of less than 100 had their 
nearest leks an average of 1.6 miles away. Eight towns with populations of 
100 or more had their nearest leks at an average of 4.9 miles away. 
Considering all 12 towns and villages, the nearest lek averaged 4.2 miles 
away. 

The clearest distributional relationship in these data relates to the 
number of occupied residences per section in lek versus no-lek sections 
(Table 4). Clearly, sections without occupied dwellings were favored as lek 
sites, but a very few leks were present on sections with as many as four 
dwellings, the average being 1.0. By comparison, the mean number of 
occupied dwellings on the sections lacking leks was 1.9. This statistic is 
perhaps the most significant of those obtained, suggesting a negative 
relationship between human population density and the density of Prairie- 
chicken leks. 
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Table 1 . Percent Frequencies of Nearest-lek Distances (in miles) 


Nearest lek 

Lek present 
(N = 104) 

No lek 
(N = 

0-0.5 mi. 

7 

0 

0.6-1.0 mi. 

20 

9 

1.1-1.5 mi. 

36 

40 

1.6-2.0 mi. 

18 

10 

2.1-2.9 mi. 

14 

17 

3.1-3.9 mi. 

3 

8 

4.0-4.9 mi. 

1 

8 

5.0-5.9 mi. 

0 

5 

6.0-6.9 mi. 

1 

2 

7.0-9.9 mi. 

0 

0 

Over 10 mi. 

0 

1 

Ave (approx.) 

1.6 

2.3 


Table 2 . Percent Frequencies of Minimum Lek-to-water Distances (in 
miles) 


Lek present No lek 


Nearest Water 

(N = 104) 

(N= 100) 

0-0.5 mi. 

36 

52 

0.6-1.0 mi. 

30 

40 

1.1-1.5 mi. 

26 

8 

1.6-2.0 mi. 

6 

0 

2.0 

2 

0 

Ave. (approx.) 

0.8 

0.7 



Table 3 . Percent Frequencies of Nearest-town Distances (in miles) 


Lek present No lek 


0-9 mi. 

0 


1.0-1.9 mi. 

6 

* 

2.0-2.9 mi. 

28 

11 

3.0-3.9 mi. 

18 

35 

4.0-4.9 mi. 

16 

21 

5.0-5.9 mi. 

18 

7 

6.0-6.9 mi. 

6 

16 

7.0-7.9 mi. 

4 

5 

8.0+ mi. 

4 

5 

Ave. (approx.) 

4.2 

_★ 

• Sections located within two miles of towns or villages were excluded from 
sample; thus average distances to nearest towns were not estimated. 

Table 4. Percent Frequencies 

of Human Population Densities (houses per 

section) Relative to Lek Occurrence 


Houses oer s< 

Lek present 
iction N = 104) 

No lek 
(N = 100) 

0 

40 

14 

1 

26 

28 

2 

27 

30 

3 

5 

19 

4 

2 

5 

Over 4 

0 

4 

Ave. 

1.0 

1.9 
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Virginia . 
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Rapp, J. L. C. ... 
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Raven 
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Chihuahuan 

.97 
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.97 

Redhead . 

Redpoll 

14, 27, 31, 36, 60, 
83, 93, 110, 134, 
148 
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. 26, 33, 44, 

81, 175 

Redstart, American . 76, 86, 

99, 122, 136, 170 

Reijnen, R. 

.7 
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.34 
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Revare, Jack . . . 
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.34 

Rhodes, Ramona . 

.34 
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Robin, American . 
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.34 
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Sanderling . 

_ 65, 1 13, 135, 
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Sandpiper 
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Buff-breasted. 66,114, 
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Least _ 28,66,114,155 

Pectoral . 66, 106, 114, 
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Semipalmated. 65,113, 
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Solitary . 65, 94, 113, 

135, 154 

Spotted .. . 65, 84, 94, 

106, 113, 135, 154 

Stilt _ 66,84,106,114, 

135, 156 


Upland . 

, .. . 65,84,94, 
113, 135, 154 

Western ... . 

,. 65,113,155 

White-rumped 

. 66, 114, 
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Sapsucker 


Red-naped 

. 70,161 

Yellow-bellied 

. . 20, 32, 40 
70, 96, 161 

Sauer, J. R. 

.7 

Say, Thomas . 

Scaup 

. 131 

Greater .... 

15, 31-32, 36, 


60, 102, 148 

Lesser .... 

15, 27, 31, 36, 

60, 83, 93, 102, 110, 


134, 148 

Schmid, Rick . 

. 57,144 

Schneider, Steve . . . 

. ..34 

Scholar, Eric . 

__ 34,143 

Schrack, Ward . 

Scoter 

.34 

Black .... 

15, 32, 37, 134, 


149 

Surf . 

15, 32, 37, 60, 


134, 148 

White-winged 

. 15, 61, 

134, 149 

Scoville, Vicky .... 

.34 

Sedgwick, James . . 

.34 

Seltman, Scott .... 

.57 

Sharpe, R. S. 

. 131 

Sheets, Mindy .... 
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Shepard, M. G. 
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House 


Shoveler, Northern. 14, 27, 

31, 36, 60, 82, 92, 
110, 134, 148 

Shrike 

Loggerhead. 20, 32, 40, 

71,86, 91, 119, 163 
Northern ... 9, 20, 32, 40, 

71, 163 

Silcock, W. Ross .9, 11, 34, 

55, 57, 81,89, 106, 
131, 139, 142, 144, 
178 

Siskin, Pine . 33,44,81,87, 

101, 126, 175 

Snipe, Common. 18, 28, 32, 

39, 66, 84, 114, 135, 
156 

Solitaire, Townsend's .... 9, 22, 73, 
29, 32, 42, 86, 98, 
121, 167 

Sora. 28, 83, 94, 112, 152 

South Dakota .8, 118, 1 39, 

152, 177 

Sparrow 

American Tree . 23,29, 

43, 77, 136, 171 

Baird’s .99 

Brewer's . 78, 87, 99, 

124, 172 

Cassin's . 99, 123 

Chipping . 29, 77, 87, 

99, 124, 126, 136, 
172 

Clay-colored . . . 29, 78, 87, 
99, 136, 172, 179 

Field. 23, 29, 33, 43, 

78, 81,87, 91,99, 
124, 137, 172 

Fox . 23,43,78,172 

Golden-crowned . 9, 24 

Grasshopper .... 30, 78, 87, 
91, 99, 124, 137, 
172 

Harris's . 24, 30, 33, 

43, 79, 137, 173 
78, 90-91, 
100, 124 


5, 26, 30, 44, 
81,88, 101, 126 
137, 176 

Lark . 78, 87, 91,99, 

124, 172 

LeConte's . 78, 172 

Lincoln's. 23, 30, 33, 

43, 78, 87, 172 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed . 

78, 172 

Savannah .. 23, 29, 78, 

99, 172 

Song. 5-6, 23, 30, 43, 

78, 100, 125, 137, 
172 

Swamp. 23, 30, 79, 

100, 125, 172 
Vesper .... 29, 78, 87, 99, 

124, 137, 172 

White-crowned. 24, 30, 

33, 43, 79, 137, 172, 
179 

White-throated. 23, 30, 

33, 43, 79, 137, 172 

Splittgerber, Tony .34 

Starling, European . 5, 22, 29, 

42, 74, 86, 98, 122, 
133, 168 

Stilt, Black-necked . 64, 83, 

94, 106, 112, 154 

Sullivan, John . 11,34,57 

Swallow 

Bank. 72, 85, 97, 106, 

120, 136, 165 

Barn_ 4, 72, 85, 91, 97, 

120, 136, 165 

Cliff . 72, 85, 97, 120, 

133, 142, 165 

Northern Rough-winged. 

72, 85, 97, 120, 136, 
165 

Tree. 4, 72, 85, 97, 

119, 133, 165 

_ 72, 85, 

97, 120, 165 


Henslow’s 


Violet-green 



























































































Blue-headed 71, 164 

Cassin’s_ 137,163,178 

Philadelphia . 71,164 

Plumbeous . 71,86, 97, 

119, 163 

Red-eyed . 71,86, 97, 

119, 136, 164 

Warbling_ 5, 71,86, 97, 

119, 164, 178 

White-eyed. 97, 142, 

163 

Yellow-throated .... 71,97, 
119, 163 

Visher, S. S.55 

Vulture, Turkey ....... 12,27,59, 

83, 92, 109, 146 

Walgren, Bruce.57 

Walgren, Donna. 57 

Warbler 

Orange-crowned .33 

Bay-breasted . 76, 170 

Black-and-white . 76, 

86, 99, 122, 170 


Black-throated Blue .... 75, 

169 

Black-throated Gray .... 46, 

55, 75 

Black-throated Green ...... 

75, 169 

Blackburnian. 75, 170 

Blackpoll . 76,136 

Blue-winged .... 55, 74, 98, 
106, 122 

Canada . 77,171 

Cerulean. 76, 99, 122 

Chestnut-sided . 75, 98, 

122, 169 

Connecticut .76 

Golden-winged .74 

Hooded . 55, 77, 86 

Kentucky . 76, 99, 123, 

170 

MacGillivray's .... 76,142, 

170, 178-179 

Magnolia. 75, 142, 169 

Mourning .... 76, 123, 170 

Nashville . 29, 74, 98, 

169 
9 


Orange-crowned . 9, 23, 

29, 42, 46, 74, 106, 
122, 168, 179 

Palm . 75, 170 

Pine . 55, 75 

Prairie . 55, 75, 98 

Prothonotary . . 76, 99, 122, 
142, 170 

Tennessee ..... 74, 86, 98, 
106, 122, 168 
Townsend's . 132, 137, 142, 
169, 178-179 
Virginia's . . . 142, 137, 169 

Wilson’s . 77, 86, 138, 

171, 177, 179 
179 

Worm-eating . 76, 170 

Yellow . 5, 75, 86, 98, 

122, 136, 169, 179 

Yellow-rumped . 23, 29, 

33, 42, 46, 75, 86, 

98, 122, 136, 169 
Yellow-throated .... 75, 90, 

99, 122, 142, 170 
Warren, Gouverneur Kemble .... 131 

Washington . 121 

Waterthrush 


Louisiana 

. 76, 99, 123, 


170 

Northern 

. 76, 99, 170, 179 

Waxwing 


Bohemian 

.33 

Cedar . . 

_ 5, 23, 29, 33, 


42, 74, 86, 98, 122, 


168 

Werthman, 1. . . 

.7 

Whelen, D. B. . . 

.133 

Wheye, D. 

.7 

Whigham, D. F. . 

.7 

Whimbrel . 

.65 

Whip-poor-will . 

. 69, 95, 116, 


160 

Whistler, Pam 
Wigeon 

.34 

American 

. 13, 27, 31, 


36, 60, 82, 92, 109, 


134, 147 

Eurasian 

.60 

Wigg, Melba . . . 

. 170 


Northern Parula 
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Winter, B. ..183 

Wolcott, Kim .57 

Wolcott, R. H. 54, 1 30 

Wolff, Duane...34 

Wood-Pewee 

Eastern . 96, 1 17, 162, 

178 

Western . 84, 96, 117, 

161, 178 

Wood, Christopher L.57 

Wood, Gertrude . 10,57,143 

Woodcock, American. 66, 95, 

114, 133, 142, 156 

Woodpecker 

Downy . 4, 20, 28, 40, 

70, 84, 96, 117, 136, 
161, 178 

Hairy . 20, 28, 40, 70, 

84, 96, 117, 136, 

161 

Lewis's . 50, 51-53, 

55, 69, 84, 96, 160 
Pileated ... 20, 32, 40, 55, 

70, 90, 96, 117, 161 

Red-bellied .4, 9, 20, 

28, 32, 40, 69, 84, 
96, 106, 117, 160 

Red-headed. 4, 20, 28, 

32, 40, 52, 69, 84, 
96, 117, 136, 160 

Workman, Sarah .34 

Wren 

Bewick's . 98, 166 

Carolina 5, 9, 21, 32, 

41,72, 98, 120, 166 

House. 5, 72, 85, 91, 

98, 120, 136, 166, 

179 

Marsh _ 21,32,41,73, 

85, 98, 121, 167 

Rock. 72, 85, 120, 166 


Sedge . 73, 98, 120, 

133, 167 

Winter. 9, 21, 32, 41, 

73, 106, 120, 166 

Wright, Merlin . 11, 143 

Wyoming . 8,62,139,175, 

177 

Yellowlegs 

Greater .... 9, 1 8, 28, 65, 

94, 1 12, 135, 
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Lesser ... 18,65,94,106, 

113, 135, 154 

Yellowthroat, Common . 5-6, 

29, 76, 86, 99, 123, 
136, 171, 179 
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